Advanced Placement US History 

Pre-Course Assignments 2009-2010
Jennifer Williams – jywilliams@wcpss.net
Congratulations on your choice for Advanced Placement US History for 2008-2009 school year.  Registration in this course is something college admissions officers are pleased to see as it indicates a familiarity with the rigor of college courses.  Success on the AP US History exam for most schools means six credit hours in history, usually at the 200 level.  This can translate into significant savings for you and your parents.  However, the course is difficult and so in order to get you started you do need to complete some summer assignments.  This packet will explain the course and get you started on your reading for the summer.  Remember that all drop-adds for AP courses must be made by June 1, 2009!
Course Syllabus – A copy of the complete AP syllabus is available at the web page for this class which is  http://www.quia.com/pages/jywapush.html
Course Objective/Focus 
The objective of this course is to increase the student’s depth of understanding of United States history from discovery to the present with the goal of having each student pass the AP examination.  The primary focus is on primary source and historical analysis, therefore a strong emphasis is placed on written expression.
This AP US History course will be taught on the AP A/B block schedule.  Students begin the course in August, will prepare to take the AP exam in May and will have an additional project to finish between the exam and the end of the year.  Students who are taking AP US History to fulfill their US History credit must take the EOC on their exam date in June.  Those students who have already fulfilled their US History credit and have taken the EOC will not take it again, but will have an alternate assignment due before the end of the year.  
Grading

As the Advanced Placement exam is three parts of multiple choice questions, a document based question and free response questions, the grade for the course is based on the following:


35%:  Multiple choice tests and projects.  All tests are toward understanding the multiple choice section of the exam and will be 55 minutes long and all multiple choice questions will be between 5 choices.

35%:  Writing (document Based Questions, Free Response Essays, position papers, book review, Oral history/research.)


30%:  Daily work including:  class participation, quizzes, debates, worksheets, notes and notebook.

Students are assessed in a variety of ways including cumulative multiple choice tests, Free Response Questions (FRQ), Document Based Questions (DBQ), projects, debates and other assignments.  

Course Requirements

Students must maintain an AP US History notebook.  This notebook should be ready for the first day of class.  The notebook should be a large three-ring binder with the following sections:
1. Class notes, reading notes and discussion questions, dated and organized by unit
Students should take notes both from written sources and oral/visual sources. Tests, quizzes and review sheets should be included at the end of every unit.
2. Writing samples, Focus Questions, etc.

3. Maps, Graphs, charts and Handouts
4. Handouts which must be returned and destroyed at the end of the course as per copyright stipulations.
5. Index of acts, administrations, documents, laws, supreme court cases, charts of change over time for African Americans, women, Native Americans, foreign policy, etc.

Students must be able to access the internet, either from school, a local library or from home.

Students must abide by all policies of the school and the county Board of Education, paying extra close attention to those regarding electronic devices and any form of intellectual theft.  All ideas expressed should be the student’s original ideas and they should be able to apply and sign the following honor code to any assignment turned in for credit:


On my honor, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized aid on this assignment (test, quiz, essay, DBQ, etc.)

Resources

· Text(s)  Most students will use the following text:
a. Brinkley, Alan. American History: A Survey. Boston: McGraw-Hill
or
b. Bailey, Thomas A., Kennedy, David M., Cohen, Lizabeth; The American Pageant; Houghton Mifflin Co. 

· Historical Analysis: - Selections

· Perman, Michael, ed.; Perspectives on the American Past, Volume 1:  To 1877;   Lexington, MA:  D.C. Heath and Company.

· Perman, Michael, ed.; Perspectives on the American Past, Volume 2:  Since 1877;   Lexington, MA:  D.C. Heath and Company

APUSH 2009-2010

Pre-Course Work 

A. Read the attached letter of information

B. Due by June 12, 2009 – E-mail me at jywilliams@wcpss.net so that I have a way to contact you over the summer.

C.  The following assignments are due by the first day of class.
1.  Web Quest:  The purpose of this assignment is to give you a sense of the sites available when doing research or when needing a primary source.  A copy of the assignment is attached.

2. US Constitution:  Students should know the Constitution well.  Complete the attached worksheet and attach it to your copy of the Constitution.  You may download a Constitution guide from my APUSH web page if you need more in-depth guidance.
3. US Presidents:  download a copy of the presidents chart from the web page (read the letter)  Complete the following columns:  Election year/ opponent(s); Political party/state of birth; years of term(s).  This needs to be ready by the first day of class.  If you are unable to access the web-page, copies are available at the main office or you may contact me and request a copy
4. Read the article “The Past in Perspective” by John Perman.  Write a response to this article (Multi-paragraph format; 1 – 2 pages typed 12 font double spaced)  Be sure you have a thesis statement with an introductory paragraph and a conclusion to your paper.  Proof read it, edit it and make it your best example of written work!
5. Download a film review from the web-page.  Choose a film about American history and review it on the film review guide.  You may choose any film as long as it ties directly to events of US or American history and is about people of that history.  For example:  Saving Private Ryan (WWII, US soldiers) is acceptable, but Schindler’s List (WWII, but not involving US soldiers or citizens) is not.
