SOL Review:  Using Context Clues

· Example:  Our court system has the legal responsibility for adjudicating the accused man’s fate.  Clue words are court system, legal responsibility, accused man, and fate.  With these clues, you can assume that adjudicate means “to make a judicial decision” or “decide in a court of law.”
· Tips For Using Context Clues to Help You Unlock a Word’s Meaning:

· Definition:  Margaret Mead studied ethnology, the science dealing with the cultures of various peoples.
· Synonym:  The king possessed the traits of a fair and just leader:  wisdom, discretion, sagacity.

· Modifying Clause / Phrase or Restatement:  Pictographs, which are the ancient  drawings of animals, people, and events, are the forerunners of today’s written language.

· Comparison:  Registration for this symposium will be similar to those of other conferences.
· Contrast:  It wasn’t vintage Conestoga like the settlers used; instead, it was just an old farm wagon.

· Cause and Effect:  Since the instructions were given in the wrong order, most of the students appeared quite discombobulated.

· Mood and Tone:  A sense of resignation engulfed me as the cold darkness settled hopelessly upon me.

· Jargon:  Look out for Jargon, the specialized language of a specific profession or activity.  Beware words whose meaning you may know in one context but that take a totally different meaning in a technical context.  Example:  Jake bent down to lace his hiking boot before descending the trail.  The instructor told the students to boot up their computers.
