Mrs. Jordan
U.S. History

The Great Pandemic:  The U.S. in 1918-1919

Directions:  Go to the class webpage and click on the link entitled “The Great Pandemic:  the U.S. in 1918-1919”.  Click on the tabs and answer the questions that correspond with the information found under each of them below.

Tab:  LIFE IN 1918
Entertainment

1.  What forms of entertainment gained popularity at the turn of the 20th century?


a.  Why did they become a concern for public health officials at the height of the 

                 pandemic?
The War

1.  Who became among the earliest victims of the pandemic in America AND why?

A Woman’s Place

1.  How did women’s lives change as a result of the war?

Transportation

1.  How did public transportation 


a.  Affect the spread of the pandemic?


b.  Become affected by the spread of the pandemic?

Communication

1.  How did PHS officers communicate about the spread of the pandemic?


a.  What precautions did they take?

Tab:  THE PANDEMIC

Influenza Strikes

1.  Despite the fact that the Public Health Service required reporting from state and local health departments about diseases in their communities, information about the influenza was slow to come in initially.  Why was this the case?

2.  Where in the U.S. were the first cases reported?

3.  What made this strain of influenza different or unusual?

4.  In the end approximately what fraction of Americans would die from the influenza?
5.  Why is it difficult to estimate the exact toll the influenza took?

6.  Why did the PHS have such difficulty mobilizing to fight the epidemic?

7.  How did cities like Philadelphia nearly shut down when the pandemic struck?

8.  Describe THREE examples of steps taken by many communities to help curb the spread of influenza.

A.


B.


C.  

Tab:  YOUR STATE – Click on Illinois and read the information to answer the questions below.
1.  Why was Chicago especially vulnerable to the influenza epidemic?
2. What steps did public health officials advise those who had attended large gatherings like patriotic parades to take?

3.  What became an offense for which one could be arrested as the pandemic spread?

4.  How were infected soldiers who overwhelmed the hospital staff treated?


a.  What was the result?

