      R.L. Paschal High School, World Languages Department 
HONORS LATIN III

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Please read the explanation of grading policies and behavioral expectations that I have given your child regarding the foreign language class.  I have reviewed these requirements with the class and I believe that the students are aware of what is necessary to be successful in the class.  I have also added a copy of the curriculum.

If you have any questions regarding this information or need to make an appointment in the future, please call me 817-814-5000 or you can e-mail me at: kenneth.wright@fwisd.org

Please sign below after you have read the information and return the bottom part of the letter to me.  Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Sincerely,

Kenneth W. Wright, teacher of Latin

Student’s Name:________________________________________________

Student’s Signature:_____________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s

Signature:    ___________________________________________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Phone Number: _______________________________

Parent’s/Guardian E-mail Address:  ________________________________

R.L.Paschal High School, departamento de idiomas extranjeros

LATIN III

Estimados Padres/Guardianes,

Por favor de leer la explicacion de las reglas de calificacion y de comportamento que he entragado a su hijo/a para su clase de idiomas extranjeros.  He compartido estas reglas con los estudiantes y creo que los estudiantes se enteren de lo que es necesario para tener exito en la clase.  He tambien anadido el plan de estudios.

Si tienen preguntas o si quieren hacer una cita en el futuro, por favor de llamarme al 817-814-5000 o de comunicarse atraves del correo electronico: 

kenneth.wright@fwisd.org.

Despues de leer este folleto, por favor de firmar y de entregarme la parte de abajo.  Gracias por su cooperacion y apoyo.

Atentamente,

Kenneth W. Wright, maestro de Latin

Nombre y apellido del/la estudiante:________________________________

Firma del/la estudiante:___________________________________________

Firma de los padres/guardianes:____________________________________

Numero de telefono de los padres/guardianes:_________________________

Direccion del correo electronico de los padres/guardianes: 

_____________________________________________________________

Welcome to HONORS LATIN III!

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What do we do in Honors Latin class?  We complete our study of the essential grammar of Latin and of the court of emperor Domitian.  We then begin reading Latin literature as we start the AP curriculum for Vergil’s Aeneid and Julius Caesar’s Commentaries on the Gallic Wars.
Why? When we know Latin and have learned about the lives, beliefs, and deeds of the Romans, we’ll have a better understanding of our own language and world. 

What book do we use?  We’re using the Cambridge Latin Course; we will use unit 4 (the purple book) in the fall through stage 40.  When we move to the AP curriculum we will have packets and other materials for our readings from the Aeneid and Caesar’s Commentaries.

Is Honors Latin more difficult?  People have studied and used Latin for nearly 3,000 years.  We are the next generation of Latin students.  To succeed in Latin you need to want to succeed and to make the necessary effort.   We learn together and I am here to help.  More is expected from all of us at this level, but we can do it.

What supplies do we need?  You need to bring your book nearly every day - failure to bring your book or to work on assignments may lead to a lowered grade or a zero.

You need to bring a pen/pencil and paper daily.

You need a folder to turn in class material at the end of the semester.

What about grades?    Two kinds of grades in Latin:

1)Daily grades/Readings/Notebook of course material-60%


Daily assignments, readings of Latin, the notebook (due at the end of the semester),
and any other day-to-day work will go in this category. Daily grades are averaged on a 
weekly basis.

2)Quizzes/Projects/Six Weeks Assessments – 40%

Five vocabulary and grammar/reading quizzes, a project or six weeks test  

   The project/six weeks test counts as much as two quizzes.
What’s the homework?  Every day you need to work for about twenty minutes on your vocabulary,             readings, and grammar for the current chapter.  When we begin working on the AP material, you’ll need to 

review your reading of the Roman authors daily.

Is there a website?  There are two:  Latin III website:  www.quia.com/pages/paschalatin3.html

This website has a calendar of events and activities for each chapter.

Paschal Latin website:  classjump.com/paschalatin/

This website has a brief description of the week’s activities and has a link to the quia.com website.
Is there extra credit? Each six weeks there will be three opportunities for extra credit.  For each successfully        completed opportunity I will add 1 point into your grades for the six weeks.
I’m confused and don’t know what we’re doing – what should I do?

Talk to me – I’ll do whatever I can to help you.  I’m available nearly every day before and after school for
 tutoring or for making up tests that you missed.

How can we contact you? I’m available at Paschal (817-814-5000), e-mail

(kenneth.wright@fwisd.org), or fax (817-814-5150).   

How should we behave?    
· use self control 

· talk at appropriate times 

· obey school rules 

· respect authority 

· work effectively with others 

· use acceptable language

· bring textbooks and materials to class.

What if we miss class? You need to be here to succeed in the course - please take care of absences as soon as possible to avoid losing credit.

Complete missed daily work and tests as soon possible after you return to class -you have a week to complete the missed work without penalty.  After a week has passed, the work will be penalized ten points per late day for two days.  On the third day after the due date the highest possible grade for the late work is 70; to earn a 70 the work must meet all teacher requirements.       

Tests will be made up outside of class.

What if we’re tardy?  If you’re tardy (not in class when the bell rings) you run the risk of detention, lowered    conduct grades, and other consequences.  See the student handbook for further details. 

What about cell phones, CD players, ipods, and such?  These items will be confiscated if they are seen or used in class.  There is a $15.00 fee for recovering these devices.  If there is an emergency and you need phone access, I need to know as soon as possible.  Cell phones will not be used in class without my permission.  Phones will be taken up during quizzes, state tests, and other assessments.
What about the dress code and honor code?   We’ll be following school policies for these areas - please check your student handbook for thorough information.

HONORS LATIN III SYLLABUS
We will begin the year with stages 33 and 34 from unit III.   We’ll then work with the essential chapters in the unit IV Latin III textbook (stages 35-40).   The textbook readings take place in Rome during the reign of Domitian (AD/CE 81-96)
Our grammar topics for the fall:

VERBS    deponent verbs, future tense, future perfect tense, infinitives, supines,
indirect statement, present,  imperfect, and pluperfect subjunctive, 

gerunds and gerundives

We will also study Roman villas and weddings and the literary and publishing customs of the Romans. As the readings focus on intrigue at the imperial court, we will conclude the storyline that began in stage 1 of Latin I.
A detailed description of the scope and sequence for the entire Cambridge series can be found online at www.cambridgelatin.com/scope.html.
After we have completed the necessary stages of the textbook (December or January), we will begin reading the new AP curriculum.  This curriculum, which will be tested for the first time in 2013, includes readings from Vergil’s Aeneid and Julius Caesar’s Commentaries on the Gallic Wars.

 The Commentaries of Julius Caesar (102-44 BC/E) are the only surviving memoir written by an ancient general. In these dispatches, sent back to Rome between 58 and 51 BC/E, Caesar describes the lands and peoples of Gaul, the strengths and weaknesses of the Romans and their enemies, and the development of leadership abilities that would lead Caesar to control of the Roman world.   

The Aeneid is the epic composed in the reign of Augustus by Publius Vergilius Maro (63-19 BC/E).  The gods call Aeneas, a survivor of the Trojan War, to escape Troy and to found the nation which will eventually establish Rome. Vergil’s work celebrates the glory of Rome and its great destiny, yet the book also acknowledges the sacrifices needed to fulfill this destiny.
Since this is a brand new curriculum, I’m still consdiering how we will implement it.

At this point it looks like we will read Caesar’s description of the lands and peoples of Gaul and the customs of the Celts (book I and VI of the Commentaries), followed by Vergil’s account of the fall of Troy from book II of the Aeneid. 

If time permits, we will do other readings from these authors.

I’ll keep students and parents informed about any changes to these plans.

The AP curriculum concludes in AP Latin IV with the completion of the Aeneid and the Commentaries and preparation for the Advanced Placement test.
A description of the 2013 Advanced Placement Latin curriculum be found online at    advancesinap.collegeboard.org/world-languages/latin
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