American Government Syllabus

Holcomb High School

Fall 2010/Spring 2011
Instructor: Ms. Hagman

1.  Class Goals


At the end of the year, you will know more about our government and your duties as a citizen.  Among the questions that we will answer by the end of the semester are: 


a.  What are my civic responsibilities?


b.  What are my rights as a citizen?


c.  What is the purpose of government?


d.  How do shared ideals contribute to the maintenance of our government?

2.  Vocabulary:

Vocabulary plays a large part in this course.  Therefore, you will be using Quia and vocabulary forms to help you learn new terms.  You will be given vocabulary tests at the end of each unit and at the end of each semester.
3.  Planner


In the next 36 weeks, we will cover the following topics:


a.  Government and the Constitution (Ch. 1-4)


b.  The Presidency (Ch. 13-14)
c.   Voting and the Electoral Process (Ch. 5-7, 9)
d.  Congress (Ch. 10-12)

e.  Research Project

f.  The Court System (Ch. 18)

g.  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights (Ch. 19-21)


h.  Bureaucracy, Finance, and Foreign Policy (Ch. 15-17)


i.  State and Local Governments (Ch. 24-25)

4.  Grading Scale
In addition to daily work, you will take tests at the end of each unit.  Your grade will be weighted.  50% of your final grade will be composed of your test grades.  40% will be composed of your homework grades, and 10% will be completion of vocabulary forms.

A+ = 100


A = 99-94


A- = 93-90


B+ = 89-87


B = 86-83


B- = 82-80


C+ = 79-77


C = 76-73


C- = 72-70


D+ = 69-68


D = 67-66


D- = 65


F = 64 & Below


Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment and a half hour detention.  Multiple offenses will lead to stiffer penalties.  In addition to grades for homework and tests, participation points may be given on certain days, at the discretion of the teacher.  If that occurs and you are absent, you will have to do a related assignment to recover the participation points you missed.  Late assignments will be accepted up to two weeks after the due date for 50% credit.
