Mrs. Jordan
2013-2014

COURSE TITLE: A.P. Comparative Government and Politics 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to provide students with the conceptual tools necessary to develop an understanding of some of the world’s diverse political structures and practices. We will examine six countries in detail: Great Britain, Russia, China, Mexico, Nigeria, and Iran. These countries are taught because they are excellent examples of the six core topics of a comparative course. These topics include methodology, power, institutional structure, civil society, political/economic change and public policy. This comparative government and politics design takes a country-by-country approach, but with a heavy emphasis on cross-country conceptual comparisons. The curriculum in the first three weeks focuses on concepts and theory, and the same theoretical framework is used to analyze each of the six countries. As the course progresses, students are required to constantly think back to countries studied previously, so that they come to understand each process, institution, and issue within the context of each country’s political system, as well as comparatively in terms of other countries’ political systems.

The twenty-first century has taught us that we cannot ignore the world around us. Happenings around the globe now directly impact our lives. From this course, students will grasp the political complexities of our global environment, and gain some understanding of both commonalities and differences among modern political systems. This course relies heavily on daily reading, note taking, lecture, discussion, debates, projects, essay writing, tests, quizzes, and at least one major research paper. The ability to interpret, analyze and express understanding of government and politics will be stressed. Students completing the course will be required to take the Advanced Placement examination in May; any student who does not take the exam will not have the AP notation on their official school transcript. Additionally, students may also sign up for St. Mary’s PACC credit. PS102 American National Government- A basic course on the nature and purpose of our U.S. political system; includes the Constitution, institutions, processes and persons that combine to form our federal government. The student is exposed to a variety of approaches to political study
COURSE REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED MATERIALS:

Placement in AP Comparative Government and Politics is dependent on: recommendation of the teacher, honors status with a “B” average in A.P. United States History or an “A” average in regular social studies classes.

· Textbook:

Hauss, Charles. Comparative Politics: Domestic Responses to Global Challenges.

5th ed. Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth/Thomson, 2006.
AP Comparative Government and Politics: An Essential Coursebook and Study Guide, 5th Edition
· Current Events

Students are required to summarize one current event per week from the Economist, BBC News, the Washington Post, or the New York Times. The article must relate to either one of the themes of AP Comparative Government and Politics or one of the core countries. The article must be the full-text version.  Students should highlight the article as they read it.  Every Friday students will turn in a highlighted copy of the article along with a 1- 1 ½ page summary and response. Students can earn up to 20 points for each article and summary.
· School issued agenda, pens, pencil, loose-leaf paper, and a two to three-inch binder with all previous notes, handouts, homework, and tests. (These required materials are to be brought to class every day- No exceptions).
SEMESTER EXAMS:

· At the end of the fourth quarter students may be required to take a Final Exam containing multiple-choice questions, short answer concepts questions, a conceptual analysis question, and a country context question. Any senior maintaining a 90% average for the Third Quarter and Fourth Quarter will be exempt from the Final Exam.
GRADING:

· The schools grading scale will be used and percentages will be determined from a running total of points. Points are mainly assigned for the following:  reading notes or quizzes, multiple-choice tests scores, written analysis, unit reading responses, participation, current events, research projects, and semester exams

· Students must keep a binder containing all of their homework, notes, handouts, tests/quizzes, and AP Review information. Periodic binder checks may be made and a grade given on the binder.

· Tests dates will be announced at the beginning of each unit.

CLASSROOM POLICY AND PROCEEDURES: 
· Bring required materials to class each day.
· Students will sit down in assigned seats at the beginning of class. Any student not in their assigned seat at the bell will be considered tardy.

· Students entering class after the bell are required to have a pass from the Dean of Students. Three unexcused tardies will result in a detention.

· Students are expected to take notes and participate in class activities each day. 

· Students are expected to respect each other and the teacher.

· Eating, drinking, and gum chewing, applying make-up, etc. are not allowed.

· Students caught cheating (using another’s work, supplying work to another, plagiarizing, etc.) will receive a grade of failure on the assignment and the school’s academic integrity process will be followed.

· All other school rules apply in this class.

HOMEWORK POLICY:

· There will be nightly reading assignments in the text to prepare students for the next class.

· When assigned notes should be in Cornell format unless directed otherwise.

· Students will be asked to occasionally write a history journal/response; this is to be kept in the binder. These will normally be a current event response.
· Late homework will receive a grade of 70%. (If for any reason a student does not have their homework due to extenuating circumstances and does not wish to be penalized they must see the teacher before school to discuss the matter.)

· Major projects such as take-home essays, research projects or binder checks will be accepted late, but will loose 10% for each day they are late. For example the highest grade a project turned in one day late can receive is a 90%, two days late 80%, three days late 70%, etc.

· Written homework will be collected at the beginning of class.

· Pop quizzes may be given on the reading assignments.

· Major projects must be submitted electronically to www.turnitin.com and submitted to the teacher in hard copy. You will receive more information on this at a later date.
· It is suggested that students form study groups and periodically review all course information throughout the semester.

ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES: 
· Students are responsible for making up all missed work.

· Students are to see the teacher before class on the day of their return in order to schedule makeup work and tests. Approaching the teacher during class regarding makeup work is not acceptable.

· Assignments are normally given at the beginning of each unit and can also be found on the teacher’s website. All work assigned prior to a student’s absence is due the day the student returns to class. 

· Make-up tests will be given in the testing center and are to be taken by the end of the second day of the student’s return from an absence. These tests may contain information in a different format than the original test. 

· Work missed due to an extended absence will be dealt with on an individual basis. Arrangements must be made with the teacher the day the student returns to school.

· The teacher must be notified in advance of student field trips, retreats, or vacations.

· Students are strongly urged not to attend the April Kairos Retreat; this retreat is only two weeks before the AP Exam.

TEACHER AVALIABILITY: 
It is best to make arrangements one day in advance to set up a mutually convenient time. Before and after school the teacher can be found in room 137.  Messages can be left for the teacher at extension 307. Students/Parents can also e-mail me at kjordan@saintviator.com.   I check, and will respond to all emails sent to me between 7:30 and 3:30 Monday-Friday.
The class website will be continually updated with assignments and useful information 

COURSE OUTLINE: •Readings, projects, and activities may be altered or deleted due to time constraints.
I. Introduction to Comparative Politics

A. Reasons for Comparison

B. Methods of Comparison

1) Normative/empirical, direct/inverse relationships, correlation/causation 

2) Issues to Compare
3) Democracy/authoritarian, unitary/federal, presidential/parliamentary,

4) SMD/proportional, pluralism/corporatism, merit/patronage, OECD/LDC, modernization/globalization/fragmentation, judicial autonomy

5) Sources of Authority and Power 
Readings

Hauss: Chapter 1: Seeking New Lands, Seeing with New Eyes (voc)

Chapter 2: Industrialized Democracies (voc)

Democratization Briefing Paper with questions

“The Mountain Man and the Surgeon”, Economist 12/20/05

“Democracy as a Universal Value”, Journal of Democracy, 7/99

Activities

1. Using CIA World Factbook, Freedom House Web site, the Economist Web site, Construct comparison chart featuring population, territory, HDI, GDP, PPP, Economic, Political/Civil Liberty Freedom figures. Analyze relationships using methods. 
2. Using textbook, complete chart comparing six countries and United States on issues.

Assessment

Test: 50 multiple-choice questions, short answers, and interpretive essay 
II. Democratic v. Authoritarian Regimes 
A. Great Britain 

1. Historical Foundations: Constitutionalism, Legitimacy, Nation/State, Liberal Democracy 
2. British Citizens, Society, and the State: Demographics, Cleavages, Civil Society 

3. Political Institutions: Political Parties/Elections, Westminster Model  

4. Role of EU: Sovereignty 
5. Public Policy: Thatcherism, N. Ireland, Role of NHS, Immigration, Terrorism

Readings

Hauss: Chapter 4: Great Britain (voc)

Great Britain reading packet with questions

“Brown Speech Promotes Britishness,” BBC 1/19/06

“Blair to Push Ahead With Reforms”, BBC 2/1/06 
Activities

1. Watch current Prime Minister’s Question Hour (from CSPAN)

2. Question Time Simulation: Party and Topic to be assigned.

3. Analyze recent election returns for trends. 

Assessment:

Test: 50 multiple-choice questions and short-answer (ID and interpretive essay 

B. Iran 
1. Historical Foundations: Revolution (Political Change)
2. Iranian Citizens, Society, and the State: Globalization/Fragmentation 
3. Political Institutions: Role of Islam, Theocracy 

4. Policy: Petropolitics, Nuclear Weapons, Iraq

Readings:

Hauss: Chapter 13: Iran (voc) 

Iran briefing paper with questions

Globalization briefing paper with questions

Iran reading packet with questions

“Victory for a Religious Hardliner in Iran,” Economist 6/27/05

“As Iran Presses Its Ambitions, Its Young See Theirs Denied,”

Washington Post 4/24/06

Activities:

1. Watch movie on Iranian Revolution (PBS)

2. Complete comparison chart for Great Britain and Iran.

3. Class Debate: “Should Iran develop nuclear weapons?”

4. Analyze recent election returns for trends.

5. Evaluate economic indicators.

Assessment:

Test: 60multiple-choice questions and short answer (ID and essay)

III. The Crisis of Communism 
A. Russia 

1. Historical Foundations: Soviet Union/Russia, glasnost, post-Cold War 
2. Russian Citizens, Society, and the State
3. Political Institutions: President/PM, Illiberal Democracy

4. Policy: G8, Chechnya

Readings

Hauss: Chapter 8: Current and Former Communist Regimes (voc)

Chapter 9: Russia (voc)

Russia’s Elections Briefing Paper with questions

Russia Reading Packet with questions

“Still Calling for Help (Chechnya)”, Economist 1/13/05

“The Shock of the Old”, Economist 1/20/05

“The Kremlin’s Control Freak”, Economist 9/16/04

“Vladimir Who?”, Economist 2/9/06

Activities:

1. Watch movie on Russian Revolution. (People’s Century).

2. Watch movie on Gorbachev coup attempt (ABC special).

3. Complete comparison chart of institutions/policies between USSR/Russia.

4. Complete comparison chart of Russia/Iran/Great Britain.

5. Class Debate: “Should Russia be in the G8?”

6. Analyze recent election results for trends.

7. Evaluate economic indicators.

Assessment:

Test: 60 multiple-choice questions and short-answer questions (ID and interpretive essay)

B. China 
1. Historical Foundations: Revolution, Cultural Revolution, Economic Modernization 
2. Chinese Society: Rich/Poor Cleavages

3. Political Institutions: Guanxi, Corruption, Mass Line, Democratic Centralism

4. Policy: Privatization, Google, Falun Gong, Taiwan and Tibet 

Readings

Hauss: Chapter 10: China (voc)

Briefing Paper on China with questions

China Reading Packet with questions

“Country Profile: China.” BBC

“China’s Intolerance of Dissent,” BBC 3/8/05

“Worried in Bejing”, Economist 8/5/99

“Great Leap Forward,” Economist 9/30/04

Activities

1. Watch movie on Chinese Revolution (People’s Century)

2. Watch movie on Tiananmen Square (ABC special)

3. Watch movie on China’s economy (Wall Street Journal)

4. Create comparison chart for China/Russia/Iran/GB

5: Class Simulation: CCP leading small group economic proposals 

6. Analyze and evaluate economic indicator data 

Assessment

Test: 60 multiple-choice and short-answer questions (ID and essay)

IV Emerging Economies 
A. Mexico 
1. Historical Foundations

2. Mexican Citizens, Society, and the State

3. Political Institutions: Camarilla, Corporatism, Legitimate Elections

4. Public Policy: NAFTA, Chiapas, Immigration, Structural Adjustment 

Readings

Hauss:Chapter 11: The Third World (voc)

Chapter 16: Mexico (voc)

Briefing paper on Mexico with questions

Mexico reading Packet with questions

“Redrawing the Federal Map”, Economist 3/27/03

“Putting The Brakes on Change”, Economist 7/10/03

“At Least I’m No Dictator, says Mr. Fox”, Economist 9/8/05

“The Sinking of a Flagship”, Economist 2/23/06

“The War on the Border Streets,” Economist 6/30/05

“A Few Shots at Power”, Economist 9/18/03

Activities 

1. Watch movie on Mexican economy (Wall Street Journal).

2. Create comparison chart for Mexico/China/Russia/Iran/Great Britain.

3. Simulation: Brown Choices Exercise: Mexico at the Crossroads.

4. Analyze recent political election data for trends

5. Evaluate economic indicator data. 

Assessment

Test: 60 multiple-choice with short answers (ID and essay)

B. Nigeria 
1. Historical Foundations: Colonialism, Military Coups, Authority

2. Nigerian Citizens, Society, and the State

3. Political Institutions

4. Public Policy: Corruption, Terrorism, Poverty, Oil 

Readings

Hauss: Chapter 15: Nigeria (voc)

Briefing paper on Nigeria with questions

Nigeria reading packet with questions

“Nigeria’s Country Controversy”, BBC 4/5/06

“The Bumpy Road to Democracy”, Economist 4/23/03

“Reforming the Nearly Unreformable”, Economist 8/5/04

“Guns, Boats, and Oil”, Economist 5/12/05

“When the Cops Are Robbers”, Economist 8/18/05

“The Fat of the Land”, Economist 8/27/05

“A Spectre of Turmoil and Conflict”, Economist 2/23/06

Activities

1. Create comparison chart with Mexico/China/Russia/Iran/Great Britain.

2. Class Debate: “Future of Nigeria.”

3. Evaluate economic indicator trends.

Assessment

Test: 60 multiple-Choice questions and short answers (ID and essay)

V. Final Comparisons 

Compare six comparative government countries and United States to review for AP Exam 

Activities

1. Country Group presentations/discussion

2. Complete final comparison charts 

Assessment

AP Exam: Friday, May 16, 2014
Final Exam: Seniors with a 90% overall grade or higher will be exempt from the final exam.  All other students will take the final on the scheduled day.
Country Group Presentations

Description: Each class member will be on a country team and will help to prepare a class presentation, including visuals and handouts.  Each presentation will include the following components:

· A PowerPoint presentation with discussion/question-answer session in which students cover the main ideas in the topic;

· The PowerPoint should include but not be limited to the following: structure of government, persons in charge, political parties and their leaders, history of country, etc.

· A word-processed outline of the topic, in complete sentences or paragraph form, with all vocabulary words highlighted or italicized and defined;

· At least one creative review activity, such as a “Jeopardy” game.
· A detailed rubric will be provided before presentations begin.

Review for AP Exam

Take previous AP Examinations throughout the course.  Two practice exams will be for a grade, the others just for practice.

Students will break up into small groups to outline one country. This provides quick reference to the structure of the government with references to outside forces that influence the government.  Students are encouraged to create flow charts explaining the power structure.  Group work is turned in for a grade and then copies made for the other class members to use as study reference.  

After the Exam

A survey and discussion will be complete on a series of political films.  I am welcome to suggestions on some good political films relevant to the course.
