Mrs. Jordan
Geography

Assignment for:  “Which nations are most responsible for climate change?”

Directions:  For each of the different ways to compare nations’ carbon footprints cited in the article “Which nations are most responsible for climate change?” you will need to complete the following:

1.  Answer the corresponding questions for each category.



2.  Construct a pie-graph to reflect the percentage of worldwide emissions for each 
                  country listed in each category.  

                   a.  Use a different color for each country represented in the pie-graph.

       b.  Create a key to indicate which color you used to represent each country.  

                        Also indicate in the key what numeric percentage of carbon emissions
                         each country is responsible for.

Current CO² emissions
1. China
2. US
3. India
4. Russia
5. Japan
6. Germany
7. Canada
8. South Korea
9. Iran
10. UK

Questions:  Respond to the following in the space provided.

1.  How is a country’s level of carbon dioxide emissions determined?

2.  What is the source for the data in this category?

All greenhouse gas emissions

1. China
2. US
3. Brazil
4. Indonesia

5. Russia
6. India
7. Japan
8. Germany
9. Canada
10. Mexico

Questions:  Respond to the following in the space provided.

1.  What is the problem with “focusing purely on CO² from burning fossil fuels” in comparing emissions between countries?
2.  When all greenhouse gas emissions are included in assessing a country’s carbon footprint, why do Brazil and Indonesia appear near the top of the list?

3.  How recent is the data used in creating this list?

Emissions per capita – (bar graph only)
Australia
United States 
Russia 
Germany 
UK 
China 
World average 
India 
Africa average 
Chad
Questions:  Respond to the following in the space provided.

1.  Why is it essential to consider emissions on a per-person basis instead of simply relying on data comparing nations as a whole?
2.  What types of countries top this list and why?
Historical emissions

1. US
2. China
3. Russia
4. Germany
5. UK
6. Japan
7. France
8. India
9. Canada
10. Ukraine

Questions:  Respond to the following in the space provided.

1.  Why is calculating historical emissions important?  
2.  Why do you think the question of historical responsibility is one of the key tensions in negotiating a global climate deal (to implement technology to cut emissions by countries)?

3.  Why do you think that if you look at the historical emissions per-person the U.K. (Great Britain) shoots to the top of the list while China drops out of the top ten?

Consumption emissions
1.  Why do “many commentators argue that focusing on where emissions are produced is unfair”?

2.  How is a country’s consumption emissions determined?

3.  How does the U.S. compare in terms of consumption in emissions in tones per capita to China and India?

