Mrs. Jordan
U.S. History

Questions for “Crucible of Empire” – The Spanish-American War
“ACT ONE:  The Only Recourse”

"Singing in a Trolley Car"

1.  Where did Fredrick Jackson Turner suggest might be the solution to the nation’s worst 
      financial crisis that hit the U.S. in 1893 might be found?
2.  What did the “closing of the frontier” represent?


a.  How did Americans react to it?

3.  What had happened to Spain’s standing in the world by the 1890s?


a.  What did Cuba represent to Spain?

“I’ll See You in C-U-B-A”

1.  Why did Cuban sugar planters first take up arms to fight for independence in 1868?
2.  How did Cuban sugar planters react to Spain’s inability to lend them money?

3.  Why did Cubans embrace baseball over bullfighting?

4.  What did Jose Marti realize was the weakness of the previous attempt at independence?
“Cuban March (Viva Cuba Libre)”
1.  With Marti’s death, Gomez took over leadership of the movement.  What did he believe the 

      success of the insurrection hinged on?

2.  What was the aim of Weyler’s re-concentration of the rural population?

3.  Who supplied images of the concentration camps to U.S. newspapers?

4.  Why did Hearst see the Cuban independence movement as a way to bring America together?

5.  How did U.S. businessmen view the prospect of war?

6.  Why did McKinley initially oppose war?
7.  Why did Roosevelt advocate for war?

“Brass Buttons (the Naval Cadet)”

1.  What did the fact that the U.S. was a two-ocean country create a need for?

“The Belle of Manila”

1.  From Spain’s perspective, how were the Philippines different from Cuba?

2.  Why did the Spanish offer to make peace with Aguinaldo?

“On the Shores of Havana, Far Away”
1. Who was Richard Harding Davis?

2.  Who was Evangelina Cisneros?


a.  How did people in the U.S. react to her story?


b.  What happened to her, and what did her struggle symbolize

3.  How did the Spanish react to McKinley’s demand for peace?


a.  How did the Cuban rebels interpret this reaction?

4.  Why did McKinley send the battleship Maine to Cuba?

5.  What did Hearst use the De Lome letter to do?

“Before the Maine Went Down”

1.  Whom did Hearst and others blame for the Maine?

2.  What did the newspapers base their calls for war on the need to do (two things)?

3.  How did Secretary of the Navy John Long’s decision to take an afternoon in late February 

     off put the U.S. on track to war?

4.  Why did Senator Proctor’s speech help to bring McKinley closer to war?

5.  What proved to be the final factor that pushed the U.S. into war?

6.  Why were Cuban rebel sympathizers in New York outraged by the U.S. declaration of war?
