Course Title: Film Study & Production 

Class Level: 12

Prerequisite: Senior Standing

Course Description:

This course is designed as an introduction to film as an artistic, social and cultural expression.

Students will examine the elements of film including cinematography, editing, lighting and sound. They will develop a vocabulary necessary to intelligently analyze films. Discussions and written reviews will help students articulate their opinions of films.  Finally, students will produce a short film with classmates to demonstrate the techniques and styles covered in class.  

Required Materials:



1. Notebook exclusively used for this class.


2. Access to a video camera or camcorder 

Course Objectives/Student outcomes:

The students will develop a base of knowledge and experience in film for the purpose of further study and/or increased appreciation of the film art. The students will increase their enjoyment and understanding of film from two perspectives, as a critic and a filmmaker.

Course Survey:

Students will:

** learn the elements of film and the characteristics of specific styles and genres. 

** use the technical vocabulary of film in class discussions and writings.

** express their opinions about film in a more sophisticated and articulate manner.

** understand filmmaking by producing their own short subject with classmates.

** examine the history and development of film as an art form. 

** view films of various genres in class and as homework.

Films we will be viewing (selections or entire films) and areas of emphasis:

Singing in the Rain  (Silent films, film history)

Sunset Boulevard  (Film Noir, star system, silent films)

Citizen Kane (directing, techniques)

Lawrence of Arabia  (epic, war, editing, biography) 

Casablanca  (Romance, propaganda, dialogue)

Gone With The Wind  (Cinematography, music, production values)
The Searchers  (Westerns, cinematography)  

Psycho  (Thriller, direction, cinematography), 

The Graduate  (Direction, music, editing, theme)

My Fair Lady  (Musical, production values)

Star Wars  (Action film, music, special effects, epic themes),
The Godfather  (Cinematography, acting, music) 

Schindler’s List  (director, cinematography, theme)

A Hard Day’s Night (documentary, cinematography, editing)
The Magnificent Seven  (Western & foreign influence)

Tootsie  (Comedy, makeup, acting, theme) 
          also documentaries on film history& techniques 

