Mrs. Jordan

Geography

Questions for:  Guns, Germs, and Steel – Part III Into the Tropics

Based on Jared Diamond's Pulitzer Prize-winning book of the same name, Guns, Germs and Steel traces humanity's journey over the last 13,000 years – from the dawn of farming at the end of the last Ice Age to the realities of life in the twenty-first century.

So far, Jared Diamond has demonstrated how geography favored one group of people – Europeans – endowing them with agents of conquest ahead of their rivals around the world. Guns, germs and steel allowed Europeans to colonize vast tracts of the globe – but what happened when this all-conquering package arrived in Africa, the birthplace of humanity?
Questions

1.  What has Professor Jared Diamond set out to do?

2.  According to him, what did geography give Europeans?

3.  When and where in Africa did the first Europeans arrive?

4.  How does the climate of South Africa compare to Europe?
5.  What European disease proved most deadly to the Africans of South Africa?

6.  Who were the voertrekkers, and what did they set out to do?
7.  What did the flintlock rifle prove to be for the voertrekkers?

8.  Into whose kingdom did the voertrekkers stumble, and with what result?

9.  Describe the outcome of the battle between the voertrekkers and their African opponents in December of 1838.

10. Why did the voertrekkers prevail in their battle with the Matabele warriors in October of 1893?

11.  How and why did geography turn on the European settlers who attempted to establish farms further north in Africa?

12.  How many seasons are there in the tropics?

13.  Why does Diamond believe the Europeans and their animals fell victim to disease in the tropics?

14.  Why did the Africans of the tropics have greater immunity to small pox than did Native Americans?

15.  What tropical disease began to overcome the Europeans?

16.  How did Africans work to combat malaria?

17.  What one great draw did Africa still have for Europeans despite their apparent failure to conquer it?

18.  What role did railroads play in Africa for the Europeans?

19. How does Diamond see colonization reflected in modern Zambia?

20.  Why is malaria more of problem for Africans today than it was centuries ago?

21.  What do the stories of Malaysia and Singapore prove?

