Mrs. Jordan
Psychology

The Mind of A Serial Killer:  NPR Series

A Neuroscientist Uncovers A Dark Secret:  James Fallon discovered he had brain of a serial killer
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127888976
Questions for Discussion:
1.  How did James Fallon’s personal and professional lives become interconnected in 2006?




2.  How can a PET (brain) scan be used as one tool to identify a potential serial killer?




3. Why is the orbital cortex significant?



4.  Describe how Fallon set up his experiment identifying the following:
	a.  purpose


	b.  subjects


	c.  procedure


	d. results


	e.  benefits/influence of the study


Inside A Psychopath's Brain: The Sentencing Debate 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=128116806
Questions for Discussion
1.  Who is Kent Kiehl?




2. What is the Hare Psychopathy Checklist, AND how is it used to compile data on serial killers?


3.  According to Kiehl, what key attributes to psychopaths have in common?





4.  Kiehl does not allow the interviewer to watch him scan the inmates’ brains due to ethical 
      concerns. Why/how do you think letting an interviewer watch would have been a breach of ethics?





5.  How did Kiehl use the data from the brain scans to demonstrate the difference in how a psychopath’s brain behaves?




6.  How were Kiehl’s findings regarding Brian Duggan’s brain put to use?




7.  What troubles forensic psychologist Steven Erickson of the Widener University School of law about 
      the manner in which Kiehl’s findings have been put to use?



8.  How did the testimony of Jonathan Brodie, a psychiatrist at NYU Medical School, contradict or undermine Kiehl’s interpretation of his data on Duggan’s brain?





9.  Kiehl claims, "Neuroscience and neuroimaging is going to change the whole philosophy about how we punish and how we decide who to incapacitate and how we decide how to deal with people”.  Do you believe this should be the case?  Why or why not?












Can Your Genes Make You Murder? 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=128043329
Questions for Discussion:
1. If Bradley Waldorp’s case were to be viewed as an extension of a larger experiment, identify each of the following parts:
	a.  hypothesis (infer) :



	b.  subjects



	c.  data



	d.  results




	e.  benefit or importance to future research




2.  What made Waldrop different from James Fallon whom you read about in the first article in the series?




3.  How did Waldrop’s case turn out differently from Brian Duggan’s?
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