SOL Review:  Drama

A drama is a written story that actors perform.  Despite the difference, most of the literary terms you have learned for short stories and novels also apply to drama.

Dramatic Conventions and Devices You Need to Know for the SOL:

· Dramatic Irony:  a contradiction between what the character in the play thinks and what the audience or reader knows to be true.  For instance, have you ever watched a movie and shouted, “Don’t!” just when an actress was about to enter a dark room where an evil intruder was lurking?  You knew who was waiting for her but she didn’t.

· Verbal Irony:  a contradiction between what the character says and what he or she really means.  In a movie or play, verbal irony is easily detected in the actor’s voice, expression, or body language.

· Dialogue:  the conversation between characters.  The narrator’s role in drama is nonexistent or very small.  Instead, the plot, characters, and theme of the play are revealed through what the characters say.

· Monologue:  a speech delivered by one character.  Occasionally in a play one character will deliver a lengthy speech or monologue in which details emerge about that character and the person he or she is speaking to or about.  

· Soliloquy:   a long speech allowing an actor alone on stage to reveal his or her private thoughts and feelings.  Like the monologue, the soliloquy is a long speech delivered by one character or actor; unlike the monologue, there is no one else listening.  Only the audience is aware of the thoughts and emotions revealed by the character.

· Aside:  a line the character speaks directly to the audience or to another character that is not intended for others on stage to hear.  The aside serves an important purpose:  It allows the audience to know what actors are thinking and feeling.

· Stage Directions:  give the director and actors information about the setting, characters’ speech and movements, costumes, props, scenery, and lighting.  Stage directions usually appear in short phrases or very brief paragraphs at the beginning of an act or scene.  Do not skip over them when you read because they may provide valuable information, including setting the mood and atmosphere for a scene.
