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       Ms. Karppinen, Fall 2008
Parents:  Please see web site for general policies and info:  www.lonepineclassical.com

Our Quia site:  www.quia.com/pages/kklatin200.html
Course Outline

This course is designed to introduce students to Latin, with the following goals:

· That students further explore Roman history, geography, culture/daily life, and mythology, learn the vocabulary, and master the grammar of a standard second-year college-preparatory high school Latin curriculum.

· That students become proficient (at a second-year level) in reading Latin in original word order, without stopping to mentally translate each sentence.  That students improve their conversational Latin skills (pronunciation, improvisation).

· That students develop their Latin READING skills via extensive reading.

· That students develop their WRITING skills (in Latin, of course!) via extensive journaling.

· That students develop critical thinking and problem solving skills to use not only in Latin, but also in everyday life.

· That students have fun with the review activities, work with students whom they didn’t previously know, and forge/strengthen friendships with their classmates.

· That students experience a “college prep” level high-school class and develop their study skills.

· That students do well on the National Latin Exam (in early March)!

How to Make the Most of This Class

· Please come to class on time and prepared with all materials (especially homework!) every day.  Great attendance and doing homework are crucial for your success!  Watch the recording if you miss class.
· ASK QUESTIONS as needed!  Keep me informed of your progress, struggles, and topics you would like me to review.  If you have a question, odds are good that someone else is wondering the same thing.  EMAIL is a great way to ask me questions, too.  I may reply by email or save your question for class.  If I bring up your question in class, I’ll always say “Someone asked…” and not mention your name.

· The focus/theme of Latin 200 is “Extensive Reading.”  By reading as much as possible at or even below your current Latin level (in terms of what words you’ve learned and what grammar you know) your reading comprehension and your “Latin instincts” will improve.  You’ll have enough practice with the language so that you will be able to identify correct sentences because they will “feel” right to you.  You must do the reading consistently at home a little bit  at least twice/week  – please don’t get behind!  It’s not unreasonable to finish both files by the end of the school year.
Class Procedures

Unit objectives will be given to students at the beginning of each unit.  All activities and quiz/test questions will be designed based on these objectives.  There will be no “surprise” test questions not covered in the unit objectives.  

Students will receive a “Latin CD” at the beginning of the year containing all chapter packets, bonus materials, etc.  It’s probably easiest to use section dividers between chapters and to bring the entire current unit’s chapter packets every day.  Each end-of-unit chapter (see the “Orberg Latin Plan Chart” Excel file) contains a summary of all grammar/vocabulary presented so far.  (For chapters with large packets, just print the first few pages, through the exercitia – you do not have to print the vocabulary or grammar summaries.)

The following materials will be needed every day:

Orberg book and Colloquium book (until we finish it).  


Extra scrap paper / looseleaf paper (in binder) for notes and games/activities.

Pens or pencils and erasers.  (The NLE requires #2 pencils.  Bring click erasers!)


Latin journal, in whatever format you keep it (MS Word, etc.)

Suggested:  3-ring binder used exclusively for Latin (including the chapter packets you’ve printed 
from the Latin disk).
Hints

If you have any problems with the material we cover, see me for help!  You can email me (karp1248@yahoo.com) or call me (225-1817) at any time.  I will check and answer email every evening.  This course moves quickly; it is important that you do not wait to get help!  There are no dumb questions! 

You DO NOT need a dictionary.  If you really want one, you may wish to purchase the New College Latin & English Dictionary by John Traupman.  It’s a great dictionary and very inexpensive.  I found mine on either amazon.com or bn.com for less than $6.  (Bantam Publishers)
Grading Policy

See Latin 100 syllabus if new.  Main points:  
Students need to do homework/quizzes ON TIME to succeed!  
Passing is equivalent to a 70% or better.
National Latin Exam:  You need to get the exam postmarked/mailed the day it is taken!
Changes from Last Year
** We are going to try an experiment this year of only having one test (the final exam), not four. **

The final exam is 20% of the student’s grade (standard high-school policy).  
Why are we doing this?
You will be working independently on one major project (extensive reading) and working with help on another major project (journaling).  These are both full-year projects.  Unfortunately, this means that your grade as reported throughout the year is only ~50% of your final grade – your grade can change A LOT during the last month of class.  You’ll have a good idea of how you’re doing on each project, but it will not be calculated into your grade until the end of the course.

Regular classwork (homework, vocab quizzes, etc.):  ~50% of course grade

Journal:  20% of course grade.  See the “Orberg Latin Plan Chart” Excel file for journal grading.

Extensive Reading:  10% of course grade.  

Finishing both files by year-end:  A.  Going significantly beyond:  A+.  Doing less:  A- to C, 

based on how far the average student went (B).  Reading less than half of the material:  Not 

Passing.  This project requires you to report honestly on your progress.
Final exam:  20% of course grade.

An outline of all the Latin courses

Latin 100:  4 units:  Finish Orberg chapters 1-16.  Focus:  Welcome to the Club!
Latin 200:  4 units:  Finish Orberg chapters 17-35 (Finish Book I).  Focus:  Extensive Reading.
Latin 300/400 PROSE:  4 units of varying size:  Caesar, Orberg book II (major unit), Cicero (short unit), and other authors.  Focus:  Become a Native!  (Get a “native” sense of the language.)

Latin 300/400 POETRY:   Focus:  Make Latin Friends (explore your personal interests in literature and history).  

…Ask me about Latin 400 AP, which allows you to earn college credit!
