Mrs. Jordan
Name: _________________________
Imperialism Map Assignment
Part A: Labeling the Map Use p. 673, 676, & 678 of text.
1. Using the map provided label: Alaska, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Haiti, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Mexico, Chile, British Guiana, Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, Hawaii, Midway, Wake Island, Samoa, Guam, the Philippines, Russia, Japan, Korea, and China.  
2. Indicate with blue shading (colored pencil) which of these were U.S. possession by 1910.  If they were a U.S. possession write a date of acquisition under their identifying labels. 
3. Indicate with a various colored dots: Manila, Guantanamo, and Havana.  Indicate in your key. 
4. Shade in the region of Manchuria with red (colored pencil) and indicate in your key. 
5. Using green (colored pencil) draw in the Panama Canal and indicate in your key. 
6. Label: Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico, South China Sea, Sea of Japan, and Pacific Ocean. 
Part B: Reading the Map 

1. Between mainland United States and the Philippine Islands the U.S. possessed several Pacific Islands by 1910.  The three American island possessions lying most directly on a line from the continental U.S. to the Philippines were ______________, _______________, and ____________________.
2. Most American overseas possessions by 1910 were acquired during the Spanish-American War or the peace treaty that ended it.  What two territories labeled on your map assignment were acquired prior to 1898 (before the war)? ____________________, and  __________________.
3. The dispute that involved the U.S. in a controversy with Britain in 1893 concerned the boundary between two nations in (select one): Central America, South America, the Caribbean? __________________________.
4. The two nations that fought a war against each other in 1904 over Korea and Manchuria were  _____________________ and __________________.
5. In the Treaty of Paris in 1898 the United States acquired two territories in the Pacific and one in the Caribbean.  Those in the Pacific were ______________ and ________________, and the one in the Caribbean was ____________________.
Part C: Interpreting the Map 
1. When Secretary of State Seward recommended the purchase of Alaska in 1867, critics referred to it as “Seward’s Folly” and wondered why over $7 million was spent on this “icebox.”  What geographic AND strategic considerations could Seward have had in mind when he made the purchase?

2. Cuba is less than 100 miles from the United States.  The Philippines are thousands of miles away.  Given this, why did the Spanish-American War begin with a U.S. naval attack in the Philippines? Refer to p. 676 of text.
3. It took about eight weeks for the United States to win the Spanish-American War.  It took nearly four years to win the war in the Philippines.  What geographical circumstances help explain this difference? Refer to p. 685 of text.
4. At present the U.S. still operates a naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  How did the U.S. get position of this territory? Refer to p. 684 of text.
5. Why did the U.S. choose to intervene in Central America and the Caribbean at the turn of the century? Consider economic and strategic features in your response.
6. What caused the United States to take a more active role in their foreign policy with Asia at the end of the nineteenth century? How did the U.S. assert this active role in Asia? Refer to p. 688 of text.
7. Why had Japan become territorially ambitious by the beginning of the twentieth century? What advancements did they make within Asia in the early 1900s? 
8. What territorial arrangements did the United States make with Japan in the Far East between 1900 and 1910? Refer to p. 696 of text.
Key - Part B: Reading the Map
1. Between mainland United States and the Philippine Islands the U.S. possessed several Pacific Islands by 1910.  The three American island possessions lying most directly on a line from the continental U.S. to the Philippines were ____Hawaii____, __Wake_____, and ___Guam______.
2. Most American overseas possessions by 1910 were acquired during the Spanish-American War or the peace treaty that ended it.  What two territories labeled on your map assignment were acquired prior to 1898 (before the war)? _____Alaska____ and  ___Midway Islands_______.
3. The dispute that involved the U.S. in a controversy with Britain in 1893 concerned the boundary between two nations in (select one): Central America, South America, the Caribbean? __South America: Venezuela_.
4. The two nations that fought a war against each other in 1904 over Korea and Manchuria were  ________Japan______ and _____Russia_________.
5. In the Treaty of Paris in 1898 the United States acquired two territories in the Pacific and one in the Caribbean.  Those in the Pacific were _Philippines__ and __Guam______, and the one in the Caribbean was __Puerto Rico___.
KEY: Part C: Interpreting the Map 

1. When Secretary of State Seward recommended the purchase of Alaska in 1867, critics referred to it as “Seward’s Folly” and wondered why over $7 million was spent on this “icebox.”  What geographic AND strategic considerations could Seward have had in mind when he made the purchase?

Seward knew that Alaska’s purchase would bring the U.S. a bounty of natural resources, possibly encourage British Columbia (lying between Alaska and Washington Territory) to join the U.S., and, perhaps most importantly, keep the British from buying Alaska.  Seward’s plan was for the U.S. to gain possession of all North American ports to assure American dominance of the Pacific and Far East trade.
2. Cuba is less than 100 miles from the United States.  The Philippines are thousands of miles away.  Given this, why did the Spanish-American War begin with a U.S. naval attack in the Philippines? Refer to p. 676 of text.
Attacking Spain in the Philippines rather than Cuba was a matter of preparation.  Admiral Dewey’s fleet was in Hong Kong, 600 miles from the Philippines when the war began.  He was under orders to capture the Philippines if war was declared.  (Actually, Dewey’s fleet gained control of Manila.  As the commander of a naval force he was not prepared to occupy the whole Philippines archipelago.)  American forces were not so readily prepared to conquer Cuba, even though it was a target nearer to the U.S.  Logistical snafus also slowed the invasion force preparing to invade Cuba.
3. It took about eight weeks for the United States to win the Spanish-American War.  It took nearly four years to win the war in the Philippines.  What geographical circumstances help explain this difference? Refer to p. 685 of text.
The Philippines is an archipelago—a collection of scattered islands not easily occupied by invading forces.  The wide dispersal of the population over these islands complicated U.S. efforts at pacification.  Also, the jungle terrain and heavy rains in these islands magnified the difficulty of successfully suppressing the skilled guerrilla fighters of the insurrection.  But the length of the conflict was not only a result of geography and climate: The Filipinos fought with higher morale and greater tenacity to achieve their independence from the U.S. than the Spaniards did to save their empire in 1898.
4. At present the U.S. still operates a naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  How did the U.S. get position of this territory? Refer to p. 684 of text.
The Platt Amendment (1901), which made Cuba a virtual protectorate of the U.S., became an appendix to the Cuban constitution.  It guaranteed that the U.S. could buy or lease Cuban territory for coaling stations or naval bases.  In 1903 an American naval base was leased at Guantanamo Bay on the southeastern coast of Cuba, and is still there today.
5. Why did the U.S. choose to intervene in Central America and the Caribbean at the turn of the century? Consider economic and strategic features in your response.

Possible answers include: Strategic importance of the Panama Canal for shipping and raw materials, access to wood and fruit produced in the region, American corporations saw a profit to be made through investment.
6. What caused the United States to take a more active role in their foreign policy with Asia at the end of the nineteenth century? How did the U.S. assert this active role in Asia? Refer to p. 688 of text.
With its victory in the S-A War, the U.S. became a possessor of Asian territory—the Philippines.  Some Americans saw opportunities to use this new Asian possession as a stepping-stone to the “China market”, where they hoped to sell American surplus goods.  As a consequence, the U.S. adopted an “Open Door” (free-trade) policy to guide its relations with Asian nations for the next half century.  In addition, Americans saw in Asia an opportunity to extend their empire further, in essence, a chance to make Americans of the “uncivilized” Asians.  Just as they had pursued Manifest Destiny across the North American continent, Americans saw themselves just as inevitable carrying on right across the Pacific.
7. Why had Japan become territorially ambitious by the beginning of the twentieth century? What advancements did they make within Asia in the early 1900s? 
Japan had rapidly industrialized by the turn of the century and witnessed an increase in population as a result—as an island nation it demanded more raw materials (food, coal, timber, etc.) than they possessed to meet these new demands.  By the early 1900s they began the process of attempting to acquire pieces of China (Manchuria—invaded in 1931), Korea (annexed in 1911), and other Pacific Islands.  Japan fought several wars to attempt to gain access to this territory, particularly against China and later Russia at the turn of the century.  This territorial acquisition will eventually draw Japan and the Allies into WWII (in the Pacific).
8. What territorial arrangements did the United States make with Japan in the Far East between 1900 and 1910? Refer to p. 696 of text
In deference to Japan’s power in the area, the U.S. conceded to it territorial dominance in some parts of Asia.  In the Taft-Katsura Agreement of 1905 (not in their textbook), the U.S. recognized Japan’s authority in Korea in return for a Japanese promise to never invade the Philippines or challenge America’s rights there.  In the 1908 Root-Takahira Agreement, the U.S. recognized Japanese interests in Manchuria while both countries supported Chinese independence otherwise and upheld the Open Door, essentially confirming the status quo in the region.  (Students may also cite the Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1907)
