 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DBQ Notes
REMEMBER the DBQ is an ANALYSIS, not a report. Do not just “tell” about the topic, examine it, relate the information to a thesis and to your sub-theses.

An analysis is not accomplished by copying quotes from a document. You need to use the main idea that the document is trying to make. The intended recipient of the document is not necessarily important. If it is, then identify the significance, do not just use a name that might not mean anything.

DO NOT use contractions. This detracts from the sophistication of the analysis.

In reference to documents, DO NOT say “Document A says....” That is not analysis. Document A is not a relevant fact, use the idea of the document, do not make direct reference by mentioning the word “document.”

Avoid general statements at the beginning of sentences - for example: this, these, he, they ....IDENTIFY what or who you are discussing...this makes your essay more sophisticated. Also, consider if you can combine two sentences to make it a more analytical sentence.

In reference to the United States: DO NOT say “our country” or “we” (in reference to Americans). Say “The United States,” “America,” or “Americans” where appropriate...DO NOT use pronouns.

Make sure you address the ENTIRE SCOPE of the question. Many students tend to address just half of the question.

If the question has a chronological aspect to it (most do) try to address the essay somewhat chronologically. The essay becomes VERY CONFUSING if the writer jumps around from event to event and then to another event and the events are not in a logical order.
