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English 11 – 3

Introduction

1. Who is the playwright?  List some facts about him.

2. When was this play first produced?

3. When and where was is this play set?

4. List some of the significant events or facts about these time periods:

Produced in:
Set in:

Significant events or facts:


Significant events or facts:



5. How did Europe perceive the New World at the time in which this play is set?

6. Briefly describe the Puritan life:  what was encouraged?  Forbidden?  What did they value?

7. Why were the Puritans so strict about how and where people spent their time?

8. How did the Puritans feel about the Native Americans and the wilderness?


9. What is the irony in the fact that the Puritans were religiously persecuted in England?

10. What is modern America’s Puritan legacy?  What has it done for us?

11. Why did the Puritans succeed in colonizing where the Jamestown settlers failed?

12. What is the paradox on which Salem was founded?

13. What caused the witch hunt, if the society was working so effectively?

14. What purpose did the witch-hunt serve?

Act I

1. What is the mood of the opening scene?  How does the playwright communicate this to the audience?

2. What “unnatural things” do the doctor refer to as a possible cause?

3. Why has Parris sent for Reverend Hale?

4. What happened in the forest?  How does this connect to Betty’s illness?

5. Why is Parris so worried about rumors of witchcraft?

6. Why is Abigail living with her uncle, instead of working at someone’s house?

7. What rumors has Mrs. (Goody) Putnam heard, and why is she willing to believe them?

8. Why does the playwright believe that Thomas Putnam was so quick to accuse people of witchcraft?

9. What is Mrs. Putnam’s belief about her dead children?  Why did she send Ruth to Tituba for help?

10. Why are Ruth’s sneezes significant?

11. What did Abigail do in the forest?  Why?

12. What do the girls believe is the cause of their friends’ illnesses?

13. Why do some people dislike John Proctor?

14. What does Proctor’s response to Mary Warren tell you about a servant’s life?

15. What appears to be the history between Proctor and Abigail?  Whom did Abigail once work for?

16. How does John feel about his affair?  How does Abigail feel?

17. How does Mrs. Putnam interpret Betty’s response to the psalm?

18. What is at the root of the feud between the Putnam and Nurse families?

19. What is Rebecca Nurse’s belief as to what has caused the girls’ illnesses?  Who agrees with her?

20. Why don’t Proctor and Rebecca want Reverend Hale to come to the village?

21. When Proctor tells Putnam “We vote by name…not by acreage” (180), what is he implying?

22. Why do some people stay away from church?

23. Why is Parris angry with the town?

24. What does Putnam threaten Corey with, and why?

25. According to the playwright, what led to the creation of the devil?

26. When Miller says “our opposites are always robed in sexual sin” (184) what does he mean?

27. What does Hale bring with him?  Why?

28. What reason does Hale give Parris for his daughter’s apparent possession?

29. What causes Abigail and Tituba to confess?

