ADDITIONAL TIPS FOR ESSAY WRITING
1. LESS IS MORE. Every word should add to your argument. If a word or phrase is not necessary       for clarity or beauty, LEAVE IT OUT!
2. SAY WHAT YOU MEAN.
3. Tense agreement! Use ALL past tense or ALL present tense. Almost always, past is best for      history.
4. Do not abbreviate.

4a. Avoid contractions.
5. USE ACTIVE VOICE! Do not write: "The paper was written by Bubba." Do write: "Bubba wrote the paper."
6. No first or second person. Period. The end. That means NO "I", "you", "we", "me," "your," "our," or "us."
7. "Person" and "one" are singular. So are "everybody", "everyone", "no one", "nobody." It means these words must be followed by singular pronouns such as "he" or "she." And, of course, the verbs must be singular as well.

   DO NOT WRITE: "Everybody thinks they are a good writer."

   DO WRITE: "Everybody thinks he or she is a good writer."
8. "Lastly" is not a good word. Use "finally." And while you are at it, avoid numerical adverbs like "firstly" or "secondly". Use instead "first" or "second."
8a. Do not use words like "scenario" or "utilize" when you can use words like "scene" or “use."
9. DO NOT EQUIVOCATE. DO NOT BE TENTATIVE. Make assertions. Then prove them with evidence.
10. Do not write "in conclusion." If the reader cannot tell you are concluding, you have not done your best work.
11. Adverbs such as "definitely," "really," "very," "greatly," "strongly," "basically" weaken your writing.
12. Do not use "this" as a noun. When it is an adjective, it needs a noun to modify. In general, after “this” you need a noun.
13. Use parallel construction. Remember to use "to" in a parallel construction with infinitives.
14. Accept/except: “Accept” means “to receive something” or “to agree to something.” “Except” can be a verb meaning “to exclude,” but it usually means “other than.” (“I can accept all excuses except ‘I didn’t know it was due today.’ “)
15. Affect/effect: The verb “affect” means “to influence.” (“How will this affect my grade?”) The noun “effect” means “result,” while the verb “effect” means “to produce.” (“her efforts to affect a solution had a positive effect.”)
16. Distinguish correctly between "their," "there," and "they're". “They’re very angry when there are misuses of these homophones in their student’s papers.”
17. Distinguish correctly between "your" and "you're." You’re going to wear your leather jacket to the PETA rally.”
17a. Distinguish correctly between "its" and "it's." You will NEVER USE "it's" in formal prose if you follow these rules because it is a contraction. Remember, “it’s” is a contraction for “it is.” Do not confuse it with the possessive “its”.
18. "Hate" is a verb. "Hatred" is a noun.
19. "Quote" is a verb. "Quotation" is a noun.
20. "Cite" is a verb. "Citation" is a noun.
21. NEVER WRITE "would of," "could of," or "should of" for "would have," "could have," or “should have." Never! Never! Never!
22. Avoid Colloquialisms.
23. DOUBLE SPACE YOUR TYPED WORK!
24. Check your spelling before turning in work. Run the spell-check on your computer written work!
25. Watch out for overuse of "also."
26. Do not start or end a paper with useless or obvious phrases such as "The question I choose to answer is...," "This paper is about...," "I am going to prove thus-and-such and use evidence." Follow Nike: Just Do It.
27. People WHO

     Things THAT
28. Learn or remember that "a lot" is TWO words. That is a lot!
29. Spell "separate" correctly.
30. Do not write, "hopefully" when you mean, "it is to be hoped," or "one hopes." "Hopefully" is an adverb.
31. NEVER start a paper with "According to Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary..." or any other dictionary reference.
32. DO NOT begin compare/contrast papers with generic openings like "This and that are very different but they also have similarities."
33. DO NOT use "economical" which means "tending to save money" for "economic" which means "having to do with the economy"
34. Tired phrases to avoid:

   a) An author "goes on to say..."

   b) Something is a "key factor" or worse yet, something is "key."

   c) ANYTHING (but especially an economy) was “in shambles.”
35. Do not write: “Butch was a person who snored.” DO WRITE: “Butch snored.”
36. Do not write: “Doofus was able to burp.” DO WRITE: “Doofus burped.”
37. AVOID THE CONSTRUCTION: “It was then.....that...” or, “It was this person who...”
38. Do not confuse “want” with either “lack” or “desire.”
39. ALWAYS refer to authors, and people you are writing about, by their LAST NAMES only. No titles, no honorifics, and above all, NO FIRST NAMES. Use of first names is demeaning.
40. Do not write that a country or a leader was “upset” by something. Similarly do not write that countries or people were “happy” about something.
41. Novels are ALWAYS FICTION! Do not write that a work is a “novel” if it is NOT!
42. “Impact’ is NOT a verb in formal English. Neither is “disrespect.”
43. Things are BASED ON other things, NOT “based off of” other things.
44. Do not use “in order to.” Just use a nice active verb
45. Nations should be referred to as “it” or “her” (the old-fashioned style) but not as “they.”
46. Do not use “amongst.” There is nothing wrong with “among.” Same thing for “betwixt” and “amidst.”
47. If you can count something use “number.” If you must measure something use “amount.”
48. Do NOT use invented words that are not in the English language like “conversate” or “brung 

    or “irregardless”.

49. Use “versus” in reference to contests or competitions, not “VERSE”.

50. “Dialogue” and “conference” are nouns and NEVER verbs.
51. “Exact same” is “redundant redundant.”

52. DO NOT EVER write “he made a difference”. It is vague and banal. Remember that the

    Bubonic Plague, Adolph Hitler and Hurricane Katrina all “made a difference.”

53. The act of speaking never requires any form of the verb “to go”. Thus, never begin a

    description of what someone said with either “He or she goes…” or “He or she went…”

54. In other words, “Watch your syntax and diction.”

55. Many writers think commas are cool; semicolons are special and sophisticated. Use a semicolon between independent clauses. 

56. Capitalize the most important subject . . . or proper nouns. 

57. Between you and me . . . Use the objective case, i.e., me, after prepositions. 

58. This is he. Use the nominative/subjective case for predicate nominatives. 

59. If you'd like to be literate, spell grammar with 2 A's. 

60. If you’re “doing good” in AP US History this year, you are not doing well grammatically. That is, unless you are curing cancer or implementing world peace. If not, use the adverb well, not the adjective good.
61. Make sure you have complete subordination of the pluperfect tense. ;-)
62. Distinguish between teleology and eschatology. (Yeah, right)
63. Beside/Besides: “Besides” means “also.” “Beside” means “next to.”

64, Fewer/less and number/amount: “Fewer” and “number” refer to distinct, countable items (“fewer Democrats”, “the number of Republicans”), while “less” and “amount” refer to uncountable quantities (“less grains of sand”, “amount of stars”).

65. Than/then: “Than” compares. (“I’m better looking than you.”)  “Then” tells when. (“She ate the pop-tart and then went to school.”)
66. “Alright” is not all right with me.

67. Principal/principle: “Principal means “first, foremost.” “Principle” means “rule, precept.” (“A principal principle of teaching is to be patient.”)
68. Avoid using “huge” to describe something significant.

69. An event can cause an “uproar” but NEVER  “uproars”.

Some Types of Essay Questions
Change over time – Questions that ask you to look at a period of history and explain the evolution of a particular aspect within the time frame given. For example, “Between 1790 and 1870 the economic growth of the US was significantly stimulated by government aid.” Discuss this growth.
Cause and effect – Questions that ask you to weigh factors and explain the resulting relationship between those factors and the end result. For example, “Why did the US enter the First World War?”
Compare and contrast – Questions that ask you to show similarities and differences on the topic given. For example, “Compare and contrast the Northern Renaissance with the Italian Renaissance.”
Define and Identify – Questions that ask you to identify key factors by both definition and historical significance. “Identify the social, political and economic factors that led to the Age of Exploration.”
Statement/Reaction – Questions that ask you to form an opinion, on a given statement, based on historical evidence. For example, “‘Slavery was the sole cause of the Civil War.’ Evaluate this statement.”
Evaluation – Questions that ask you to form an opinion based on good or bad, right or wrong, based on historical evidence. For example, “Select any three of the following and evaluate their effectiveness as political leaders.”
Analyzing Viewpoints – Questions that ask you defend or refute a given historical viewpoint based on historical evidence. For example, “Defend the economic policies of Hoover in the years 1929 – 1933 in the United States.”
Some Key Terms
Analyze – to break into parts and explain the parts
Assess - to determine the value, significance or extent of
Cause/Effect – the beginning/ the result
Chronological – events put in the order they happened
Clarify – to make clear
Compare – show how two things are alike
Contrast – show how two things are different
Describe – to tell how something looks or how it happened
Discuss – to tell about the main points and important details from differing standpoints
Define – to give the meaning
Diagram – to make a drawing of something and label its parts
Enumerate – to make a list
Evaluate – to give your opinion of what is important; discuss its good and bad points; discuss its strengths and weaknesses
Explain - to give facts that elucidate (look it up!)
Fact – something that can be proven to be true
Illustrate – to give examples
Infer – to make a conclusion based on fact
Interpret – to offer an explanation
Justify – to give good reasons
Opinion – belief based on what a person thinks or feels
Predict – to make a guess about the future
Prove – to show something is true by giving facts
Question – to ask
Reflect – to think about
Relate – to show how things are alike or connected
Sequence – to put in the correct order
State – to give the main points or reasons

Summarize – to briefly cover the main points
Trace – to tell about the progress or growth
Validity – degree of accuracy or correctness
