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Course Outline

This course is designed to complete students’ high-school Latin studies, with the following goals:

· That students gain a deeper understanding of Roman history, culture, geography, and mythology, increase their Latin vocabulary, and review all of the grammatical constructions that compose a college-prep Latin curriculum.

· That students become proficient (at a fourth-year level) in reading and writing – reading Latin poetry and doing extensive writing to analyze Latin literature IN LATIN while honing grammar skills.  We will work on an Advanced Placement level, even though we are not taking the A.P. exam.
· That students continue to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills to use not only in Latin, but also in everyday life.

· That students have fun with the review activities, work with students whom they didn’t previously know, and forge/strengthen friendships with their classmates.  Also, that students become more interested in Roman history by reading two historical novels of their choosing (in English).
· That students continue to work at the “college prep” level and further develop their study skills.  (A fresh goal for Latin 400 is for students to become able to read [in English] at a college pace – 1 book per week!)
· That students explore applications of Latin/grammatical concepts in modern life, the influence of Roman history/culture on modern life, and strengthen their English vocabulary & grammar skills (including Latin mottoes, phrases, and abbreviations).

· That students do well on the NLE and in CoJCL competitions (academic tests and certamen)!

· That students build & maintain enough interest to pursue Latin/classics/history/literature/etc. in college!

How to Make the Most of This Class

· Please come to class on time and prepared with all materials (especially homework!) every day.  Great attendance and doing homework are crucial for your success!

· ASK QUESTIONS as needed!  Keep me informed of your progress, struggles, and topics you would like me to review.  If you have a question, odds are good that someone else is wondering the same thing.  EMAIL is a great way to ask me questions, too.  Karp1248@yahoo.com.  I may bring up your question in class, but I’ll always say “Someone asked…” and not mention your name.

· The focus/theme of Latin 400 is “Make Latin Friends.”  We will survey Latin poetry, focusing on the “best of the best.”  One goal will be for you to form a personal bond with the works/authors – for each work, love it or hate it, as long as you have a vivid feel for it, form a strong opinion, and let it make a lasting impression!

· You will be able to explore your own personal interests in both literature and history this year – ideally discovering lifelong pursuits in the process!
Why Aren’t We Taking the A.P. Exam?  Each class may choose whether or not they wish to take the A.P. Exam.  Last May, your class chose not to spend this year preparing for it.  Personally, I think it is a good decision.  Why?
· By NOT taking the A.P. exam, we are not bound by their syllabus – they have students read just one or two authors in depth; we will enjoy the freedom to read a greater variety of authors and explore more ideas.

· Most colleges and universities have their own placement exams for foreign language – you could possibly get just as much “credit” by taking their placement exam as you would from taking the A.P. exam.

· The consensus of many Latin teachers is that the Latin Literature A.P. exam is not a reasonable exam.  I find the A.P. Calculus exam to be very reasonable; all my students with A’s earned 5’s (the top score).  But students do not obtain consistent results from the Latin Literature exam – there is much more ‘testable’ material on the A.P. syllabus than can be reasonably covered in one year of high school.
Class Procedures

The following materials will be needed every day:

Large (1" or thicker) 3-ring binder used exclusively for Latin materials (including handouts).


Extra looseleaf paper (in binder) for notes and scratch work.

Books!  (Based on which author we’re currently studying.)


Pens or pencils and erasers.  (The NLE requires #2 pencils.  Bring click erasers!)


Latin journal – 70+ page spiral notebook used exclusively for our daily Latin writing

BOOKS:  This is a college-level course, which unfortunately requires college-level books!  They can be purchased from www.bolchazy.com or www.amazon.com.  I have bought as many as possible myself.  I will help you re-sell the ones that you purchase to the next group of incoming students – just don’t write in them!


Books I’ve purchased:  A Horace Workbook, A Catullus Workbook, The Many Labors of Aeneas, 
teacher’s editions of all books.
Books you need to purchase:  An Ovid Workbook ($22), Vergil’s Aeneid by BOYD (not Pharr!) ($37 – snagged for $27.75 on sale this summer).  I bought them already to save shipping and to get the sale price – you can pay me back.
Your total book cost is $22 + $27.75 + 3.50 shipping ($14 divided by 4) = $53.25.   You can add it to your fall tuition or write a separate check.  We do have fundraisers – try to cover the book cost that way!

Outline of All Assignments For This Year

Unit 1:  1 week – Introduction to Poetry, Geography, start History.

· Start historical novel # 1 (75 points)

· Unit 1 journals and homework (20 points)
Unit 2:  4 weeks – Horace, History, Oral Latin

· Eutropius assignments (100 points)

· Unit 2 journals and homework (80 points)

· Present two readings – vocabulary, analysis (50 points)

· Unit 2 Vocab/Reading quiz (40 points)

· Take Horace Exit Quiz

-------------- Historical Novel # 1 DUE ----------------------------------

Unit 3:  11 weeks – Catullus, History, Mottoes-Derivatives-Proverbs

· Take History and Geography Exit Quiz

· Take “Mottoes, Proverbs, Latin-in-English, Derivatives, Oral Latin” Exit Quiz

· Take Catullus Exit Quiz

· Unit 3 journals and homework (220 points)

· Present ten readings – vocabulary, analysis (250 points; 25 points each)

· Unit 3 Vocab/Reading quiz (110 points)

-------------- Eutropius DUE ----------------------------------

Unit 4:  8 weeks – Ovid, Mythology

· Start historical novel # 2 (75 points)

· Take Mythology Exit Quiz

· Unit 4 journals and homework (160 points)

· Present eight readings – vocabulary, analysis (240 points; 30 points each)

· Unit 4 Vocab/Reading quiz (80 points)

-------------- Historical Novel # 2 DUE ----------------------------------

Unit 5:  2 weeks – Martial, NLE Review (Roman Life, Authors)

· Take Culture, Roman Life, Authors Exit Quiz

· Take Ovid and Martial Exit Quiz

· Unit 5 journals and homework (40 points)

· Present one reading – vocabulary, analysis (30 points)

· Unit 5 Vocab/Reading quiz (20 points)

Unit 6:  8 weeks – Vergil

· Prepare for CoJCL

· Capstone Project (your choice) (200 points, approx. 10% of your grade)
· Take Vergil Exit Quiz

· Unit 6 journals and homework (160 points)

· Present 8 readings – vocabulary, analysis (280 points; 35 points each)

· Unit 6 Vocab/Reading quiz (80 points)

Final Week:  Wrap-Up and Review!

· Assess your final grade (see the Excel file for explanations) and do last-minute work if not satisfied.

· Final journal entry – longer than usual (25 points)

· Course Evaluation (10 points)

· Capstone Project DUE!

(Approx. 1855 total points for the course)

Attendance
Plan to start on time -- we maximize every minute!  If a student is absent, a catch-up session needs to be scheduled with another student ASAP.  If you know about the absence in advance, consider videotaping the class or asking me to put it online!  Because of time constraints, I can’t do personal tutorials except on very rare occasions.  
Hints

If you have any problems with the material we cover, see me for help!  I am available after class or by arrangement.  You can also email me (karp1248@yahoo.com) or call me (225-1817) at any time.  I will check and answer email every evening.  This course moves quickly; it is important that you do not wait to get help!  There are no dumb questions! 

You may wish to purchase a Bantam Latin/English dictionary by Traupman.  It’s a great dictionary and very inexpensive.  I found mine on both www.amazon.com and www.bn.com for less than $6.  
Grading Policy

To maximize class time, all tests/quizzes and exams will be given to the student to do at home.  I trust the student to be sincere about learning Latin and thus to take the tests honestly (without notes or books).  SEE THE EXCEL FILE “Orberg Latin Plan Chart” FOR THE GRADING POLICY – There are some changes this year!  Some work can be redone to improve your grade, but try to do your best the first time.  

Latin 400 has NO final exam!  Instead, we have a series of “exit quizzes” (short quizzes, each on one specific topic) that you can take at any point during the year.  Please see the Orberg Latin Plan Chart Excel file for further explanation.
At the end of each course the student will receive a certificate that he/she has passed, passed "cum laude," "magna cum laude," or "summa cum laude."  A "summa" is roughly equivalent to a 95% or better, a "magna" is roughly a 90 to 95%, a "cum laude" is roughly an 85 - 90%.  Passing is equivalent to a 75% or better.  

Students need to do homework/quizzes ON TIME to succeed!  Skipping homework assignments or getting behind on quizzes is a recipe for disaster… plus, it breaks up the lessons’ continuity and holds up the entire class.  

National Latin Exam:  For the NLE competition in March, all students will have to take the exam at one time, in one location.  Karen is not allowed to attend – we’ll need to find a location and a parent volunteer to administer the exam.  The exam fee is included in the course fee, so it does not cost you anything.
