Dear Parents,

It is hard to believe that our year is already over.  Your children are just terrific and this year has been an extremely enjoyable experience.  I thank you for your support and help in and out of the classroom.   As I have said before, I not only have a wonderful class, but a wonderful group of parents as well.  

Attached is some material, which may be useful in helping maintain your child’s skills this summer.  The summer stories contain words the children have learned this year, as well as some words they will work on in first grade.  It would also be a good idea to frequently review all the letters and their sounds and the following words to help your child keep up his/her decoding skills:  I  like  blue  go  do  where  one  what  here  three  two  we  that  you  yellow  my  see  look  to  is  am  can  red  get  little  and  but  the  it  at  have  not  big  in  up  a

Also, please help your child work with numbers. A fun way to do this is to use pennies.  Put between one and ten pennies in a plastic cup and shake them.  Spill them onto a paper plate.  Ask your child to say and write a number story by writing the number of pennies with heads up, plus the number of pennies with tails up to equal the total number of pennies.  (I.e. 4 heads and 2 tails number story is:  4+2=6)  

Finally, another activity that I would encourage you and your child to do this summer is read, read and read some more. Read as often as you can to them and let them read what they can to you.  Reading is an excellent and enjoyable way to brush up on the skills they have learned this year as well as an opportunity to challenge those who need it.  Take advantage of the public library summertime reading programs.  The librarians are very helpful if you need book suggestions.

Thank you again for helping me in so many ways this year.  I wish you a very safe and happy summer.

Mrs. Baker
