Essays:  Understanding the Prompt

· Narratives:  A narrative essay tells a story.

Key Words:  tell a story, write an anecdote, to tell about a time when, to describe

Organization:  Use the “Short Story” Story Board method.  Introduce your characters, setting and conflict in the introduction.  Draw a conclusion about what this experience means to you in the conclusion.

Description:  Use figurative language – this is your chance to use precise and vivid detail!  Remember to choose vivid verbs and adjectives.

· Expository Essays:  An expository essay informs, explains, compares and contrasts, etc.

Key Words:  to explain, to inform, to analyze, to show how, to clarify

Organization:  Remember that you need a thesis, topic sentences, and strong conclusion.  Organize your essay around your answer and three reasons.

· Persuasive Essays:  A persuasive essay is designed to persuade the reader about an important issue or topic.

Key Words:  to persuade, to influence, to present a position, to encourage readers to take action

Organization:  If you get stuck, use the organizational plan for an expository essay – but don’t forget to give the reader an outlet.

An effective persuasive essay will:  

· Explore an issue of importance

· Use facts, details, examples, statistics, or personal experience to support a position

· Address the opposition

· Give the reader an outlet

· Use clear organization

Take your time, revise and edit carefully, and have a clear organizational pattern.

