Latin 100


       




         Ms. Karppinen, Fall 2008
Parents:  Please see web site for general policies and info:  www.lonepineclassical.com
Our Quia site:  www.quia.com/pages/kklatin100.html
Course Outline

This course is designed to introduce students to Latin, with the following goals:

· That students explore Roman history, geography, culture/daily life, and mythology, learn the vocabulary, and master the grammar of a standard first-year college-preparatory high school Latin curriculum.

· That students become proficient (at a first-year level) in reading Latin in original word order, without stopping to mentally translate each sentence.  That students gain conversational Latin skills.
· That students develop critical thinking and problem solving skills to use not only in Latin, but also in everyday life.

· That students have fun with the review activities, work with students whom they didn’t previously know, and forge/strengthen friendships with their classmates.

· That students experience a “college prep” level high-school class and develop their study skills.

· That students explore applications of Latin/grammatical concepts in modern life, the influence of Roman history/culture on modern life, and strengthen their English vocabulary (SAT prep) & grammar skills.

· That students do well on the National Latin Exam (in early March)!

How to Make the Most of This Class
· Please come to class on time and prepared with all materials (especially homework!) every day.  Great attendance and doing homework are crucial for your success!  Please let me know in advance (if possible) if you will miss class; you will be able to watch a recording.  
· ASK QUESTIONS as needed, and attend the Tuesday night drop-in help sessions!  Keep me informed of your progress, struggles, and topics you would like me to review.  If you have a question, odds are good that someone else is wondering the same thing.  EMAIL is a great way to ask me questions, too.  I may reply by email or save your question for class.  If I bring up your question in class, I’ll always say “Someone asked…” and not mention your name.
· The focus/theme of Latin 100 is “Welcome to the Club.”  This year you’ll explore all the areas that we will study during the four years of high-school Latin available to you – grammar, vocabulary, mythology, history, culture and daily life, mottoes/phrases/abbreviations, Latin-in-English, derivatives, etc.  A busy year!  (
Class Procedures

Unit objectives will be given to students at the beginning of each unit.  All activities and quiz/test questions will be designed based on these objectives.  There will be no “surprise” test questions not covered in the unit objectives.  Check the “Orberg_LatinPlanChart” Excel document (Latin 100 page) to see topics covered in each unit.  

Students will receive a “Latin CD” at the beginning of the year containing all chapter packets, bonus materials, etc. 
I recommend keeping a Latin binder – a three-ring binder containing only Latin materials.  Students are responsible for printing their own packet for the current chapter and bringing it to class (in their binder).  It’s probably easiest to use section dividers between chapters and to bring the entire current unit’s chapter packets every day.  Each FOURTH chapter contains a summary of all grammar/vocabulary presented so far.  (For chapters with large packets, which is most of them, just print the first few pages, through the exercitia – you do not have to print the vocabulary or grammar summaries.)
The following materials will be needed every day:

3-ring binder used exclusively for Latin (including the chapter packets you’ve printed from the Latin disk).


Extra looseleaf paper (in binder) for notes and games/activities.


Orberg book.  (Orberg’s Colloquium book will be used during class; I own class sets, and will mail copies 

to the online students – please mail them back at the end of the course!  The CD is yours to keep.)

Pens or pencils and erasers.  (The NLE requires #2 pencils.  Bring click erasers!)
Hints

If you have any problems with the material we cover, see me for help!  You can email me (karp1248@yahoo.com) or call me (970-225-1817) at any time (though I am not very good at answering the phone).  I will check and answer email every evening.  This course moves quickly; it is important that you do not wait to get help!  There are no dumb questions! 
You do NOT need a dictionary.  But if you want one, you may wish to purchase the New College Latin & English Dictionary by John Traupman.  It’s a great dictionary and very inexpensive.  I found mine on either amazon.com or bn.com for less than $6.  (Bantam Publishers)
Grading Policy

To maximize class time, all tests/quizzes/exams will be given to the student to do at home.  Parents must proctor the unit tests (four per year) – proctoring quizzes is optional.  (“Proctoring” may mean simply having the student take their test at the kitchen table while the parent is working on something else.)  I trust the student to be sincere about learning Latin and thus to take the tests/quizzes honestly (without notes or books).  Grades will be calculated on a point basis; tests are usually 100 points, daily homework around 5, and other work (projects, participation, quizzes) somewhere in between.  Some work can be redone to improve your grade, but try to do your best the first time.  All tests and quizzes are taken via the Quia website:  www.quia.com/pages/kklatin100.html.  I do hand-grade them; do not trust the initial scores that the computer gives you!!!
The final exam is 20% of the student’s grade (standard high-school policy).  If students are younger than 14 during final exam week, the exam can be worth only 10% of the student’s grade – let me know if this is what you’d like.
At the end of each course the student will receive a certificate that he/she has passed, passed "cum laude," "magna cum laude," or "summa cum laude."  A "summa" is roughly equivalent to a 95% or better, a "magna" is roughly a 90 to 95%, a "cum laude" is roughly an 85 - 90%.  Passing is equivalent to a 70% or better.  

Students need to do homework/quizzes ON TIME to succeed!  Skipping homework assignments or getting behind on quizzes is a recipe for disaster… plus, it breaks up the lessons’ continuity and holds up the entire class.  We will decide as a class how to handle unprepared students.  A homework grade may be a good motivator; 5 points per assignment, with deductions for incomplete/late assignments and a “0” for missing assignments.  

National Latin Exam:  For the NLE competition in March, all “in-person” students will have to take the exam at one time, in one location.  Karen is not allowed to attend – we’ll need to find a location and a parent volunteer to administer the exam.  The exam fee is included in the course fee, so it does not cost you anything.  Online students will be able to take the exam at home – you need to have the exam postmarked/mailed the day it is taken!
An outline of all the Latin courses
Latin 100:  4 units:  Finish Orberg chapters 1-16.  Focus:  Welcome to the Club!
Latin 200:  4 units:  Finish Orberg chapters 17-35 (Finish Book I).  Focus:  Extensive Reading and Writing.
Latin 300/400 PROSE:  4 units of varying size:  Caesar, Orberg book II (major unit), Cicero (short unit), and other authors.  Focus:  Become a Native!  (Get a “native” sense of the language.)
Latin 300/400 POETRY:   Focus:  Make Latin Friends (explore your personal interests in literature and history).  

…Ask me about Latin 400 AP, which allows you to earn college credit!
