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Anti-Federalist and Federalist Views of Congress
Read the following selections, and answer the questions. Anti-Federalist Views
"Brutus"
... It must then have been intended, that those who are placed in​stead of the people, should possess their sentiments and feelings, and be governed by their interests, or, in other words, should bear the strongest resemblance of those in whose room they are substituted. It is obvious, that for an assembly to be a true likeness of the people of any country, they must be considerably numerous.—One man, or a few men, cannot pos​sibly represent the feelings, opinions, and characters of a great multitude. In this respect, the new constitution is radically defective.—The house of assembly, which is intended as a representation of the people of America, will not, nor cannot, in the nature of things, be a proper one—sixty-five men cannot be found in the United States, who hold the sentiments, pos​sess the feelings, or are acquainted with the wants and interests of this vast country. This extensive continent is made up of a number of different classes of people; and to have a proper representation of them, each class ought to have an opportunity of choosing their best informed men for the purpose; but this cannot possibly be the case in so small a number.
Delegates of the Pennsylvania Ratification Convention
Thus it appears that the liberties, happiness, interests, and great con​cerns of the whole United States, may be dependent upon the integrity, virtue, wisdom, and knowledge of twenty-five or twenty-six men—How unadequate and unsafe a representation! Inadequate, because the sense and views of three or four millions of people diffused over so extensive a territory comprising such various climates, products, habits, interests, and opinions, cannot be collected in so small a body; and besides, it is not a fair and equal representation of the people even in proportion to its number, for the smallest state has as much weight in the senate as the largest. . . .
Melancton Smith
Besides, the influence of the great (the wealthy] will generally enable them to succeed in elections. . . .
In so small a number of representatives, there is great danger from corruption and combination. A great politician has said that every man has his price. I hope this is not true in all its extent—But I ask the gentlemen to inform, what government there is, in which it has not been practised? . . .
Federalist Views of Congress
Robert R. Livingston
... It is agreed, that the representative body should be so small, as to prevent disorder inseparable from the deliberations of a mob; and yet sufficiently numerous, to represent the interests of the people; and to be a safe depository of power. There is, unfortunately, no standard, by which we can determine this matter. . . . Indeed, these effects depend so much upon contingency, and upon circumstances totally unconnected with the idea of number; that we ought not to be surprized at the want of a standing criterion. On so vague a subject, it is very possible that the opinions of no
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two gentlemen in this assembly, if they were governed by their own original reflections, would entirely coincide. I acknowledge myself one of those who suppose the number expressed in the constitution to be about the proper medium. . . . Some gentlemen suppose, that to understand and provide for the general interests of commerce, and manufactures, our legislatures ought to know how all commodities are produced, from the first principle of vegetation to the last polish of mechanical labour; that they ought to be minutely acquainted with all the process of all the arts. . . .
Alexander Hamilton
... It is the fortunate situation of our country, that the minds of the people are exceedingly enlightened and refined: Here than we may expect the laws to be proportionably agreeable to the standard of perfect policy; and the wisdom of public measures to consist with the most intimate conformity between the views of the representative and his constituent. If the general view of the people be for an increase, it undoubtedly must take place: They have it in their power to instruct their representatives; and the State Legislatures, which appoint the Senators, may enjoin it also upon them. . . .
It was remarked yesterday, that a numerous representation was nec​essary to obtain the confidence of the people. This is not generally true. The confidence of the people will easily be gained by a good administra​tion. . . .
. . . The author reckons in the aristocracy, all governors of states, members of Congress, chief magistrates, and all officers of the militia—This description ... is ridiculous. . . . Does the new government render a rich man more eligible than a poor one? No. It requires no such qualification. It is bottomed on the broad and equal principle of your state constitution. . . .
There is an advantage incident to large districts of election, which perhaps the gentlemen, amidst all their apprehensions of influence and bribery, have not adverted to. In large districts, the corruption of the elec​tors is much more difficult:—Combinations for the purposes of intrigue are less easily formed: Factions and cabals are little known. In a small district, wealth will have a more complete influence; because the people in the vicinity of a great man, are more immediately his dependants. . . .
1.   What do the Anti-Federalists regard as the greatest problem with the congressional struc​ture?
2.   How did the Federalists counter the Anti-Federalists' claims?
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Profiling Congress
Use the following tables to help you answer the questions at the end of the handout.
Table 1. Members of Congress: Gender, Ethnicity, and Marital Status, 1971-2001
	Congress

	Female


	92nd (1971)

	12


	95th (1977)

	18


	97th (1981)

	19


	100th (1987)

	23


	102nd (1991)

	29


	105th (1997)

	51


	107th (2001)

	59


	Congress

	Female


	92nd (1971)

	1


	95th (1977)

	0


	97th (1981)

	2


	100th (1987)

	2


	102nd (1991)

	2


	105th (1997)

	9


	107th (2001)

	13



The House of Representatives Female     African American     Hispanic    Not Married
	5

	26


	5

	56


	6

	86


	11

	64


	10

	—


	18

	—


	19

	—



12
16
16
22
25
37
36
The Senate African American     Hispanic    Not Married
	1

	3


	0

	9


	0

	7


	0

	11


	0

	—


	0

	—


	0

	—



1
1
0
0
0
1
0
Source: Vital Statistics on American Politics, 2001-2002, Harold W. Stanley and Richard G. Niemi (Washington, D.C. Congressional Quarterly. 2001), 203.
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Table 2. Age of Congressional Representatives, 1971-2001
The House of Representatives
	Congress         Under 40

	4O-49

	5O-59

	60-69

	70-79

	Over 8O


	92nd (1971)

	40

	133

	152

	86

	19

	3


	95th (1977)

	81

	121

	147

	71

	15

	0


	97th (1981)

	94

	142

	132

	54

	12

	1


	100th (1987)

	63

	153

	137

	56

	24

	2


	102nd (1991)

	39

	153

	133

	86

	20

	4


	105th (1997)

	47

	145

	147

	82

	10

	2


	107th (2001)

	36

	118

	175

	78

	26

	0



The Senate
	Congress        Under 40

	40-49

	50-59

	60-69

	70-79

	Over


	92nd (1971)

	4

	24

	32

	23

	16

	1


	95th (1977)

	6

	26

	35

	21

	10

	2


	97th (1981)

	9

	35

	36

	14

	6

	0


	100th (1987)

	5

	30

	36

	22

	5

	2


	102nd (1991)

	0

	22

	47

	24

	5

	2


	105th (1997)

	2

	21

	39

	26

	12

	1


	107th (2001)

	0

	17

	43

	31

	7

	2



1.   Is there a trend from the 92nd Congress to the 107th regarding age?
2.   How might the events of the past fifty years have affected the political leadership of the Congress?
Source: "Congress of Relative Newcomers Poses Challenge to Bush, Leadership," Julie Hirschfield, Congressional Quar​terly Weekly (20 January 2001),  178-82.
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Table 3. Occupations, 107th Congress (20O1)
	Democrat

	Republican

	Total


	0

	1

	1


	0

	1

	1


	8

	17

	25


	0

	1

	1


	56

	103

	159


	1

	1

	2


	53

	38

	92


	1

	8

	9


	3

	1

	4


	1

	1

	2


	1

	7

	8


	1

	1

	2


	84

	71

	155


	7

	3

	10


	6

	8

	14


	0

	2

	2


	0

	3

	3


	70

	56

	126


	2

	22

	24


	0

	2

	2


	1

	2

	3


	1

	5

	6



The House of Representatives Occupation
Actor/Entertainer
Aeronautics
Agriculture
Artistic/Creative
Business/Banking
Clergy
Education
Engineering
Health Care
Homemaker/Domestic
Journalism
Labor
Law
Law Enforcement
Medicine
Military
Professional Sports
Public Service/Politics
Real Estate
Secretarial/Clerical
Technical/Trade
Miscellaneous
Note: Totals do not include Bernard Sanders (I-Vermont, journalist) or Virgil H. Goode Jr. (I-Virginia, attorney).

Source: "Congress of Relative Newcomers Poses Challenge to Bush, Leadership," Julie Hirschfield, Congressional Quar​terly Weekly (20 January 2001),  178-82.
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Total
1
1
6
0
24
1
16
0
0
1
7
1
53
0
3
1
1
28
4
0
0
0
Occupation
Actor/Entertainer
Aeronautics
Agriculture
Artistic / Crea ti ve
Business/Banking
Clergy
Education
Engineering
Health Care
Homemaker/Domestic
Journalism
Labor
Law
Law Enforcement
Medicine
Military
Professional Sports
Public Service/Politics
Real Estate
Secretarial/Clerical
Technical/Trade
Miscellaneous



	The

	Senate


	Democrat

	Republican


	0

	1


	1

	0


	1

	5


	0

	0


	8

	16


	0

	1


	8

	8


	0

	0


	0

	0


	1

	0


	1

	6


	0

	1


	28

	25


	0

	0


	0

	3


	0

	1


	0

	1


	18

	10


	2

	2


	0

	0


	0

	0


	0

	0



3.   Based on the information contained in the tables, what are four characteristics of a typical Senator? of a member of the House of Representatives?
4.   What do the members' occupations suggest about them as a whole?
5.   Which party has the best minority representation over time?
6.   Why is it worthwhile for political parties to make an effort to attract more minority voters to their ranks? How might that be accomplished?
Source: "Congress of Relative Newcomers Poses Challenge to Bush, Leadership," Julie Hirschfield, Congressional Quar​terly Weekly (20 January 2001).  178-82.
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If You Were the Congressman
Congressional representatives constantly face conflicting pressures in voting. They must rep​resent their constituents, satisfy their party, do what is best for the country as a whole, and still act in a manner their conscience tells them is right. Read the following situations, and then decide how you would vote if you were the representative.
1.   You are a congressional representative from a large northern city. You are confronted with a vote on farm relief sponsored by your own party. The president is of the opposite party and opposes farm relief. Would your vote be based primarily on the wishes of your con​stituents, national interest, party pressures, or your conscience? Explain your vote.
2.   You are a congressional representative from a rural area. You are confronted with a vote on a defense contract for a large corporation that is planning to build a factory in your district. Your party is split on the issue. Would your vote be based primarily on the wishes of your constituents, national interests, party pressures, or your conscience? Explain your vote.
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