SOL Review:  Research / Evaluating Sources

· For the six questions that count on this part of the SOL, you’ll be given a “pretend” student paper followed by a “pretend” Works Cited.  You may be asked about the structure of the paper, the meaning of words in context, or the content of the paper itself.  You may also be asked questions about the information contained in the Works Cited.  

· Steps for Reading the Research Paper:

1) Read through to get an idea of the main point (thesis statement and topic sentences)

2) Scan the paper for examples of literary techniques

3) Note the overall structure of the paper

4) Don’t bother reading the Works Cited in advance.  Attack any questions referring to the bibliography by returning to the information and eliminating the answers with POE.

· Eight Steps for Writing a Research Paper:

1) Select and narrow a topic

2) Develop a thesis statement

3) Write your supporting statements

4) Develop a plan for research

5) Collect information to support your thesis

6) Synthesize and organize your notes

7) Evaluate the quality, accuracy, and usefulness of information

8) Properly credit information

· Evaluating the Quality, Accuracy, and Usefulness of Information

When you evaluate your sources and the information they provide, remember the 3 R’s:  relevant, reliable, and recent.

· Relevancy:  Does the source and information it provides relate to your topic and thesis statement?

· Reliability:  What is the expertise and experience of the authors?  Does the source discuss facts or opinions?  If using a website, consider the source of the information.  Is the website from a professional institution or an individual.  Remember that anyone can put anything on the Internet, so just because you can read something does not mean it is reliable.

· Recency:  When was the article or source copyrighted or updated?  The more recent, the better.

· Properly Credit Information

· The format most widely used in research for crediting sources is MLA (Modern Language Association) format and is the format used on the SOL tests.

· There are two absolute rules when documenting sources:

· If you copy three or more words in succession from a source, you must cite the source and use quotation marks.

· If you use someone else’s idea – even if you put it in your own words – you must cite the source of the idea.

· If you violate either of these rules, you are guilty of plagiarism, a serious offense that is considered stealing and punishable by law.

· You do not have to have the format for a Works Cited Page / Bibliography memorized.  You will be given the format for how to put the information for the source in the correct order.  Follow it exactly, including italics, periods, etc.  You will need to know the following about a Works Cited Page:

· Always Double-Space

· List source in alphabetical order, starting with the first word of each entry.

· Indent the second and any following lines of each individual entry.
