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Who Is a Republican? Who Is a Democrat?
Use the chart as a reference in answering the questions that follow.
Voting by Groups in Presidential Elections 1968-1980
(Based on Gallup Poll Survey Data)
	                                        1968

	1972

	1976

	1980


	
	D

	R

	AIP

	D

	R

	D

	R

	D

	R

	I


	National

	43.0

	43.4

	13.6

	37.5

	60.7

	50

	48

	41

	50.7

	6.6


	Sex

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men

	41

	43

	16

	37

	63

	53

	45

	38

	53

	7


	Women

	45

	43

	12

	38

	62

	48

	51

	44

	49

	6


	Race

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White

	38

	47

	15

	32

	68

	46

	52

	36

	56

	7


	Nonwhite

	85

	12

	3

	87

	13

	85

	15

	86

	10

	2


	Education

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	College 
High school 
Grade school

	37 
42 
52

	54 
43 
33

	9
15 
15

	37 
34 
49

	63 
66 
51

	42 
54 
58

	55 
46 
41

	35 
43
54

	53 
51 
42

	10 
5 
3


	Occupation
Professional/business White-collar

	34 
41

	56
47

	10 
12

	31 
36

	69 
64

	42 
50

	56
48

	33
40

	55 
51

	10
 9


	Manual

	50

	35

	15

	43

	57

	58

	41

	48

	48

	5


	Union family members

	56

	29

	15

	46

	54

	63

	36

	50

	43

	5


	Age
Under 30

	47

	38

	15

	48

	52

	53

	45

	47

	41

	11


	30-49

	44

	41

	15

	33

	67

	48

	49

	38

	52

	8


	50 and older

	41

	47

	12

	36

	64

	52

	48

	41

	54

	4


	Religion
Protestants

	35

	49

	16

	30

	70

	46

	53

	39

	54

	6


	Catholics

	59

	33

	8

	48

	52

	57

	41

	46

	47

	6


	Politics

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans 
Democrats

	9
74

	86 
12

	5 
14

	5 
67

	95 
33

	9 
82

	91 
18

	8 
69

	86 
26

	5 
4


	Independents

	31

	44

	25

	31

	69

	38

	57

	29

	55

	14


	Region
East

	50

	43

	7

	42

	58

	51

	47

	43

	47

	9


	Midwest

	44

	47

	9

	40

	60

	48

	50

	41

	51

	7


	South

	31

	36

	33

	29

	71

	54

	45

	44

	52

	3


	West

	44

	49

	7

	41

	59

	46

	51

	35

	54

	9



D = Democratic candidate: R = Republican candidate; AIP = American Independent Party candidate (George Wallace. 1968); I = Independent candidate (John B. Anderson. 1980; Ross Perot. 1992): P = Reform Party candidate (Ross Perot, 1996). Figures do not add to  100% in some groups because of rounding and/or minor party votes. Source: The Gallup Organization
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Voting by Groups in Presidential Elections 1984-1996
(Based on Gallup Poll Survey Data)
	                                       1984

	1988                  1992

	
	
	1996

	
	

	
	D

	R

	D

	R

	D

	R

	I

	D

	R

	P


	National

	41

	59

	46

	54

	43.2

	37.8

	19

	49.2

	40.7

	8.4


	Sex

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Men

	36

	64

	44

	56

	41

	37

	22

	45

	44

	1


	Women

	45

	55

	48

	52

	46

	38

	16

	54

	39

	7


	Race

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White

	34

	66

	41

	59

	39

	41

	20

	46

	45

	9


	Nonwhite

	87

	13

	82

	18

	77

	11

	12

	82

	12

	6


	Education

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	College

	61

	42

	58

	43

	40

	17

	47

	45

	8

	

	High school

	43

	57

	46

	54

	40

	38

	22

	52

	34

	14


	Grade school

	51

	49

	55

	45

	56

	28

	16

	58

	27

	15


	Occupation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Professional/business

	34

	66

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA


	White-collar

	47

	53

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA


	Manual

	46

	54

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA


	Union family members

	52

	48

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA

	NA


	Age

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 30

	40

	60

	37

	63

	40

	37

	23

	54

	30

	16


	30-49

	40

	60

	45

	55

	42

	37

	21

	49

	41

	10


	50 and older

	41

	59

	49

	51

	46

	39

	15

	50

	45

	5


	Religion

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Protestants

	39

	61

	42

	58

	41

	41

	18

	44

	50

	6


	Catholics

	39

	61

	51

	49

	47

	35

	18

	55

	35

	10


	Politics

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Republicans

	4

	96

	7

	93

	7

	77

	16

	10

	85

	5


	Democrats

	79

	21

	85

	15

	82

	8

	10

	90

	6

	4


	Region

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	East

	46

	54

	51

	49

	47

	35

	18

	60

	31

	9


	Midwest

	42

	58

	47

	53

	44

	34

	22

	46

	45

	9


	South

	37

	63

	40

	60

	38

	45

	17

	44

	46

	10


	West

	40

	60

	46

	54

	45

	35

	20

	51

	43

	6



D = Democratic candidate; R = Republican candidate; AIP = American Independent Party candidate (George Wallace, 1968); I = Independent candidate (John B. Anderson. 1980; Ross Perot. 1992): P = Reform Party candidate (Ross Perot, 1996). Figures do not add to  100% in some groups because of rounding and/or minor parly votes. Source: The Gallup Organization
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1.   Which political party does each of the following groups typically support?
a.
College-educated voters
b.
Manual laborers
c.
Independent voters
d.
Voters over fifty years old
e.
Voters under thirty years old
f.
Professional and business workers
g.
Labor union members
h.
The least educated voters
i.
Protestants
j.
Catholics
k.
Westerners
1.
Midwesterners
2.   Which racial group provides consistent, strong support to the Democrats?
3.   For many years after the Civil War, the term Solid South referred to the South's tendency to vote solidly Democratic. Is this phrase still applicable to the South?
4.   Does either party have the consistent support of male voters?
5.   Does either party have the consistent support of female voters?
6.   Which political party holds the larger number of its registered voters in an actual election?
7.   What reasons do you feel account for the increase in the numbers of independent voters who no longer feel allegiance to one party or the other?
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