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HOW TO SUCCEED IN LATIN
(adapted from Richard H. Armstrong, Univ. Houston, 2006)
It is important for you to realize that this course will require you to work at a steady and consistent pace all year long.  The study of any language is not impossibly difficult as long as you keep up with the daily segments.  However, the moment you fall behind, things become much more difficult because language learning is incremental; that means that you must retain everything you learn, including vocabulary, as you proceed through the material.  You cannot afford to take a day off.  Since you must pass this class in order to graduate, I advise you to study; don't rely on my personal kindness. 

Here are some words of advice. 
  

·  Learn to do all the assignments all of the time.  This will seem like a lot of work at first, but by doing these exercises, you will be reinforcing what you have learned, thus guaranteeing that you will retain this knowledge in the coming weeks. 
  

· Be prepared to spend 20 minutes or so every night (depending on the assignment) before class completing your assignments.  

· Make use of the appendix in LFA (pages 498-513) to review forms on a regular basis, especially before tests.  The format of this appendix is quite convenient, and you can photocopy pages from it to bring with you on the bus, to hang on your wall, or to bring with you to the gym.  The more fluent your command of forms is, the easier Latin will be for you and the more enjoyable. 
  

· Should you find some material impossible to understand, do not put off asking me for help.  You cannot let yourself fall behind this way, and I cannot read your mind.  I will not be sympathetic if you come to me before the day before a test and want me to reteach you several weeks worth of material. 
  

· Make a point of reviewing each day's material, especially the vocabulary.  Reread all the readings, as this will help you to remember the meanings of words in a real context. 
  

·  Make use of the online drill program.  This will be a great help especially to those who have difficulty learning forms. You must write them out, either by hand or by typing in order for them to stay in your memory.
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