Mrs. Jordan
Geography

A coveted job in Mumbai:  Whacking rodents

1. Describe the manner in which Mahesh Suresh Kamble “exterminates” rodents in Mumbai.

2. How many evening rat killers are employed in Mumbai?

3. Approximately how long have men in Kamble’s occupation been employed in Mumbai?

4. What “credentials” must applicants for the job fulfill in order to be considered?  How many men applied?
5. What tests are administered to determine which applicants are selected?  Describe the final test finalists must pass.
6. How many rats do the night rat killers have to kill over a three day period in order to get paid?

7. What fraction of the rats killed in a six month period are the night rat killers responsible for?
8. Under ideal conditions, how many offspring could a rat couple produce in three years?

9. What does Mumbai city spokesperson Ganesh Puranik estimate regarding the city’s rat population?

10. Why does Kamble say he’s felt “pangs of conscience” over his work?

11. Based on their salary, and Bachate’s final comments, how would you say rat catchers are viewed within Indian society?

