3

2011-2012 Latin IV Course Description, Goals and Expectations
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                                                              Caesar

Dr. John Roth






CLASS PAGE: http://www.quia.com/pages/jroth/page1
This page contains a calendar of what we shall be doing each day.  You should check it daily for your assignments. You will also find a copy of the syllabus on the web page and important information about this course. 

TEXTBOOKS:  

Review and Test Preparation Guide, by Sally Davis

On line text of Caesar’s De Bello Gallico, Nodictionaries.com  

Selections from Vergil’s Aeneid, Selections from Books 1-12

Catullus select carmina

What you can expect 
You cannot excel at this level merely by cramming for translation tests the night before. 
 Learning to read Latin is a product of consistent daily effort and a close attention to detail.  The more time you spend on a given assignment, the better your understanding of it will be.  The cumulative effect of conscientious daily study will be a rewarding fluency in this silent language and the access to a language that is today inaccessible to most people.
How you begin this course will very much determine how well you will do. Develop new study habits. Refine them and stick to them.
My expectations 

· To be very familiar with Latin grammar and vocabulary

· To review grammar on your own according to your need. (Look up grammar points in the grammar appendix or in your old grammar book.)
· Devote sufficient time to preparing your translations.  In the beginning, this will be a significant commitment.

· Keep track of and learn new vocabulary on your own.

· I expect you to seek help quickly if you are confused or behind. (Office Hours are good times to see me.)
· I expect you to do your own work and abide by the school’s Honor Code
This is a senior seminar. I will expect you to act like a college freshman. 
Please do not eat or drink, or chew gum in the classroom. The exception is water from a water bottle.

Grading

 
Your grade is composed of quizzes and tests, homework, and class participation. 

HOW TO STUDY LATIN

Learning to read this difficult language is like learning to play a musical instrument or a new sport. Julius Caesar wrote: “Experientia docet,” (Experience is what teaches). The Romans also had the expression: “Practice is the best of all teachers” (Exercitatio magister optimus est.).  

If you put in the necessary effort this year, you will refine and develop your skills to a new level that will take you from merely translating Latin into English but to reading the language. 

Translations and vocabulary lists.

An accurate translation of Latin involves a series of steps.  
1. You will need to be very familiar with the vocabulary, not just the meaning of the words, but with their gender, or conjugation as well. This can easily be organized using Nodictionaries.com.
2. An efficient way of doing this is to keep a running vocabulary list for each passage on Nodictionaries.com.  You can then print your customized list and refer to it when translating aloud in class.   On occasion, you will be allowed to bring a vocabulary list to use on a quiz or test. 

3. You should also keep notes on the text, for example: grammar notes, biographical notes, and any other notation that can help you to remember both the translation when you see the Latin again, as well as what’s going on in the story.  These notes also should be kept in the notes area on Nodictionaries.com.
4. During class you should try to understand the grammar and the meaning of the passage.  Take  notes from our discussion of literary and grammatical topics, as well as more information about the vocabulary and add it to Nodictionaries.com. In class we will work together on reading and discussing the text. Please do not slow down the class so that you can get the “right” translation.  If you leave class feeling incomplete, come see me. 
Quizzes
There will be mostly translation quizzes this year.  Remember, the point this year is to read Latin, not to memorize a translation of the Aeneid!

Tests and Exams  

I will tell you when and what to expect. There will be a semester exam in December and a Final Exam in May.

What we are doing this year

In Latin IV, we shall begin reviewing some grammar and then reading the first hand Latin accounts of Julius Caesar about his conquest of Gaul and Britain.   Next we shall read selections from Vergil’s Aeneid, a poetic commentary on the changing  Roman world.  As a send-off to the seniors, we shall end the year with the wit, wisdom, and pathos of the first century BC poet, Catullus.

Office Hours

I welcome students to my office for extra help with translating.
Non scholae sed vitae discimus. -- Seneca
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