Latin STELLAE

       




         Ms. Karppinen, Fall 2008
Parents:  Please see web site for general policies and info:  www.lonepineclassical.com
Quia web site (review games and activities):  http://www.quia.com/pages/kkstellae.html
The Quia site will grow as we progress through the course.

Course Outline

This course is designed to introduce students to Latin, with the following goals:

· That students explore Roman history, geography, culture/daily life, and mythology, learn basic Latin vocabulary, and master very basic Latin grammar.

· That students gain conversational Latin skills (weather, how-are-you, basic phrases & classroom words)
· That students develop critical thinking and problem solving skills to use in Latin AND in everyday life.

· That students have many opportunities to accept and meet a challenge!
· That students have fun with the activities, work with students whom they didn’t previously know, and forge/strengthen friendships with their classmates.

· That students explore applications of Latin vocabulary/grammar and the influence of Roman history/culture on modern life, and strengthen their English vocabulary & grammar skills.

· That students become enthusiastic about Latin and wish to study it further!  
· That students who choose to take the ELE (in December) do well on it.  That students ages 12+ have the opportunity to participate in the CoJCL convention, if they wish.

How to Make the Most of This Class

· Please come to class on time and prepared with any requested materials (e.g. craft materials, though this will be rare) every day.  Please let me know about absences in advance if at all possible – we can cancel and schedule a make-up if half the class would be absent.
· ASK QUESTIONS as needed!  Keep me informed of your progress, struggles, and topics you would like me to review.  Parents, ask your students about Latin at home, and email me feedback.  EMAIL is a great way for both students and parents to ask me questions.  I may reply by email or save student questions for class.  If I bring up your question in class, I’ll always say “Someone asked…” and not mention your name.  Ask away!
Class Procedures

Handouts (sent via email and on Quia page) will detail the objectives and activities for each week.  Review games and activities (optional, but recommended) will be posted on the Quia web site.

There are no grades issued for this course.  Students who complete a session will receive a certificate at the end of the school year.  Those who take the ELE exam will receive a ribbon (participation) and an additional certificate from the ELE committee if they win an award.

Rookies:  Please don’t feel overwhelmed.  YOUNG STUDENTS ARE NOT EXPECTED TO MASTER ALL THE MATERIAL!  This class is structured so that parents/students can adapt it to suit their wishes and abilities – from ages 8 through 12 (grades 3/4 to 7/8), and from a student who just wants to attend the class (and not do homework) to the family who wants to be able to do Latin five days a week.  There will most likely be a grammar portion at the end of class for interested students (strongly recommended for students 11 and older!).  I do expect students who plan to take Latin 100 next year to attempt to master all the material this year.  Each student should try to master what he or she reasonably can, and observe the rest as attentively as possible.  You will absorb more than you are consciously aware of!  There are no tests – so relax, and enjoy the class!  :)  
Homework:  Each week, there will be a list of challenges each worth a certain number of points, based on our current theme.  It’s your choice which challenges you attempt!  


Example:  A typical week

In-Class activities (solve a puzzle, answer review questions) for that week:  20 points possible


At home – English vocabulary (use English words like “pugnacious” that come from Latin – 5 words, max 
5x/word):  25 points possible.


At home – Quia quiz games and review activities:  1 point per activity attempted; max 5x/activity (though 

you can play them infinitely!  I just have to cut off the points or it’d skew our system.):  15 points possible.  (We’ll have 3 new Quia games per week)


At home – Other “extension” activity – 10 points possible (parent given rubric to determine points)

Note:  All “At home” activities are optional, but highly recommended!

Parents:  Note that you have plenty of “At home” activities to span the entire week; for example, you could spend 2 days on Quia, one day on English vocabulary, and one day on the “extension” activity.  (The fifth day is class day.)

Fall Session 2008 (10 weeks):  Roman History / Mythology I
Each student will have a place on our timeline.  All students will begin at 1200 B.C. and try to time travel back home!  As they earn points from attending class or doing homework, they will progress along the timeline toward 600 A.D. – our magic portal back to the present day.  Each point they earn is 3 years.  So a student who begins at 1200 B.C. and earns 50 total points the first week would progress to 1050 B.C.  Good luck trying to get back home!  

NOTE:  This timeline / points game is just for fun and are not to be construed as a grading system.  All 
students who participate in class will learn a great deal; there are no grades given for this class.  

Second note:  This may seem “young” at first for the 12-year-olds, but I used a similar system with high 
school juniors in a chemistry class, and they loved it!  They fought to reach the higher levels.  It all depends on attitude!


January (3-week OPTIONAL) session:  Review for and take the ELE (Exploratory Latin Exam).


No point system!  Study for 2 weeks, then take the (standardized) test on the third week.  Bonam fortunam!

Spring Session (10 weeks):  Roman Mythology II
Each student will have a “Roman Mythology” book (picture) posted on our web page and will be able to 

add decorations to the book’s cover based on points earned.  (Bonus points available occasionally.)

600 points or more:  You finished the book!  (lightning bolt)

500-599 points:  You’ve read 90% of the book! (caduceus)

400-499 points:  You’ve read 80% of the book! (trident)

300-399 points:  You’ve read 70% of the book!  (lyre)

200-299 points:  You’ve read 60% of the book! (bookmark)

100-199 points:  You’ve read half the book! (title)

0-99 points:  Haven’t opened the book (plain book cover)

Grading Policy

There are no grades issued for this class!  Our top point scorers will be recognized at the end of each session.  Please plan to attend the End-of-Year Latin Awards Party in May if possible.  Date TBA -- most likely a Saturday, 11 a.m. 
Please see www.lonepineclassical.com for details about all of our Latin courses.
