Mrs. Jordan
Geography

Questions for:  “A Human Deluge”

1.  Describe the circumstances under which Ramjee Kumhar and his wife Mamta were married.




2.  When did they begin having children AND when and why did they choose not have any more?




3.  Answer the following questions regarding the world’s population.
a.  What is the world’s current population?


b.  How many are under the age of 25?

c.  What ramifications could their decision to have smaller families have on the world’s population in the future?


d.  If the average birthrate declines from 2.5 to 2.2 children per woman, what would the population rise to by midcentury?

e.  If birthrates stay where they are, what would the population rise to by midcentury?

f. Describe the projected effects of the rising birthrate forecasts above (d & e).





4.  At what point did UN demographers once believe population growth would level off ?


a. How have they adjusted this prediction?



5.  Where will population rise the most rapidly, and why is this problematic?




6.  What fraction of people worldwide live in slums today?

a.  What would the fraction be by midcentury?
7.  What will happen to the number of people classified as chronically hungry assuming population growth goes unchecked?

a.  Describe how this will put pressure on the environment.



b.  Describe how climate change will worsen the problem.




8.  Why did population grow slowly throughout most of human history?


a.  When did this trend change and why?  Explain.


9.  How have industrialized countries successfully countered this population growth trend?


a.  Why has the same strategy met resistance in the developing world?



b.  What statistical evidence does the article cite to illustrate that industrialized countries’
      strategies for curbing population has not taken hold in the developing world?



10.  Why is it so important in Hindu culture that families produce a male heir?



11.  What factors ultimately led Ramjee to stand by his decision to have only two children?



12.  Why did Ramjee elect surgical sterilization for his wife as the best way to ensure they would not have
       any more children and what was his family’s reaction?
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