Mrs. Jordan
U.S. History

The Century:  America’s Time – 1920-1929:  Boom to Bust

1.  What became the law of the land in the first month of the new decade?

2.  What were “speakeasies”?

3.  How did prohibition ironically contribute to a rise in crime?

4.  What was the 1920s about “breaking”?
5.  What was the new era America was entering defined by?

6.  Where did most Americans live for the first time according to the 1920 census?

7.  What happened to the number of billionaires in the 1920s?

8.  What did Harlem become known for/as during the 1920s?

9.  What did NY’s Lower East Side come to represent?

10.  Why had cities become so important during the 1920s?

11.  What did most Americans live without at the beginning of the decade?

12.  What did cars give Americans a sense of?

13.  What did the growing number of cars force the government to do?

14.  By 1927, what percentage of household goods were bought on credit?


a.  What had become the most common household purchase of this sort in the last years 

                  of the decade?

15.  How did women’s views on life begin to change during the 1920s?

16.  How did rural Americans respond to the changes that were sifted down from the cities, AND

       the cities themselves?

17.  What was John Scopes put on trial for in the summer of 1925 in Dayton, Tennessee?

a.  Who was the prosecutor?


b.  Who was the defense attorney?


c.  What was the verdict?


d.  What did the “Scopes Trial” come to symbolize?

18.  How did the psychological tension of experiencing such rapid change begin to manifest 

        itself?

19.  What group witnessed a spike in membership during the 1920s?


a.  What other groups did this group target?


b.  What tactics did they use?

20.  Where did people look to find “heroes” during the decade?


a.  Who became the most recognizable of these heroes?

21.  What did Charles Lindberg’s flight represent?

22. What was the purpose of the Byrd expedition?
23.  How did people seem to feel by the end of the decade?  

24.  Why were people able to make so much money off of the stock market?

25.  What happened on October 29, 1929?


a.  Why was this event more devastating than if it had happened today?

