AP US History Audit Syllabus                                                                                        


Advanced Placement US History
Course Syllabus

Course Objective/Focus

This AP US History course is taught the second semester on a 4X4 Block basis.  Because of the volume needed to be covered in a limited amount of time, students are expected to have completed a U.S. History course at the honors level, prior to entering the second semester.  The objective of this course is to increase the student’s depth of understanding of United States history from discovery to the present with the goal of having each student pass the AP examination.  The primary focus is on primary source and historical analysis, therefore it is presumed the student will already have a factual grounding in U.S. History.

Grading

As the Advanced Placement exam is three parts of multiple choice questions, a document based question and free response questions, the grade for the course is based on the following:


35%:  Multiple choice tests and projects.  All tests are 80 questions, multiple choice and cumulative in content.

35%:  Writing (document Based Questions, Free Response Essays, position papers, book review, Oral history/research.)

30%:  Daily work including:  class participation, quizzes, debates, worksheets, notes and notebook.
Students are assessed in a variety of ways including cumulative multiple choice tests, Free Response Questions (FRQ), Document Based Questions (DBQ), projects, debates and other assignments.  Due to the sheer volume of writing assessments, the FRQ’s and DBQ’s may from time to time be based on partial outlines and students will assess and coach each other.
Students must complete a state examination in US History; those who have completed the examination in the honors course will have an alternate exam project.
Course Requirements

Students must maintain an AP US History notebook.  The notebook should be a large three-ring binder with dividers, organized as follows:

Section 1:  Class notes, reading notes and discussion questions, dated.




Students should take notes both from written sources and oral/visual sources.


Section 2:  Writing samples, Focus Questions, etc.


Section 3:  Tests quizzes and review sheets

            Section 4:  Maps, Graphs, charts and Handouts

Section 5:  Handouts which must be returned and destroyed at the end of the course as per copyright stipulations.

Section 6:  Index of acts, administrations, documents, laws, supreme court cases, charts of change over time for African Americans, women, Native Americans, foreign policy, etc.

Students must be able to access the internet, either from school, a local library or from home.

Students must abide by all policies of the school and the county Board of Education, paying extra close attention to those regarding electronic devices and any form of intellectual theft.  All ideas expressed should be the student’s original ideas and they should be able to apply and sign the following honor code to any assignment turned in for credit:

On my honor, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment (test, quiz, essay, DBQ, etc.)

Resources

Text(s)
· Brinkley, Alan. American History: A Survey. Boston: McGraw-Hill

This text is accompanied by an excellent Instructor’s Manual for teachers.  Many of the ideas for focus questions and activities/assessments are from this Manual.
Other texts under consideration during the adoption year:

· Boyer, Paul S., et al. The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People. Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

· Faragher, John Mack, et al. Out of Many: A History of the American People: AP Edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/Prentice Hall.

Historical Analysis:
· Perman, Michael, ed.; Perspectives on the American Past, Volume 1:  To 1877;   Lexington, MA:  D.C. Heath and Company.

· Perman, Michael, ed.; Perspectives on the American Past, Volume 2:  Since 1877;   Lexington, MA:  D.C. Heath and Company

Library


The school media center functions as a county library and students have access to this at any time during the normal library hours.  In addition, the school is located near a major university and students may access these with permission from the University.

Course Outline

Pre-Course Work – Due by first day of class
· US Constitution:  Students are expected to know the 7 Articles and 27 Amendments

· US Presidents:  A chart of elections, political party, years in office, cabinet positions
· Non-fiction book review. (Appendix A)
· Read Perman, Michael,   “The Past in Perspective,” Introduction to Perspectives on the American Past, Volume 1. Complete a short essay on reactions to the reading.
· Documentation they have accessed various web sites related to the study of AP US History.
Introduction to Course

· Introduction to Social, Political, Religious/ Intellectual, Technological, Economic (SPRITE) strands in history and assignment of a strand to trace through the course.  
· Introduction to themes in US History:  American diversity; American identity; culture, demographic changes; economic transformations; environment; globalization; politics and citizenship; reform; religion; slavery and its legacies; war and diplomacy.  Assignment of a theme to trace through the course.

· Index section of the notebook will be structured according to the theme and SPRITE strands.
· Historical writing

· Historical interpretations and primary sources

AP Topic 1:  Pre-Columbian Societies

Focus Question: 
· In what ways was the early history of the Americas a Red, White and Black collision?  (Brinkley)
Reading

 
Boyer, Chapter 1 (presented through lecture)
Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. Chapter 1, “Columbus, the Indians, and Human Progress”  Perennial Classics, 2001.

AP Topic 2:  Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings, 1492-1690

Focus Question:  
· Compare and contrast England’s early efforts at colonization to Spain’s. (Brinkley)

· “Through the Colonial period, economic concerns had more to do with the settling of British North America than did religious concerns.”  Is this statement valid?  FRQ 1990)

Reading

Brinkley, Chapter 1 and Chapter 2

Primary Sources:  Captain John Smith; William Bradford, Mayflower Compact
AP Topic 3:  Colonial North America, 1690-1754

Focus Questions: 
· “Although New England and the Chesapeake region were both settled largely by people of English origin, by 1700 the regions had evolved into two distinct societies.  Why did this difference in development occur?  (1993 DBQ)

· Analyze the extent to which religious freedom existed in British North American colonies prior to 1700. (FRQ 1998)

Reading:  
· Brinkley, Chapter 3

· Primary Sources:  Winthrop, Model of Christian Charity, Maryland Act of Toleration, Governor Berkeley Reports, Excerpts from Salem Witch trials.

Debates: Puritan culture, economics and religion, slavery, women’s lives and Salem           witchcraft trials.
Film:  Salem Witch Trials, In Search of History; History Channel, 1996
Assessments:  Multiple choice, DBQ 1993
AP Topic 4:  the American Revolutionary Era, 1754-1789

Focus Questions

· The Revolution was effected before the war commenced.  The Revolution was in the minds and hearts of the people.”  John Adams.  – evaluate this quote. (Brinkley)

· To what extent had the colonists developed a sense of their unity and identity as Americans by the eve of the Revolution?”  (1999 DBQ)

· How radical was the American Revolution?  What was its impact on:  Loyalists, African Americans, Women and Native Americans.  (Brinkley)

· Analyze the degree to which the Articles of Confederation provided an effective form of government with respect to any TWO of the following:  foreign relations, economic conditions and Western lands.”  (1996 FRQ)

Readings
· Brinkley, Chapters 4 and 5 

· Primary Sources:  Declaration of Independence, Common Sense, Articles of Confederation,  eyewitness accounts of Boston Tea Party, Boston Massacre, 

· Historical Analysis:  The Military conflict as a Revolutionary War” by John Shy from Perman;  “The Revolution as a Social Movement”  by J. Franklin Jameson
Assessments:  Free Response Question on a focus question above

AP Topic 5:  The Early Republic, 1789-1815

Focus Questions
· Evaluate the relative importance of domestic and foreign affairs in shaping American politics in the 1790’s (1994 FRQ)

· In what sense was the US a “nation at risk” from 1781-1815?

· Analyze the ways in which the following influenced the development of American Society:  Puritanism during the 17th C, The Great Awakening during the 18th C; the second Great Awakening during the 19th C. (1994 FRQ)

· With respect to the federal Constitution, the Jeffersonian Republicans are usually characterized as strict constructionists who were opposed to the broad constructionism of the Federalists.  To what extent was this characterization of the two parties accurate during the presidencies of Jefferson and Madison? (1998 DBQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapters 6 and 7

· Primary Sources:  U.S. constitution and Bill of Rights

· Excerpts from Marshall Court decisions
· Washington’s Farewell Address

· Monroe Doctrine
· Analysis:  “The Significance of the Early Republic” by Gordon S. Wood

Assessments:  1998 DBQ; Multiple Choice
AP Topic 6:  Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America, 1816-1848

Focus Questions

· How could both Sectionalism and Nationalism exist at the same time and in the same place? (Brinkley)
· “Throughout our history, the Supreme Court has acted as a partisan political body rather than a neutral arbiter of constitutional principles.”  Assess the validity of this generalization for the period 1800-1869. 1984 FRQ

· “How and why did the lives and status of northern middle-class women change between 1776 and 1876?”  (1991 DBQ)

· “Analyze the ways in which supporters of slavery in the nineteenth century used legal, religious, and economic arguments to defend the institution of slavery.”  (1995 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley Chapter 8 -  “Varieties of American Nationalism”, 10 – “America’s Economic Revolution,” 11 – “Cotton, Slavery and the Old South”
· Primary Sources

· Fitzhugh – Sociology of the South excerpts

· Jacobs – Life of a Slave Girl  excerpts
· DeToqueville – Democracy in America excerpts

· Samples from Hudson Valley School of art

Video – “Unchained Memories” Readings from the Slave Narratives. Directed by Ed Bell and Thomas Lennon.  Produced by Jacqueline Glover, Thomas Lennon.  HBO  Copyright 2003.
Assessments:  1991 DBQ from above

AP Topic 7:  Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America
Focus Questions
· How did … the following contribute to the emergence of a two party system in the period 1820-1840:   major political personalities, states’ rights, economic issues?  (1999 FRQ)
· The Jacksonian Period (1824-1848) has been celebrated as the era of  “the common man.”  To what extent did the period live up to its characterizations?  Consider … in your response:  economic development, politics, reform movements.  (2001 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley Chapter 9 -  “Jacksonian America”
· Primary Sources:  DeTocqueville, excerpts from Democracy in America.
Video – The Jackson Years:  The New Americans and Toward Civil War.  Learning Corporation of America. 1970. 
Assessment:  Multiple Choice
AP Topic 8:  Religion, Reform and Renaissance in Antebellum America

Focus Questions

· “American reform movements between 1820 and 1860 reflected both optimistic and pessimistic views of human nature and society.”  Assess the validity of this statement in reference to reform movements in … the following areas:  education, temperance, women’s rights, utopian experiments, penal institutions.  (1988 FRQ)
· In what ways did the early nineteenth-century reform movements for abolition and women’s rights illustrate both the strengths and weaknesses of democracy in the early American republic?  (1993 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley Chapter 12:  Antebellum Culture and Reform

· Primary Sources:  Thoreau and Emerson, excerpts; “Declaration of Sentiments”; Douglass, Narrative excerpts; Garrison, “Genius of Universal Emancipation” excerpts
· Historical Analysis:  “The Body Reforms” by Robert H. Abzug from Perman, Perspectives.

Assessment:  FRQ on one of the focus questions above

AP Topic 9:  Territorial Expansion and Manifest Destiny

Focus Questions

· “What was the impact of territorial expansion on national unity between 1800 and 1850? (1997 FRQ)

· “By the 1850’s the Constitution, originally framed as an instrument of national unity, had become a source of sectional discord and tension and ultimately contributed to the failure of the union it had created.”  Assess the validity of this statement.  (1987 DBQ)

Readings


Brinkley Chapter 13:  The Impending Crisis

Primary Sources:  Texas Declaration of Independence
Assessments:  Maps and charts; DBQ after Topic 10

AP Topic 10:  the Crisis of the Union

Focus Questions: 

· DBQ from Topic 9 above

· Debate questions:  The advantages of expansion were outweighed by the disadvantages; By 1856, it was too late to save the Union; Expansion was the destiny of America

Readings

· Brinkley Chapter 13

· Primary Sources:  Webster – Haynes debates;  Lincoln – Douglas debates

Assessment:  Document timeline/puzzle; 1987 DBQ


AP Topic 11:  Civil War

Focus Questions

· “I am not, nor ever have been, in favor of bringing about in any way the social and political equality of the white and black races.”  How can this 1858 statement of Abraham Lincoln be reconciled with his 1862 Emancipation Proclamation? (1988 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, chapter 14:  “The Civil War”
· Primary Sources:  Lincoln’s First and Second Inaugural Addresses.  Emancipation Proclamation; Constitution of Confederate States; excerpts from letters from the battlefields; Gettysburg Address.
Assessment:  maps

AP Topic 12:  Reconstruction, 1865-1877

Focus Questions

· How do you account for the failure of Reconstruction (1865-1877) to bring social and economic equality of opportunity to the former slaves (1983 FRQ)

· In what way, and to what extent did constitutional and social developments between 1860 and 1877 amount to a revolution?  (1996 DBQ)

Readings
· Brinkley, Chapter 15 – Reconstruction and the New South

· Primary Sources:  Douglass, Narrative 
Assessment:  Multiple choice with focus on Units 10,11,12
AP Topic 13:  The Origins of the New South

Focus Questions:  
See Topic 12 and

· “…what is striking about the American experience [during Reconstruction] is not how little was accomplished, but how far the former slaves moved toward freedom and independence, and how large a role African Americans themselves played in shaping Reconstruction.”  How well does Brinkley’s text support this statement by Eric Foner in “Where Historians Disagree”?

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter  15 “Reconstruction and the New South” and 16 – “Conquest of the Far West”
Film:  excerpts from  Birth of a Nation.  D.W. Griffith, Director.  Film Preservation Associates, 1992.

Assessment:  Focus Question Topic 13 above.

AP Topic 14:  Development of the West in late 18th Century

Focus Questions

· To what extent did the natural environment shape the development of the West beyond the Mississippi and the lives of those that lived and settled there?  How important were other factors?  (1992 DBQ)
· How were the lives of the Plains Indians in the second half of the 19th Century affected by technological developments and government actions?  (1999 FRQ)

· To what extent  were portrayals of the American West a myth?

Readings

· Brinkley, chapter 16 – “The Conquest of the Far West”
· Primary Sources:  Frederick Jackson Turner,  Thesis, Chapter 1

· American Progress by John Gast – art study
· Historical Analysis:  Richard Maxwell Brown, “Western Violence:  Structure, Values, Myth”  from Perman’s Perspectives …Since 1877.
Video:  American Art, American Visions, Volume 3  “The Wilderness and the West”  Public Broadcasting System, 1997.  
Assessment:  1992 DBQ

AP Topic 15:  Industrial America in the Late 19th Century

Focus Questions

· “Although the economic growth of the United States between 1860 and 1900 has been attributed to a governmental policy of laissez-faire, it was in fact encouraged and sustained by direct governmental intervention.”  Assess the validity of this statement. (1988 FRQ)
· “Popular fascination with the cowboy, the pioneer, and the stories of Horatio Alger in the period 1870 to 1915 reflected Americans’ uneasiness over the transition from an agrarian to an industrial society.”  Assess the validity of this statement. (1987 FRQ)

· Debate questions

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 17 – Industrial Supremacy

· Primary Sources:  Gospel of Wealth; Excerpts from Progress and Poverty, Looking Backward, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other and The Jungle; Tarbell, History of Standard Oil.  Horatio Alger, Selections
Assessment: “Mystery Documents from the Gilded Age” – document hunt and 1987 FRQ

AP Topic 16:  Urban Society in the late 19th Century

Focus Questions (both from Brinkley)

· What key changes did urbanization bring to America?  What was city life like environmentally, politically, and culturally?

· How did both the rich and the poor express their urban culture?  Analyze the conflicts

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 18 –“ Age of the City”
· Primary Sources:  Plunket’s speech “Honest Graft”, Photo documents
Assessment:  “Sunday Supper” role play (Brinkley) 
AP Topic 17:  Populism and Progressivism

Focus Questions:

· Analyze the reasons for the emergence of the Populist Movement in the late nineteenth century (1995 FRQ)

· “To what extent did economic and political developments as well as assumptions about the nature of women affect the position of American women during the period 1890-1925?” (1997 DBQ)

· Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois offered different strategies for dealing with the problems of poverty and discrimination faced by black Americans at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth centures.  Assess the appropriateness of each of these strategies in the historical context in which each was developed. (1989 DBQ)

· “The Progressive movement of 1901 to 1917 was a triumph of conservatism rather and a victory for liberalism.”  Assess the validity of this statement. (1987 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, chapter 19 – “Stalemate to Crisis”; 21 – “Rise of Progressivism” and 22 – “Battle for National Reform”

· Primary Sources: Omaha Platform;  Washington’s Atlanta Address; DuBois, The Souls of Black Folks, excerpts.  
Assessment:  DBQ 1989, Multiple choice with focus on Topics 13-16
AP Topic 18:  Emergence of America as a World Power

Focus Questions
· Compare the debates that took place over American expansionism in the 1840’s with those that took place in the 1890’s, analyzing the similarities and differences in the debates of the two eras.  (1992 FRQ)
· Assess the relative influence of … the following in the American decision to declare war on Germany in 1917:  German naval policy; American economic interests; Woodrow Wilson’s idealism; Allied propaganda; America’s claim to world power.  (1995 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 20 – “Imperial Republic” and 23 – “America and the Great War”

· Primary Sources: Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden”; Lodge, Wilson, Palmer.

Assessment:  Multiple Choice

AP Topic 19:  the New Era:  1920’s

Focus Questions

· The 1920’s were a period of tension between new and changing attitudes on the one hand, and traditional values and nostalgia on the other.  What led to the tension between the old and the new, AND in what ways was the tension manifested?  (1986 DBQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 24 – “The New Era”

· Primary Sources:  Allen, Only Yesterday, excerpts; various magazines and periodicals; Stella, The Bridge, art study.
Assessments:  Presentations on SPRITE in 1920’s; DBQ above

AP Topic 20:  The Great Depression and the New Deal

Focus Questions

· Analyze the ways in which the great Depression altered the American social fabric in the 1930’s (1996 FRQ)

· …analyze the ways in which [the New Deal measures] … attempted to fashion a more stable economy and a more equitable society.

· “Reform movements of the twentieth century have shown continuity in their goals and strategies.”  Assess the validity of this statement for Progressivism and The New Deal.  (1986 FRQ)
Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 25 – “The great Depression and 26 – “The New Deal”

· Primary sources:  Photographs of 1930’s , FDR’s 1st inaugural

Assessment:  1986 FRQ above
AP Topic 21:  The Second World War

Focus Questions

· To what extent  and why did the United States adopt an isolationist policy in the 1920’s and 1930’s? (1998 FRQ)

· Compare and contrast America’s domestic response to WWI and WWII

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 27 – “The Global Crisis,” Chapter 28 “America in a World at War”
· Primary Sources:  “Anti-Comintern Pact,” 2 perspectives from Pearl Harbor
AP Topic 22:  The Home Front during WWII

Focus Questions:   

· Compare and Contrast America’s domestic response to WWI and WWII.
· Compare and contrast the impact of WWII on the many ethnic, gender, and racial groups in America. (Brinkley)

· “the United States decision to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima was a diplomatic measure calculated to intimidate the Soviet Union in the post-Second-World-War era rather than a strictly military measure designed to force Japan’s unconditional surrender.”  Evaluate this statement … (1988 DBQ)
Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 28 – “America in a World at War”

· Various sources from European and Pacific fronts and from Manhattan Project.

· Historical Analysis: Boyer, Paul; “1949 – 1950:  Embracing the Bomb” from Perman, Perspectives…Since 1865.
Video:  Hiroshima:  Why the Bomb Was Dropped.  ABC News, 1996.
Assessment:  Modified DBQ - 1988
AP Topic 23:  The US and Early Cold War

Focus Questions

· Analyze the influence of the following on American-Soviet relations in the decade following the SECOND WORLD WAR:  Yalta Conference, Communist Revolution in China, Korean War, McCarthyism. (1996 FRQ)

· The size, character, and effectiveness of the organized labor union changed significantly during the late nineteenth century and the first half of the twentieth century.  Apply this statement to the following periods:  a) 1870-1915; b) 1915-1935; c)1935-1950. (1985 FRQ)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 29 – “The Cold War”

· Primary Sources:  excerpts from McCarthy hearings, Alger Hiss, Rosenberg trial.  The Kennedy’s and Cuba, The Declassified Documentary History, excerpts.
Assessment:  Multiple Choice with focus on Topics 21, 22, 23
AP Topic 24:  the 1950’s

Focus Questions:

· To what extent did the decade of the 1950’s deserve its reputation as an age of political, social and cultural conformity?  (1994 FRQ)

· Account for the rise of the Civil Rights movement at this time. (Brinkley)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 30 – “The Affluent Society”

· Primary Sources: excerpts from Beat Poets; Autobiography of Malcolm X;  documents from the arrest of Rosa Parks and excerpts from Brown v. Board of Education…
Assessment:  1994 FRQ 

AP Topic 25:  The Turbulent 1960’s
Focus Questions:

· Discuss, with respect to … the following, the view that the 1960’s represented a period of profound cultural change:  Education; Gender roles; Music; Race relations (2000 FRQ)

· “1968 was a turning point for the United States.”  To what extent was this an accurate statement?  In your answer, discuss the following:  National politics; Vietnam War; Civil Rights.  (1998 FRQ)

· Compare and contrast the Warren and Burger Courts.  Discuss the significance of the President’s power to appoint judges. (Brinkley)

Readings

· Brinkley, chapter 31 – The Ordeal of Liberalism” and 32 – “The Crisis of Authority”  
Assessment:  Begin oral history project at this time.  (see Appendix B)
AP Topic 26:  Politics and Economics at the End of the 20th Century

Focus Questions:

· What are the various factors: economic, social, and political that led to the so-called “Reagan Revolution?”  (Brinkley)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 33 “From ‘The Age of Limits’ to the Age of Reagan”

· Historical Analysis:  Alonzo L. Hamby, “The Regan Revolution?”  from Perman, Perspectives…Since 1865.
AP Topic 27:  Society and Culture at the end of 20th Century

Focus Questions:

· How has technology changed the social, political, artistic and cultural life of America?  (Brinkley)

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 33
· Excerpts from Roe v. Wade
· Historical analysis:  Elizabeth Pleck, “The E.R.A.:  Failed Strategies, Renewed Hope”  from Perman, Perspectives … Since 1865.
AP Topic 28:  The US in the Post-Cold War World

Focus Questions:

· Compare and Contrast the foreign policies of Reagan through G.W. Bush

Readings

· Brinkley, Chapter 34 – “The Age of Globalization”

Assessment:  Presidential Rankings and Multiple choice for AP Topics  24-28.

Review 
· various AP review activities, especially those that trace themes through history.

Post AP Exam

The course concludes with an Oral History project (appendix B), and a project called “The Dinner Party” (appendix C)  
Appendix A – Non-fiction book review

Name of work

Author

Publisher

Copyright/Description

Guidelines for Reviews

Instructions for Written Reviews

Reviews may vary in length depending on the nature, content and length of the volume or article.  Generally 5 (double-spaced, 12 font) pages for a book and half that amount for a scholarly article is an appropriate length.  At the tope of your review, cite the author, full title, date, publisher.

Selecting a Title

Outside reading is intended to furnish, in palatable form, information not available or less pleasantly accessible in your texts.  Acquaintance with the great mass of historical literature can and should be an enjoyable experience.  Journals not on the list of approved publications must be approved by the instructor.  Do not hesitate to discard a work in favor of another if the reading seems disappointing.

Reading the Account

As you read, take notes on what impresses you, favorable or unfavorable, as well as on material that confirms or challenges previously held prejudices.  As you finish the interpretation ask yourself, “What is my reaction to this account?”  It would be considered trivial merely to state, “The article is interesting.”

Preparing the Review

In general a review has three functions.  1) to describe content   2) to evaluate the article   3) to offer subjective reflections on the article.  A good review is not a recitation of content word for word or chapter by chapter.  Regurgitation of that type requires no special mental skills.  The review should be informative, analytical and critical.  It is not advisable to separate content from criticism; they should be interwoven.  The following are questions you might consider when reviewing an article.

1. What was the writer’s purpose in preparing the work?  Did he/she achieve this goal?

2. Is the article convincing?  Is it comprehensive?  Does it neglect important phases of the topic?

3. Does the author appear biased?

4. What intellectual questions has the author raised in your mind?

5. What seem to be the unique aspects of the account?

6. Is the writing style popular or scholarly?

7. Does the author use primary or secondary sources?  Are the sources fully cited?

You should attempt to be fair in your review.  Criticisms should not be made in vague and general statements; they should be grounded in specific evidence from the content of the work.  Give page numbers.  Prepare your review to answer favorable the questions you raise.

Due Date ____________      Possible Points ________________

This is a list of suggested materials for the non-fiction review.  The list is suggestions and there are many more possibilities, however any work not on the list must have prior approval by the instructor.  

* indicates a book which may be checked out from instructor.

	Name of Work
	Description
	Author
	Publisher
	

	Mornings on Horseback
	Biography – Theodore Roosevelt
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	John Adams
	Biography.  A beautifully written work about the 2nd president of the US.
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	*

	Truman
	Biography:  Presidents
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	Team of Rivals: Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln
	Civil War:  Lincoln assembles and manages a cabinet made up of political rivals.  Excellent read, pro-Lincoln bias.
	Goodwin, Doris Kearns
	Simon & Schuster
	

	American Cold War Strategy
	Cold War:  Analysis through primary sources of NSC 68 and US Cold War policy
	May, Ernest R. Ed.
	Bedford/St. Martin’s
	

	Miracle in Philadelphia
	Constitutional Convention.  Reading like a novel, tells the story of the framing of the US Constitution.
	Bowen, Catherine Drinker
	Back Bay Books
	*

	The Path Between the Seas
	Expansionism:  Building of the Panama Canal
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	The Great Bridge
	Gilded Age:  Building of the Brooklyn Bridge
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	The Johnstown Flood
	Gilded Age:  Johnstown PA
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	A People’s History of the Supreme Court
	Judicial:  Traces the people, justices and decisions of the Supreme Court from Marbury to 
	Irons, Peter
	Penguin
	*

	Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
	Native American:  An Indian History of the Native American and the end of Native American wars
	Brown, Dee
	Owl Books
	**

	Founding Brothers
	New Nation. Traces interesting episodes of some of the founders of the US through their contributions to the workings of the new government.
	Ellis, Joseph J.
	Vintage Books
	*

	The American Political Tradition
	Political events, primary source work.
	Hoffesteder, Richard
	Vintage
	*

	Triangle, The Fire that Changed America
	Progressive.  The fire in the New York shirtwaist manufacturing plant that killed many young immigrant women.  Led to reforms in fire codes/ 2003
	Von Drehle, David
	Grove Press
	*

	American Gospel
	Religion: To what extent does religion (and which religions) shape United States history, government, politics.
	Meacham, Jon
	Random House, 2006
	*

	1776
	Revolution
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Sch
	

	The Minutemen and Their World
	Revolution:  Local History of New England in Revolutionary period.
	Gross, Robert A.
	Hill and Wang
	*

	A Shopkeeper’s Millennium  Society and Revivals in Rochester, New York, 1815-1837
	Second Great Awakening
	Johnson, Paul E.
	Hill and Wang
	*

	Brave Companions
	Series of short biographies of lesser known but influential people in US history.
	McCullough, David
	Simon & Schuster
	

	Democracy in America
	Survey to 1820’s.  Frenchman visited the US to write about the prison system and ended up writing about the nature of the American and American Democracy.
	D’Tocheville, Alexis 
	Signet Classics – also online
	

	Letters of a Nation
	Survey.  A compilation of letters by Americans, both famous and everyday.  Adds depth of understanding and primary source material to US History.
	Carroll, Andrew, Ed.
	Kodansha International
	*

	Lies My Teacher Told Me
	Survey.  Text books have to leave something out.  What have the texts chosen not to say about US History?
	Loewen, James W.
	Touchstone
	*

	Eyewitness to America
	Survey:  “500 years of American History in the words of those who saw it happen”
	Colbert, David, ed.
	Vintage
	**

	People’s History of the United States
	US History from the perspective of the ordinary person who lived it.
	Zinn, Howard
	Harper Perennial
	*

	Westering Women and the Frontier Experience  1800-1915
	Westward Expansion:  Experiences of pioneer women who went west:  entrepreneurs, suffrage workers, framers’ wives, Calamity Jane, Poker Alice.
	Myres, Sandra L.
	Univ of New Mex Press
	*

	Greatest Generation Speaks
	WWII.
	Brokaw, Tom
	Random House
	


Appendix B – Oral History/Research
Research Project/Oral History

This is a research project which covers a theme or decade of the 20th century.  It will incorporate an oral history as part of the research into the topic.  Suggested topics are listed below.  Your project will include background research using secondary  and written primary source materials and at least one interview of someone with some experience of the decade who can provide first-hand perspective.

To complete the project/paper you will need to:

A. Identify someone you can interview for your oral history.

You might want to identify the person first, then design your topic around that person, or identify a topic and then research to find someone in our area who would be willing to be interviewed for their perspective.

B. Conduct background research for the topic using at least three different sources, at least one of which should be a written primary source.

C. Interview your subject.  

Come up with a list of questions pertaining to the topic (some suggestions are given below to get you started).  

Have a tape recorder to help you remember what was said.  Be sure to get permission to record first.  If you can’t get a tape recorder, you’ll have to take copious notes.

Plan on about 1  to 2 hours for the interview.  You’ll need this much time for follow-up questions and opportunities to “dig” for insights.

Be sure to thank your subject.  (It would be nice to send a thank-you note.)

D. Write up the notes on your interview and determine how this fits into your over-all topic.  In other words, put the interview into historical context based on your research of the topic.  You want the interview(s) to be the core of your paper.  It is what provides the insight into your topic.

E. Determine a thesis for your paper, outline and write.

F. This is one time I’ll allow a first person reference or two (notice I’m limiting it to one or two).  Refer to your subject with respect.

G. Be sure to edit and proof-read.  Type it up.  Include your bibliography.

Suggested Questions for generic interview:

1. Where did you grow up?

2. Describe your childhood.

3. What do you remember about …?

4. What did you study?

5. Do you have any stories you remember your grandparents telling you?

6. Do you have any stories you remember your parents telling you?

7. What is the importance of family in your life?

8. Describe your church.  What importance does it play in your life?

9. What other organizations do you belong to?

10. Did you ever participate in any protest demonstrations?  Can you describe them?  Why didn’t you participate?

Overall suggestions for possible topics:

1. Key/Interesting personalities

2. Major events or turning points in American history

3. Military history

a. WWII

b. Korean War

c. Vietnam War

d. Gulf War

e. Iraqui War

4. Overall eras/movements

Great Depression, 1950’s, 1960’s, 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s, Turn of Century

5. American art

6. American music

7. American architecture

8. American “Folk History”, foods, drink; entertainmen, fashions; sports etc. from a particular era or traced through several eras.

9. American authors, philosophers, educators

10. American theology

11. reforms/ crusades

12. Immigration (and ties to “Folk History”)

13. Women’s history/rights

14. American technology

15. Constitutional evolution

Interpretation of Constitutional issues (flag salutes, prayer in schools, segregated schools/integrated schools, Student rights, etc.

16. Civil rights movement

17. American media

18. American foreign policy

19. Native American history

20. Nativism

21. Economic developments

22. political scandals

RUBRIC FOR ORAL HISTORY/RESEARCH PAPER

	
	Interview/Research
	Analysis /Content
	Synthesis and written product
	Documentation
	Process

	4
	Student demonstrated focused, insightful questions for interview with evidence of follow up questions to draw out more background from the subject.  Research effectively supported content from the interview.  May break new ground or contribute new knowledge to content area.
	Student carefully analyzed information and drew appropriate and inventive conclusions supported by the evidence.  Appropriate thesis is evident.  Voice of the student writer is evident.
	Student developed appropriate structure for communicating product, incorporating variety of quality sources (minimum of 3 with 2 being primary.)  Information is logically and creatively organized with smooth transitions.  Product is technically and grammatically correct.
	Documented all sources, including visuals and interview.  Sources are properly cited both in text and on works cited/consulted page.

Documentation is error free.
	Student effectively, sensitively and creatively used appropriate communication to convey conclusions and demonstrated thorough, effective research techniques.  Product displays creativity and originality.

	3
	Student posed focused questions involving them in challenging research.  Questions showed some thought and resulted in good information from interview subject.  Gathered information from a variety of relevant sources.
	Paper showed a good effort was made in analyzing evidence collected.
	Logically organized the product and made good connections among ideas.
	Student documented sources with some care.  Sources are cited in text and on works cited/consulted page.  Few errors noted.
	Student effectively communicated results of research to the audience.

	2
	Student had a few questions for interview with some outside or follow-up questions.  Information gathered from limited range of sources and displayed minimal effort in selecting quality resources.
	Conclusions could be supported by stronger evidence.  Levels of analysis could have been deeper.
	Student could have put greater care into organizing product.  Product contained grammatical and technical errors.
	Student needed to use greater care in documenting sources. 

Documentation war poorly constructed or absent.
	Student needed to work on communicating more effectively.

	1
	Student relied on teacher-generated questions or ones involving little creativity.  Accepted interview answers with no probing.  Information gathered lacked relevance, quality and depth.
	Conclusion simply involved restating information.  Conclusions not supported by the evidence.
	Student’s work is not logically or effectively structured.  Grammatical and technical errors interfere with understanding.
	Student clearly plagiarized materials.
	Showed little evidence of thoughtful research.  Product does not effectively communicate research or interview findings.


Appendix C – Final Activity

ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY

FINAL ACTIVITY

Guess Who Is Coming To Dinner?

This activity will require your team to decide from a possible guest list who to invite to a dinner party that represents what has been studied this term.


You may invite 10 people to the party.  Your ten people need to represent at least 5 eras in U.S. History and all disciplines of S.P.R/I.T.E. (Social, Political, Religious/Intellectual, Technological, Economic) need to be represented.  (Remember:  sometimes one person can represent 2 or more disciplines.)  You must plan the theme of the dinner party, the menu (5 courses), the centerpiece, the invitations, and the toast.  You will also record the conversation that occurs between the guests at this momentous event.  Time is no barrier.


A rubric has been designed to help you evaluate your progress in planning and hosting the party. This grade will count as an exam grade.

Party Checklist:

_____ 1.  Whom to invite.  5 eras.  S.P.R/I.T.E.

_____  2.  What will be the theme of the dinner?

_____  3.  Design the invitation.

_____ 4.  Plan the menu and the opening toast (this is an important statement and worth 10%)

_____ 5.  What will you use/create for a centerpiece?

Process:

_____ 1.  The team may draw all needed designs on tablecloth/place mats.

_____ 2.  You will have 2 class days to complete the planning.

_____ 3.  Choose a spokesperson for each part of the checklist to present the ideas.

_____ 4.  All results need to be ready by June 6, 2006.  Presentation will be June 7, 2006

_____ 5.  Turn in your own evaluation with your final work.

The Party:


At the last minute, two of your guests call to say they cannot attend.  Who are they?  Why are they not coming?  What reasons do they give?


As you serve the meal you overhear the conversations of these guests.  They are discussing the very things we have talked about in the course.  Write out the conversation that you hear.  Each guest needs to be represented with at least 3 exchanges of ideas per guest.


The final written product should demonstrate your best skills in grammar and writing and your  knowledge of US History.  You will turn in the written product with copies of the rubric which will be distributed as you are working on the planning.

“Guess Who is Coming to Dinner”

Final Activity Rubric

	Group Process

Member names


	4

Made a significant contribution.  Product would not have had the same quality without this member.
	3

Good Contribution.  Member “pulled his/her weight.”


	2

Made some contribution, but other members did most of the thinking and work.
	1

Made little or no contribution to the product.

	Contribution of ideas.  Historical accuracy, creativity, Eras and SPRITE
	
	
	
	

	Contribution to written product:

Writing

Editing

Proof reading
	
	
	
	

	Contribution to visual display:  Invitation, place mats, center piece.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	
	
	
	


Group Members

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Historical Accuracy and Inclusion of 5 eras and SPRITE
	Content is not only accurate, but offers new insight on the historical record. 

Guests show knowledge and creativity in representation of eras and SPRITE.
	Content is accurate. 

Eras and SPRITE are represented.
	Content is not entirely accurate. 

Not all Eras or SPRITE are represented
	Content contains several inaccuracies 

No attention was paid to representation of 5 eras or SPRITE in choice of “guests”.

	Creativity
	Activity shows extensive creative thought.  
	Some creative thought present
	Minimal creativity
	No creative thought present

	Presentation
	Presentation is very smooth.  All group members knew what they were doing and were able to speak without hesitation.
	Smooth presentation.  Some hesitation may have been noticed.
	Some members did not know part in presentation
	Members often paused before speaking, or did know when and what to say.  Pranks, clowning and joking interfered with content of presentation.

	Toast
	Presented flawlessly  with flair and poise.  Content smoothly aligns with theme of “Dinner Party”
	Smoothly presented and fits theme of “Dinner Party”
	Some hesitation and connection with theme is tenuous.
	Presentation lacks poise, is overly comical and has no connection with theme.

	Visual Presentation
	Careful thought and attention was paid to the visual part of the “party”  Work and care was evident in the visuals.
	Visuals showed some care and attention.
	Visuals were present but lacked attention and seemed thrown together.
	Visuals were not present or crude and obviously lacked any effort.

	Written Product
	Written product is well organized and synthesizes conversations between “guests.”  

Product is clean of grammatical and technical errors.
	Writing shows some attention paid to organization and to bringing conversations of guests together into a whole.  May have some grammatical or technical errors which do not interfere with understanding.
	Writing is sometimes confusing or does not have a “flow” between ideas.  Many grammatical or technical errors are present.
	Written product is often confusing and shows little connection between ideas.  Grammatical or technical errors are so prevalent that they inhibit understanding of concepts.
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