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Constitution Study Guide     


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
The Constitution of the United States was written in the year ***  ___________.  

Define constitution: ***

This Constitution contains a Preamble or ***  _____________________ and ______ Articles. *   The Constitution was signed by Mr. ___________  (p. 78) _____________, Secretary, and _________ representatives from _______ states.

*  The Representatives from North Carolina were ___________ ____________, ___________ ___________ and __________ _______________- ______________.

PREAMBLE (p. 68)

*    The Preamble begins with the words _______ _____ _______________.  

***    What philosophical idea from the Declaration of Independence do these words show?

****    These are very important words, why?

**  The Preamble then states 6 goals of this plan of government.  List each goal.

A) goal:

B)  goal:

C)  Goal:  

D)  Goal:

E)  Goal:

F)  Goal:

For a later activity, you will need to choose one of these goals.  Rank them in order from most interesting to least interesting.  As you are finishing the rest of the study guide, try to decide if there are any parts of the Constitution which support your favorite goal.  Make a note of these in the margins of the guide.

***    Define:  ordain:

ARTICLE ONE (p. 68 - 73)  is about the *______________ branch.  Define the underlined term: 

Each article is divided into sections.  Article I has *_____ sections.

Section 1:  The *______________ powers are vested in a * ____________ __ ___ ____________ ________ .  This has 2 houses:  the *_____________ and the *__________ of ________________.

What vocabulary term means a 2-house legislature? ***  ______________

Section 2:  is about the * __________ __ _______________.  These people are chosen every *_____ years by the people of the *____________ _____________.


Qualifications:



*_____________ years old.



*_____________  years a citizen of _______________.


and must be    **  _________________________________________.

   The 3/5 clause (clause 3) applies to ** ___________.

The number of Representatives is determined every *_______ years.  This is done through an enumeration (or count) and is known as the *** __________.

Each representative represents no less than *___________ people and each state is guaranteed at least *_____.

4.  If someone leaves office, how shall they be replaced? *

5.  The House of Representatives shall choose their *___________ and other officers, and shall have the sole power of *________________.


define:  Speaker of the House: 3*


What is the name of this person today? ***  _____________ ___________.


Define:  impeachment  (be exact) ***

Section 3
1.  Section 3 is about the *________________ .  Each state has *__________ Senators, no matter how many citizens.  Senators serve for *______ years.

2.  This clause is about the classes of Senators and the rotation of senate elections.  Read it carefully and describe the process in your own words as simply as possible. **
3.  the qualifications of Senators are:

*_________ years old.


*__________ years a U.S. citizen.


And must be an inhabitant of* ____________________________________.

4.  The *_______ ______________ __ ___ ___________ _____________ is the President of the Senate, but has no vote except: *______________________.

  What is the name of the President of the Senate today? *** _______________

5.  What does the President Pro-tempore do?**

6.  The Senate has the sole power to:*

*If the person charged is the President, who resides at the trial? *________ What ratio of votes is needed to convict?

7.  What is the judgment in cases of impeachment?*

Section 4
1.  Who decides how elections for the House and Senate are run?*

2.  How often is the Congress to assemble? *** __________________ (see Amendment 20) The day of this assembly has been changed to:***
Section 5

1.  What percentage of each house is necessary for a house to do business? *______.

define quorum: ***

How can each house ensure a quorum? **

2.  How can a member of Congress be expelled?*

3.  Each house must keep a ______________.  Why? (***)
4. What must Congress do to adjourn? (**)
Section 6
1.  How is the pay of Congresspersons determined?*

Refer to an almanac or your textbook to find out how much Congresspersons currently get paid. (***)  _____________.

Section 7
1.  All bills for raising *________ shall begin in the House of Representatives.

Define this term: ***

2.  When a bill passes the House and the Senate it is then presented to the ____________.  If he (or she)  approves it, then he will ____________.  If not, what does he do?**


If the Congress still wants it to become a law they must approve it by *______/______ vote in both houses.

(note:  We will work more with passing bills into laws)

Section 8:  Powers of Congress

1.  To collect *___________.

2.  To borrow *___________ for the United States

3.  To regulate *____________ (or trade) with *________ __________ and among the several *____________.

4.  To establish *_________________ and *___________________.

5.  To coin *____________ and fix the standard of*____________ and *______________.

6.  To punish* _____________-.

7.  To establish *_________ ____________.

8.  To promote the progress of *________________.

9.  To set up tribunals (courts) inferior to the *____________ ____________.

10.  To punish *______________.

11.  To declare *____________.

12.  To raise and support*__________ (but money must be re-budgeted every *_____ years.)

13.  To provide a *_________.

14.  To make rules for the *__________ and *__________ forces;

15.  To provide for calling out the *_____________;

16.  To provide for organizing the* ________________;

18.  To make all *_________ necessary and *____________ for carrying out the powers vested by this Constitution.  (This is also known as the “elastic clause.”)

Section 9:  Powers denied to Congress

1.  This kept Congress from ending the **  ________ __________ before ________.

2.  Congress cannot suspend the *_______ of *________ ___________.


(Use the margin notes of the Constitution to explain this right. **)

3.  Cannot pass* __________ of ____________ or ex* __________ ___________ law.

4.  No *__________ _________.
5.  No *_________ shall be laid on articles* _________ from any __________.
6.  No preference shall be given to ports of any one state.
7.  No *________ shall be drawn from the *_______________ except by appropriations made by *___________.
8.  No title of *____________ shall be granted.  Federal employees may not accept gifts from foreign nations, except by consent of the *____________.
Section 10:  Powers denied to the *_______________.

1.  States cannot enter into *___________, coin *____________; pass a bill of ________ or ex *_________ _________ law or grant titles of *____________.

2.  States cannot tax *___________ or _____________ without permission.
3.  States need permission of Congress to prepare for or wage *________, except in military emergency.
ARTICLE 2 :  
The *______________ Branch

Section 1
1.  Executive power is vested in a* ____________ of the *___________ __________.


How long does he hold office? *__________ years

2.  Sets up the **___________ ______________.

3.  Voting by Electors

4.  Congress determines the day of elections. (What day are these elections? *** ___________________________________________)

5.  Qualifications of President


*_______________ - ______________ citizen


*__________ years old at least.

 
Must be a resident of U.S. for at least *___________ years.

6.  Who takes over as President if the President is removed from office or dies? *_________ __________________.

7.  The president receives a *_____________ .  Use an almanac or your text to find out how much this is.  (Yes, he does pay taxes on it)  *** $____________________

8.  What must a person swear (or affirm) before taking office? (Paraphrase)


**

Section 2:  Powers granted to the President

1.  The president is *________________ in ____________ of the _________ and _________.


He can grant *__________ and _____________.

2.  He has the power to make *____________ with the consent of _________/_________ of the Senate.  He also nominates and appoints *_________________, judges of the *___________ ___________ and  other offices of the *____________ ___________  (usually referred to as the Cabinet).

3.  He can give temporary *___________ when the Senate is not in session.

Section 3:  Duties of the President

He must give a *_____________ of the ____________ message each year.  He must receive *_______________ and take care that the laws be faithfully *____________.

Section 4:  Impeachment. Define impeachment: ***  

The *____________, _________-______________ and all civil officers of the United States shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and conviction of *______________, ________________, or other _________ ___________ and _____________________.

ARTICLE 3  The *_____________ Branch

Section 1
The Judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one *_____________ ______________ and in such _________________ _______________ as Congress ordains and establishes. 

How long do Supreme Court and lower court justices and judges hold office? ** _________________  How are they paid? __________________________

Use an almanac to determine how much this amount is: ***  ________________________.

Why do you think they hold their terms this way? ****

Section 2:  Jurisdiction of Federal Courts

What does jurisdiction mean? ***  ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________  

What kinds of cases does Federal judicial power extend to?*

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

When does the Supreme Court have “original” jurisdiction? *

What does this mean? **

What does appellate mean? ***  ________________________________________
_________________________________________________-

When does the Supreme Court have appellate jurisdiction? **

What does this mean? **

Name the two conditions for the trial of a crime:

1.

2.

Section 3 - Treason

The Constitution defines treason.  What is it?*

What are the conditions for conviction of treason?*

Who punishes the conviction of treason? *____________________________

ARTICLE IV - States Rights

Section 1: Summarize this section in your own words: **

Section 2:

  Entitles citizens of any state to the *____________ and _____________ of citizens in the ___________ _____________.

Fugitives from crime who are found in another state must be:*

Even though not mentioned directly, the third paragraph deals with slaves.  What does this paragraph provide?  **

  Why was it changed? (See the 13th Amendment) ( **/***)

Section 3
 1.   How are new states admitted to the Union?**

  What are the limitations to adding new states?*

  Paragraph 2 gives Congress power regarding *_____________________.  What is this power?**

Section 4
  Guarantees to every state a *___________________ form of government.  The underlined word means:  ***

  It protects states from *_______________________ and ____________________.

ARTICLE V - Amendments

What is an amendment? ***  _______________________________

What are the two ways an amendment may be proposed? **

1.

2.

How is an amendment approved? **

What are the limitations on proposing amendments? **

ARTICLE VI
What does it say about debts against the United States?**

What is the Supreme Law of the Land?*

1.

2.

3.

What oath or affirmation does the Constitution require of public officials?*

Who is required to take this oath?*

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

The Constitution prohibits a *_______________________________________ as condition of public office under trust of the United States. Why? ****

ARTICLE VII - Ratification  This word means ***  ______________________.

  How many states were needed to put the Constitution into effect? *_________

  What if a state refused to ratify the Constitution? ****

The Bill of Rights 

The 1st _______ Amendments to the Constitution

  Define amendment:***

The first 10 Amendments to the Constitution were called the Bill of Rights and were the result of a compromise made by the Federalists to guarantee the rights of individuals.  How many other changes have been made to this Constitution?**____________.

Amendment 1
Congress shall make no law respecting an *________ __ _________, or prohibiting the *________ __________ thereof;

***  the word respecting means:

***  the word prohibiting means:

... or abridging the *__________ of ___________, or of the __________.

***  the word abridge means:

... or the right of the people peaceably to * ________, and to _________ the _____________ for a redress of ______________.

***  the word redress means:

Amendment 2

1*  A well regulated *________,  (***  what does this word mean?)

being necessary to the security of a free _______, the right of the people to keep and bear _______, shall not be infringed.  ***  What does the word infringed mean? 

Amendment 3
No soldier shall, in time of peace be *_____________ in any house, without the consent of the ____________, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be ___________ by ___________.

Amendment 4
1*  The right of the people to be ___________ in their ____________, ___________, _________, and ____________, against ___________ _________ and __________, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon __________ ________, supported by __________ or ___________, and particularly describing the _____________ to be searched, and the _________ or ___________ to be seized.

***  Define warrant:

Amendment 5
No person shall be held to answer for a ________ or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or ______________ of a __________ __________, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same _________ to be ___________ put in __________ of _________ or ___________; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a __________________ ____________ ______________, nor be deprived of __________, ______________, or _______________ without ______ _________ of  _________; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just ________________.

***  Define:

1.  indictment:

2.  compelled:

3.  compensation:

Amendment 6
1*  In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a ________ and ___________ trial, by an ____________ ___________ of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the ____________ and ___________ of the _______________; to be _____________ with the _____________ against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining ____________ in his ____________, and to have the ______________ of __________ for his _____________.

Amendment 7
1*  In suits at ___________ law, where the value in controversy shall exceed __________ dollars, the right of ___________ by a ________ shall be preserved, and no fact tried b a ________, shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the ________ law.

***  Define common law:

Amendment 8
1*  Excessive _________- shall not be required, nor excessive ________ imposed, nor _________ and _____________ _____________ inflicted.

***  Define:  bail
Amendment 9
1*  the ___________ in the ______________, of certain _______, shall not be construed to ________ or disparage others retained by the _________.

***  Define:

1.  enumeration
2.  disparage
Amendment 10
1*  The powers not delegated to the __________ ___________ by the __________, nor prohibited by it to the __________ are ___________ to the _____________ respectively, or to the people.

***  Define:  delegated
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