[image: ]PLANO HIGH SCHOOL
COURSE: Biology
TEXT:  Prentice Hall Biology
INSTRUCTOR:  Mrs. K. Franks
Email: kfranks@plano88.org
Website: http://www.quia.com/profiles/kfranks                                                                     	Phone: (630) 552-3178
Room: F211

PREREQUISITE COURSEWORK:	There are no prerequisite courses for biology.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Biology is the study of living things.  This is a problem-based, laboratory oriented, minds on course.

COURSE OUTLINE: 
Semester 1				Semester 2
1.  Scientific Method (Ch 1)		6.  DNA replication protein synthesis (Ch 12)
& Tools			7. Genetics (Ch 11,12,13,14)
2. Cell structure & function (Ch 7)	8. Taxonomy (Ch 18) 
3.  Cell transport (Ch 7)		9.  Kingdoms (Ch 19-34)	
4.  Cellular respiration (Ch 9)  	10. Ecology (Ch 3 – 6)			
& Photosynthesis (Ch 8)				
5.  Cell division (Ch 10 & 11.4)



CALCULATOR USE:  Calculators are allowed in biology, but not required.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REPRESENTATIVE PERFORMANCE SKILLS: The student coming into this class should have a basic understanding of the scientific method, be able to graph and read rulers, and know basic lab tools with a brief review.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
1. The student will use the processes of scientific inquiry and technological design to investigate questions, conduct experiments, and solve problems.
2.  The student will recognize that the study of living material depends on the study of chemistry.    
3. The students will compare physical, ecological and behavioral factors that influence interactions and interdependence of organisms.
4.  The student will be able to identify cell organelles and their functions.
5.  The students will describe how cell division solves the problems of cell growth 
6.  The student will be able to recognize the importance of energy to cell work and how plant cells and animal cells obtain energy.
7.  The student will describe how human traits are inherited.
8. The students will describe the relationship between genes and proteins.
9. The student will be able to classify living things according to kingdoms.  

METHODS OF EVALUATING OUTCOMES: Grades are a combination of notes, homework, projects, labs, quizzes, and tests. There is also a final exam given at the end of each semester.

GRADING POLICY: Grades are taken as total points. 80% of your semester grade is from the total points you received throughout the semester and 20% is from the final exam. There are no weighted categories. 

EXAM INFORMATION: Tests will be at the end of each unit and will consist of fill in the blank, multiple choice, short answer, matching, and essay questions.  The final exam will be 100 multiple choice questions on a scantron.  

TEACHER EXPECTATIONS AND CLASS POLICIES:
	Homework: Work is due at the beginning of class unless otherwise specified.  Late work will be accepted until the end of the unit, but will only be given 50% credit (unless you fully complete the assignment in front of me during LL, then you will be given 75% credit).  Also, you are only allowed one day for every day you were absent. After that, the assignment is late.  EXCEPTION:  If you are missing work due to an unexcused absence or suspension, NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN FOR CLASS WORK.

	Attendance: Being in class is important!  Students who have frequent absences often miss important information regarding topics, homework, labs and tests.  You are responsible for finding out about and turning in missed work and for getting the notes you may have missed.  Do not interrupt class in order to find out what you missed.  If you have questions, you may see me after school from 2:40-3:00 or while others are working on an in-class assignment; you may also ask for a Learning Lab pass. If you miss class because of a field trip or driver’s education, you have to turn in anything due that day before the end of that day or it will be counted as late. You must also find out what you missed and pick up any homework assigned that day because it is also due for you the next class period. If you miss a test, you will take it the next class period unless you have scheduled another time with me to take it.  Absences and Tests: If you know about a test ahead of time and you are absent the class period before the test, even if it is excused, you must still take the test (*unless new material has been covered) If you are absent the day of a test, you have three days to make it up.

Behavior: I expect you to be respectful to yourself and others and to respect people's property and space.  You will be in your seat and prepared to work having all of your materials with you when the bell rings. You will only be given 3 passes out of class, so use them wisely. I do not want to hear any excuses as to why you do not have your homework or why you are late.

	Extra Credit: Extra credit may be offered, but it will only be offered at the end of the semester in the form of a paper or project.  You may earn up to 3% for your semester grade prior to the final exam. 














PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM.  KEEP THE COURSE INFORMATION FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.


I have read and understand the Biology Course Guidelines.

Student (Sign Name) ____________________________________________ Date______
Student (Print Name) _______________________________________    

Parent or Guardian (Sign Name) ___________________________________ Date______
Parent or Guardian (Print Name) _________________________________    
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