Mrs. Jordan

Geography

Questions for Crossing Arizona

1.  Why are people being forced to cross the desert?

2.  Where traditionally had (until the 1990s) been the most popular crossing areas?

3.  What is Humane Borders, and what do they do to help migrants crossing the desert?

4.  An estimated how many attempted border crossings are made a year?

5.  According to the border patrol officer how many people were found dead in the desert, 

     and how many were apprehended trying to cross?  
6.  How long does Hector (the guide) say if now takes to the cross the border?

7.  According to Pima County Legal Advisor  Isabel Garcia, what is important for

    Americans to realize about immigration from Mexico?

8.  What effect has NAFTA had on small and subsistence Mexican farmers AND, 

      according to John Fife why has it had this effect?

9.  When NAFTA was signed, what happened to the border?

10.  What does Chris Simcox, publisher of the Tombstone Tumbleweed state his

        “mission” is?

11.  According to Simcox, what are some of the problems that are brought on by 

       immigration?

12. Explain how ranchers like Ruth Evelyn Cowan perceive the immigration issue.

13.  Why do proponents of putting out water stations continue to do so despite the 

        nation’s attitude that they are encouraging immigration?

14.  According to the patrol officer, what happens to migrants whose guides abandon 

       them?

15.  How does A.L. Tomlinson of Cochise County describe the realities of recovering a 

       body?

16.  In what way are the migrants’ perceptions of distance often skewed?

17.  For what reason did the migrant in the red shirt (that the water station provider 

       found) say he came the to the United States?  How much did he say it cost
       him to come to this country?

18.   What do members of the “Citizens for Homeland Defense” do?
19.  What are some of the issues that frustrate the people who attended the “Protect 

        Arizona Now” rally?

20. What do those who attended the rally feel should be done to “solve” the immigration

       problem?

21.  Historically, how have Americans felt about immigrants?

22.  What types of jobs do immigrants fill according to the Arizona farmer who was

        interviewed for this documentary?

23.  How has the ACLU responded to the growing influence of the Minutemen party?

24.  Why do the Minutemen feel they have succeeded?

