Mrs. Jordan

Geography

Reflection Questions for Promises

Introduction:  PROMISES follows the journey of one of the filmmakers, Israeli-American B.Z. Goldberg. B.Z. travels to a Palestinian refugee camp and to an Israeli settlement in the West Bank, and to the more familiar neighborhoods of Jerusalem where he meets seven Palestinian and Israeli children. 

Though the children live only 20 minutes apart, they exist in completely separate worlds; the physical, historical and emotional obstacles between them run deep. 

PROMISES explores the nature of these boundaries and tells the story of a few children who dared to cross the lines to meet their neighbors. Rather than focusing on political events, the seven children featured in PROMISES offer a refreshing, human and sometimes humorous portrait of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.  The film was shot between1997-2000.

The Children

The 7 children featured in PROMISES were filmed over 4 years when they were 9-12 years old: 
· Yarko & Daniel. Secular Israeli twin boys living in Jerusalem.
· Faraj. A Palestinian refugee boy living in the Deheishe Refugee Camp in the West Bank.
· Sanabel. A Palestinian refugee girl in the Deheishe Refugee Camp in the West Bank.
· Shlomo. An ultra-orthodox Jewish boy in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem.
· Mahmoud. A Palestinian boy living in East Jerusalem.
· Moishe & sister Raheli live in the Beit El Settlement in the West Bank 

Source:  http://www.promisesproject.org/film.html
Questions:  

(1-6 minutes) - Jerusalem
1.  What is “normal” in the Middle East according to the narrator?

2.  What concerns do Daniel and Yarko express as they travel by bus through Jerusalem?

(11-15 minutes) – Entering the Palestinian territories and the Deheishe Refugee Camp
3.  What do the Palestinians call the 1948 war?

4.  How do the Israelis feel about the refugee camp?

5.  The young Palestinian boy Adnan describes the Intifada. What sorts of details does   reveal and how would you describe his demeanor?

(25-27 minutes) – Entering Jerusalem

6.  Describe what Palestinians crossing the Israeli checkpoints at Jerusalem are forced to        endure?  

7.  How does the young Arab boy feel about the checkpoints?  Why?

(46 – 50 minutes) Jewish and Arab children’s views on their homelands

8.  What sorts of arguments do the Jewish children use to support their contention that Israel is entitled to the land on which they live?

9.  What sorts of arguments do the Palestinian children use to support their contention that their people are entitled to the surrounding lands?

(1:24 – 1:30)  Arab and Israeli children meet

10.  What do the Palestinian children tell the Israeli children about the wall they take them to on their visit?

11.  How would you characterize the interaction between the children?

12.  How are the children’s perspectives similar?  

13. What promises do they make?

(1:32-1:36) – Two Years Later

14.  What seems to have happened to these children and their feelings about the prospects for peace over the course of two years?

