Mrs. Jordan
Geography

Opium Brides

1.  The story begins in a small, poor farming village in Afghanistan with a father who borrowed
     money.  


a.  Who did he borrow money from?


b.  Why was did he borrow the money?


c.  Why AND by whom were his crops destroyed?


d.  The destruction of his crops puts him in debt.  What option is he given in order to 

                  have his debt forgiven?

2.  Why was Shariff forced to give up his daughter?


a.  How did it affect him?

3.  What percentage of the world’s opium crop does Afghanistan produce?


a.  What fraction of the country’s income does it account for?

4.  What does the average Afghan opium farmer earn annually?

5.  Explain why the local people are upset with the government?

6.  How does NATO justify the eradication campaign?

7.  Why do the farmers want to continue to grow opium?
8.  How is the Taliban connected to the Opium trade?
9.  How are disputes and debts handled in Afghan villages?

10.  The village woman interviewed expresses her devastation over the loss felt by her family 

       over the loss of their oldest daughter.  What feelings does her younger daughter express 

       about her potential future?

11.  What presumptions are made about women and abuse in Afghanistan?
12.  What did Razim exchange for his right to live?

13.  What has happened to Shariff since his daughter left?


a.  What sentiments does he share with his young son?

14.  How are Razim’s children finally returned to him?

15.  In the end, what is the only way for families hoping to avoid paying the traffickers to live?
