Mrs. Jordan

U.S. History
America the Story of Us: WORLD WAR II
1. Why did the U.S. avoid involvement in WWII until December 1941? Why was the Pearl Harbor attack such a shock to the U.S.?
2. Explain the origins of the Jeep.  Where did its name come from? Evaluate the effectiveness of its design to fit its purpose.  What did the Jeep symbolize for Americans?  

3. How were women affected by WWII?  In response how did women change American society?  Do you think the war advanced the rights of women? 

4. How dangerous was American factory work during WWII?  What made it so dangerous?  How many American workers died / were injured as a result?

5. How did new technology like the B-17 bombers transform WWII?  How did this new piece of technology make WWII a total war?
6. During WWII, the American armed forces were still segregated by race. Why do you think this issue became increasingly important during this era, leading to the desegregation of the Armed Forces a few years after the war? 

7. Why was the invention of penicillin so important in the context of WWII? What were some other advances in medicine that were important during the war? 

8. Describe the mental and physical preparation soldiers underwent for D-Day. Many knew they were entering a battle where death was certain, what made them so brave? 

9. What makes D-Day the largest amphibious invasion in history? Why was success at D-Day so crucial for the Allies?

10. What were some of the arguments for and against using the atomic bomb? Consider Oppenheimer’s quote of the Baghata Vita “I become death, the destroyer of worlds”.   

11. Overall, what were the consequences of WWII for the United States? How was the U.S. changed by the war?

