Food Desert Trial
Not so fast: Ban on city’s fast food restaurants ignites controversy
By Ima Hongry
LOS ANGELES - The Fast Food Restaurant Association (FFRA) has filed a lawsuit against the City of Los Angeles in an effort to reverse the fast food restaurant ban enacted in the 32 square-mile neighborhood known as South Los Angeles. This low-income neighborhood has a 30% obesity rated compared to a 19% obesity rate in the metropolitan area and a 14% obesity rate in some affluent areas. There are some exceptions to this ban. For instance, new fast food restaurants are allowed in shopping malls and centers. However the law requires a minimum of one-half mile between “stand alone” fast food establishments. The city council is attempting to increase the diversity of restaurant food options as well as encouraging grocery stores and supermarkets to open in South Los Angeles. This ban impacts approximately 700,000 of the 3.7 million residents of Los Angeles.
The class will be divided into several roles. Each role will be expected to research their position and be prepared to ask and/or answer questions about their stance on the ban. The roles and expectations are defined below:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Judges (neutral) – A panel of judges will ask lawyers and witnesses questions on this issue. After all the evidence and testimony has been presented they will render a decision.
City council members (pro ban) – The city council created the law in 2008 and made it permanent in 2010. They support the ban, as they say a greater variety of food options must be made available for the citizens.  
Fast Food Restaurant Association (anti ban) – The FFRA opposes the ban, as they claim the ban unfairly targets its members for the poor dietary decisions of people. The FFRA recognizes the importance of nutritional eating, but says that fast food, in moderation, is not evil and shouldn’t be blamed.
Witnesses (their stance will depend on their perceived benefits or disadvantages):
· Grocery store representatives
· Citizens in favor of banning fast food restaurants
· Citizens against banning fast food restaurants
· Food suppliers (e.g. supply bread, beef, chicken to restaurants)
· Surrounding non-food businesses
· Politicians representing citizens 
· Convenience store/gas station owners
· Non-fast food restaurant owners
Trial Agenda:
· opening statement by City Council (3:00 max)
· opening statement by FFRA (3:00 max)
· Judges will call witnesses to testify. Each group of witnesses will be questioned by (in order) judges, City Council, FFRA.
· Closing statement by City Council (3:00 max)
· Closing statement by FFRA (3:00 max)
· Judges’ discussion and announcement of verdict 
