What’s the difference between a 3-5-9 essay?

There is a big difference between an AP essay that receives a “3,” a “5,” and a “9.”

Below are comparisons of various aspects of actual essays from the 2006 AP Exam.

Question: While the United States appeared to be dominated by consensus and conformity in the 1950s, some Americans reacted against the status quo.

Analyze the critiques of United States society by TWO of the following:

Youth

Civil Rights Activists

Intellectuals

DIFFERENCE #1 THESIS
Thesis of a 9 Essay: “Far beneath that abyss of conformity, however, resided a dissident ideology, a rebellious teenager listening to Church Berry with a copy of On the Road in his young, naïve hands. This was the ambivalent decade typified by the conformists and the anti-conventionalists, the parents and the youth, the conservative Christian, and the innovative intellectual.”

Thesis of a 5 Essay: “Although the 1950s was a decade of commonality of most of the United States, groups like civil rights activists and a good portion of the youth say things they were displeased with and advocated for change.”

Thesis of a 3 Essay: “The 1950s seemed to be a peaceful, quiet time of agreement and social standards. It was, for the most part. There was (sic) a few groups who rebelled against society, including the youth and civil rights activists.”

SUPPORT PARAGRAPH # 1 (w/ facts)

“9” Essay: “The youth of the 1950s represented a desire to stand against something, anything, typically the conformist values of their conventional parents.”

Supporting evidence: James Dean, Rebel Without a Cause, Steve McQueen, The Blob, Invasion of the Body Snatchers, Cold War, restraints of tradition, sit-ins, Elvis Presley, Byrd Parker, Dave Brubeck.

“5” Essay: “Not much progress had been made in the first half of the twentieth century in the ways of racial equality for blacks.”

Supporting evidence: legislation and amendments (vague), “human enough to die for their country,” World War II, Malcolm X, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“3” Essay: “The youth of the 1950s were not as rebellious as those of the ‘70s or ‘60s, but they had many traits that set them apart.”

Supporting evidence: rock music, blue jean pants, leather jackets, poodle skirts, Elvis from Memphis, Tennessee, various rock ‘n’ roll songs

SUPPORT PARAGRAPH # 2 (w/ facts)
“9” Essay: “Fueling this ardent fire were the works of great intellectuals from beatnik poetry (Howl) to anti-conventional literature (Jack Kerouac and André Gide), independent film (John Cussavetes’ (sic) Shadows and the foreign films of Ingmer (sic) Bergman and Jean-Luc Godard) to cynical philosophy (Jean-Paul Sartes’ existentialism and Camus’ absurdism).”

Supporting evidence: other than that included in the sub-thesis statement: self-expression, rebellious generation

“5” Essay: “American youth in general felt restricted in their own way, and longed to break out of the confines of the nuclear family and experience the excitement of the world.”

Supporting evidence: rock & roll, leather jackets, cars

“3” Essay: “Many African-American citizens were tired of being discriminated against.”

Supporting evidence: separate public water fountains, bathrooms, park benches, buses, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., I Have a Dream Speech (out of time frame).

CONCLUSION

“9” Essay: “Indeed this was a generation fighting for a lost cause, just as their children and grandchildren would. A counterculture, a small revolution in small suburban towns; and as the world turned, the Chuck Berry song finished, the teenage turned a page in On the Road contemplating the cruelties of conformity, convention, something and nothing, again and again, over and over, as history chiseled his place on the tombstone of the 1950s.”

“5” Essay:  “Although quite different in consistency and goals, both blacks and the youth were similar in that they attempted to break the mould of conformity that seemed to dominate the nation in the 1950s in some way. It is no surprise that a country priding itself on being a meltingpot (sic) with a wide variety of people, and being founded on the principal of challenging the status quo (i.e., rebelling against Great Britain) would encounter a problem with an all to utopian society.

“3” Essay: No conclusion written.

SCORING RATIONALE
“9” Essay: This essay exhibits a superb understanding of the question. It shows how deeply embedded critiques of consensus and conformity were in the 1950s in the emerging youth culture and among certain intellectuals. The first paragraph does an excellent job of presenting pressures for conformity in the 50s and leads seamlessly into the thesis. The thesis is then effectively developed using youth and intellectuals and shows extensive knowledge of details in each category. An analytical thread runs throughout this essay that calls attention to the oppositional status quo and dissident perspectives in the decade. It is focused on its thesis throughout this well-organized and concisely written essay.

“5” Essay: This essay contains a straightforward thesis. It discusses two groups. The section on civil rights activists is brief; the one on youth slightly longer. The analysis, while not sophisticated, places this essay at the bottom of this category. This essay meets the standards for a 5 in that: 1) it contains a clear thesis that demonstrates understanding of the question; 2) essay sets up the status quo of the 50s and discusses the critique made by two groups; 3) the analysis demonstrated in the youth section puts the essay in the 5-7 category, although at the bottom (new music of youth conflicting with parents conservatism, youth gaining a sense of independence); 4) essay contains some relevant historical information, although less on civil rights activists.
“3” Essay: Meets the standards for a 3 by showing an understanding of the question and the groups selected; sets up the status quo of the 50s that is critiqued. It has limited factual information but more than the “2”. The essay has some analysis of the information, including the link of 50s youth to future youth. It ends abruptly; student may have run out of time.
