Mrs. Jordan
U.S. History

Civil War: Battlefield Medicine

An Overview of Medicine

1.  How much schooling and experience did the typical Civil War doctor have going into the war?

2.  How many doctors served on each side respectively?
3.  Regarding disease:

a.  How many died of disease compared to those who died in battle?


b.  Which two diseases along claimed more soldier than battle wounds did?


c.  What other diseases were soldiers exposed to?


d.  What was camp itch?

4.  Identify the eight “causes” to which the high incidence of disease in Civil War soldiers can be attributed:


a.


b.


c.


d.


e.


f.  


g.


h.  

5.  Why were troops from rural areas particularly at risk?

6.  Why was the Sanitary Commission founded?
7.  What was the third leading killer disease?
8.  Where was disease particularly rampant?

9.  What were the following used to treat?

a. opium


b.  blue mass


c.  turpentine


d.  whiskey

10.    Where did doctors perform surgery?

11.  How was anesthesia used?

12.  How were amputated limbs disposed of?
13.  What percentage of amputees survived?

14.  Identify two advances in medicine made during the Civil War.

10.   
