Mrs. Jordan
Geography

PBS Frontline: Forbidden Iran

1. What were the Iranians in exile in London protesting? 

2. Who is really in power in Iran the president or the mullahs? Explain.  

3. What percentage of Iranians are under the age of 30? Do they embrace the revolution of 1979? Why/why not? 

4. How did the Iranian government react to the student protest movement in 2003? 

5. Why did Jane Kokan tell the Iranians that she was an archeologist instead of a reporter? 

6. What is a “minder”? 

7. Why is it difficult for her to film and document Iran even as a tourist? 

8. Why does Jane Kokan visit the shrine in Shiraz? How does she escape her minder?  What is the outcome?  

9. What was Kianoosh Sanjari arrested for when he was 17 years old? How does he describe his experience?  

10. What does Arzhang tell Jane Kokan about the death of Zahra Kazemi? 

11. Why did Jane Kokan visit Amsterdam?  What did she learn? 

12. Why does Kazemi’s son say the Iranian government will not transfer her body to him in Canada? 

Conclusion: Why do you think these individuals have sacrificed their welfare and lives to voice their opinion and get the story out? Would you do it? Why or why not?

KEY - Frontline: Forbidden Iran

13. What were the Iranians in exile in London protesting? Repression of rights like freedom of speech, torture, government in Iran.
14. Who is really in power in Iran the president or the mullahs? Explain.  The Mullahs who are not elected—they control who can run for office, public speech, the courts, prisons, and security forces.
15. What percentage of Iranians are under the age of 30? Do they embrace the revolution of 1979? Why/why not? 70%, no—they are the students who were protesting for change in 2003.
16. How did the Iranian government react to the student protest movement in 2003? Violence, oppression, murder, torture, and arrests.
17. Why did Jane Kokan tell the Iranians that she was an archeologist instead of a reporter? Because reporter’s rights are so restricted in Iran.
18. What is a “minder”? An Iranian guide that keeps tabs on the tourists.
19. Why is it difficult for her to film and document Iran even as a tourist? Iranian government strictly monitors things—hotels are watched, phone calls are monitored, curfews are enforced, emails are tapped.
20. Why does Jane Kokan visit the shrine in Shiraz? How does she escape her minder?  What is the outcome?  She wants to see Zahra Kazemi body—her family wants her body back.  She escapes because there are no cameras allowed in the shrine and the it’s divided between a women’s and men’s section.  The graveyard is locked—failure.
21. What was Kianoosh Sanjari arrested for when he was 17 years old? How does he describe his experience?  He was arrested four times—the first was when he was 17 for writing an article criticizing the government’s treatment of students.  When arrested—first put in solitary confinement for months (1 meter X 2 meters)—left alone, they force them to make confessions for things they did not do. 
22. What does Arzhang tell Jane Kokan about the death of Zahra Kazemi? She expected them to be easy with her, but there is a procedure that they do for everyone (insulting, standing for hours, pushing around), the Iranians are used to it but Zahra was not and she fought back strongly.  Then they wanted to sexually abuse her—which is common practice in Iranian prisons for women.
23. Why did Jane Kokan visit Amsterdam?  What did she learn? To meet Hamid Zakhari—who is a defected Iranian intelligence agency officer—he has been on the run.  He worked directly for the supreme leader and is now under FBI and European security agency protection.  He said Kazemi was taken to a secret detention center in Iran (no name, just a number: 325).  He names the interrogators who beat her until she was unconscious.  When Kazemi  took everything without flinching the intelligence officer became even more enraged—when she was beaten almost to death the intelligence agency tried to hide it—a top judge in the mullahs justice system ordered her transfer to their rivals (the reformers) and she died.
24.  Why does Kazemi’s son say the Iranian government will not transfer her body to him in Canada? Because the body would show proof of the violent beating and death.
Conclusion: Why do you think these individuals have sacrificed their welfare and lives to voice their opinion and get the story out? Would you do it? Why or why not?

http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/iran/thestory.html
