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Sociology Course Syllabus

Course Description:

This course follows the evolution of societies and discusses a variety of cultures from the past to the present day.  It develops an awareness of the process of socialization and sociological research, and understanding of culture, society, groups, deviance, social stratification, gender, social inequality, adolescence, and social change.

Course Objectives/Student Outcomes

By the end of the course the student will:

· define and describe the science of Sociology

· explain the difference between society and culture

· describe social stratification and explain its causes and effects upon society

· describe how social institutions affect the individual within a society

· list various causes of social change

· Apply survey and graphing skills

· Apply research, writing, and oral skills

Assignments

Through out the course of the semester students will be given various types of assignments to complete.  Students are expected to complete the assignments by the due date.  The daily assignments, projects, tests and quizzes, participation and homework will comprise 80% of the final semester grade (40% per quarter).

Tests & Quizzes

One way to assess student progress is through tests and quizzes, which will be given periodically through out the semester.  All tests will be announced several days in advance.  Quizzes may or may not be announced.  Missed tests and/or quizzes can be made-up as per class policy.  Please plan on making up a quiz or test before school.

Tuesdays With Morrie

Each Tuesday we will discuss a portion of the book Tuesdays With Morrie.  Students are expected to have read the section assigned BEFORE the assigned due date.  Students are expected to participate in all the activities and/or class discussions regarding the assignments.

Research Project

To learn more about group behavior and how groups interact with others in society, each student will conduct a research project.  The students will learn the proper steps to conduct research and will use these steps in their own research.  The instructor must approve all topics before any research can begin.  More information will be given as the semester progresses.  

Course Outline:

Introduction to Sociology

· Sociological Point of View

· History and Founders of Sociology

· Research Methods and Surveys

Culture and Social Structure

· Culture

· Socialization

· Social Structure

· Groups and Organizations

· Deviance and Social Control

Research project

· Approval

· Literature review

· Conducting research

· Gathering data

· Analyzing data

· Drawing conclusions

Tuesdays With Morrie
· Family

· Money

· Individual choice

· Marriage

· Emotions

“The principal goal of education is to create men who are capable of doing new things, not simply of repeating what other generations have done.”

- Jean Piaget

