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Are You a Liberal or a Conservative?
Put a check in front of each statement below with which you agree. Disregard, for the moment, the lines to the right of the statements.
L
C
___1.     The government should encourage rather than restrict prayer                 _____      _____ 
in the public schools.
___2.    The federal government has an obligation to regulate busi-                     _____      ______
nesses in order to preserve the environment for future generations.
___3.    Affirmative action programs deny equality of opportunity to                    _____      _____
whites in hiring.
___4.    The federal government should provide funds to improve public              _____      _____ schools and make college possible for more young adults.
___5.     The individual is basically responsible for his own well-being,                _____      _____ 
             so the government should make welfare recipients go to work.
___6.     The federal government should limit its spending so that in-                  _____      _____
dividuals enjoy the maximum freedom of choice in spending their income.
_____7.     Unregulated free enterprise benefits the rich at the expense of            _____      ______
the poor.
___8.    The government should guarantee medical care for all citizens.                _____      _____
_____9.     The Supreme Court should reverse its decision to legalize                   _____      _____
abortions in order to protect the right to life for a fetus.
___10. The federal government should guarantee the rights of homo-                   _____      _____ 
sexuals.
___ 11.  Present federal laws effectively guarantee the rights of women               _____      _____
and make passage of an Equal Rights Amendment unnecessary. 
______12. The federal government has an obligation to guarantee full                 _____      _____
employment.
___13. The federal government should take any steps necessary to                       _____      _____ 
eliminate discrimination.
___14. The government should uphold the morals of the past.
       _____      _____
___15. The government must provide a sort of insurance against                          _____      _____ 
catastrophic illness and unemployment.
___ 16. The government should not try to manipulate the social values                _____      _____ 
of the citizenry.
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____ 17.  The government should be less concerned with rights of the       ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____    _____     ​​​​​​      ​​​​​ accused and more concerned about maintaining law and order.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​____ 18.  The government should stop being permissive with student      _____   ​​​​​​​______ protesters.
Total     ​​​______    _______
19.  I consider myself 
a. liberal 
b.   conservative 
c.   don't know
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Understanding Liberalism and Conservatism
Part A.
Historians locate political philosophies on a continuum from left to right on the basis of the individual or group's readiness for change. Read the following information. Then write the political philosophies in the appropriate place on the political spectrum and answer the discussion questions.
Radicals—These individuals on the extreme left favor basic change accomplished through any means, even revolution.
Liberals—These individuals favor peaceful reforms.
Conservatives—These individuals prefer to leave things as they are.
Reactionaries—These individuals on the extreme right favor a return to things as they were in some earlier, and presumably better, time.
Americans' basic belief in the concept of progress has resulted in a collective
shift to the left over time. One might understand this by considering the changing
positions Americans have taken on the issue of women's suffrage. In 1848, only

a tiny minority of radicals suggested such a drastic change in the rights of women.
By 1900, several states had adopted suffrage for women, and liberals looked ahead
to the time when women would vote in every state. Conservatives readily accepted
women's right to vote but opposed the Equal Rights Amendment. Only the tiniest
minority of reactionaries would favor a return to an earlier time when women did   
not have the right to vote.

Political Spectrum
1.   Why don't radicals and reactionaries get elected in this country?
2.   In view of your answer to question 1, what advice would you give to an aspiring political candidate?
3.   In general, where on the political spectrum would you locate most teenagers? Why?
4.   In general, where on the political spectrum would you locate older persons? Why?
5.   Do your answers to questions 3 and 4 give you any insight into the reason that many young people become impatient with the political system? Explain your answer.
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