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Course Description:

The course discusses fundamental principles of the United States Government system. The course gives special attention to constitutional principles and organization of our national government. The three main branches of government [Executive, Legislative and Judicial] will be emphasized.  The course will improve critical thinking ability, which is necessary to understand complex political policies.

Textbooks and Materials:

American Government and Politics Today, Schmidt, Bardes and Shelly.  2007-2008 Hardback Edition.
Expected Learner Outcomes:

After completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
1.Better understand basic government principles. 
2.Appreciate the importance of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
3.Utilize critical thinking skills when analyzing government policies. 
4.Understand the importance of government in our everyday lives. 
5.Recognize the effects of public policy on quality of life in the United States.

Topical Course Outline:

In the next 36 weeks, we will cover the following topics:

a.  Government and the Constitution (Ch. 1-3)


b.  The Presidency (Ch. 12)
c.  Political Parties, Voting, and the Electoral Process (Ch. 8-9)
d.  Congress (Ch. 11)
e.  Interest Groups and Mass Media (Ch. 6, 7, 10)


f.  The Court System (Ch. 14)


g.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Ch. 4-5)

h.  Bureaucracy, Finance, and Foreign Policy (Ch. 13, 16-17)


i.  State and Local Governments (Ch. 18)
Assessment: 

In addition to daily work, you will take tests at the end of each unit.  Homework will comprise 30% of your final grade.  Tests will comprise 70%.  Late homework will not be accepted.  Final tests will only cover the material presented that semester.  Grades will be continuous from semester one to semester two. In addition to grades for homework and tests, participation points may be given on certain days, at the discretion of the teacher.  If that occurs and you are absent, you will need to complete a related assignment to recover the participation points you missed.  Late assignments will be accepted up to two weeks after the due date for 50% credit.
After your numerical grade has been calculated, your letter grade will be determined as follows:

A+ = 100


A = 99-94


A- = 93-90


B+ = 89-87


B = 86-83


B- = 82-80


C+ = 79-77


C = 76-73


C- = 72-70


D+ = 69-68


D = 67-66


D- = 65


F = 64 & Below 

Cheating Policy: 
The following policy is consistent with GCCC policy.
First Offense: Offender(s) will receive a zero for the assignment, and a half hour detention.  Parents will be asked to attend a meeting to discuss the incident and punishment.
Second Offense: Offender will fail the college class and be transferred to a regular Government class.  An XF (denoting cheating) will appear on your GCCC transcript, and your name will be given to the dean (GCCC policy).

Please refer to the GCCC course catalog for additional information on academic honesty.

