
History Journal: Grade Criteria

	Criteria
	1ST Semester

1 page 
	2ND  Semester

2 Pages 

	Format: typed, double spaced, name, day of the week, date, type and title

AND

Topic: Shows extensive understanding of the assigned topic in relation to broader historical context. Makes a connection to the big picture.
AND

Content: Well developed, uses many facts to substantiate opinion, reaction, or response
	5 POINTS
	10 POINTS

	Format: typed, double spaced, name, day of the week, date, type and title
and/or

Topic: Shows adequate understanding of the assigned topic in relation to broader historical context. Makes some connections but lacks connection to the big picture.

anD/or

Content: Well developed, uses some facts to substantiate opinion, reaction, or response.

Few factual mistakes
	4 POINTS 
	8-9 POINTS 

	Format: typed, double spaced, name, day of the week, date, type and title
anD/or

Topic: Shows little to no understanding of the assigned topic. 
anD/or

Content: under developed, uses few if any facts, and/or contains many or egregious factual errors, and/or little to no substantiation of opinion, reaction, or response.
	1-3 POINTS
	1-7 POINTS

	Format: uses pen or pencil 

or

Not turned in on time
	0 POINTS
	0 POINTS


History Journals

Throughout the semester you will be writing journals on topics discussed in class.  Your job is to go in-depth on topics, not just repeat the facts.  There are never any “right” or “wrong” journal answers.  I am looking for your opinion and how well you defend your argument.

Requirements – All journals must meet the following requirements:

· Name, class, date, & journal number at top of page – single spaced

· Journal prompt at top of page – single spaced
· Minimum length: two pages
· Journal entry must be double spaced

· 12 point font & 1-inch margins

· Use paragraphs!!!!

See sample below:


The Realities of the Revolution

For this journal entry you will experience and journal about what it is like to live a day without the use of your dominant thumb.
…but what does that mean?

Your task:

1) Pick a full day over the course of the weekend during which you will have to firmly tape your dominant thumb to your index finger (on the hand that you use most/write with). NOTE: If you have a sport or activity that you need your fingers for on one day, choose the other day on which to do the experiment. Claiming that you cannot do this experiment on either day of the weekend is not a valid excuse. You must find a way to go through with it.
2) Before the day that you conduct the experiment, make note of the things that you predict will be hard. 
3) From the moment you wake up – yes, even before you go to the bathroom – you must tape your thumb and index finger together until the very end of the day when you go to bed. 
4) Throughout the day, realize the tasks that are difficult, and talk about them in your journal. To get full points, be sure to make connections back to the history. 
Joe Student
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Name one hero in your life.  Use the following criteria to choose this person:


cannot be a relative


you must know personally know her/him


be specific as to how this person has inspired you





I have been fortunate to have many people influence me.  Someone who I consider my hero is Amanda Johnson.  I have known Amanda for the past three years as a co-worker at the Wilson Center for Seniors.  The Wilson Center provides support for senior citizens as a place to socialize with others.


Despite the hard work and long hours, I have never heard Amanda complain.  She always comes to work with a smile on her face.  Even though some of the residents are not the most pleasant of people, Amanda willingly goes out of her way to brighten their day.  I truly…








