Name: ________________________
Operant Conditioning Homework

For each of the scenes, decide which of the following principles best fits:

Positive reinforcement

Negative reinforcement 

Positive punishment

Negative punishment

To help you find the answer to these scenes, read them over and then ask yourself, “Is behavior being strengthened (reinforced) or weakened (punished)?”  From there, you should be able to figure out whether the stimulus is being presented (positive) or removed (negative).  Each choice will be used twice.

Scene 1

A very bright (mildly painful) light is turned on in a rat’s cage. The rat has learned that he can turn off the light by pressing a lever on the other side of his cage. As soon as the light comes on, the rat runs across the cage and presses the lever.  To the rat, this is:
Scene 2

A patient in a mental hospital is very disruptive at mealtimes. She grabs food from the plates of those sitting near her and tries to cram the food in her mouth. Because this behavior of stealing food is very undesirable, a plan is developed whereby every time the patient steals food from other plates, she is immediately taken to a room without food.  To the patient, this is:
Scene 3

Fred leaves his clothes and toys all over the room. His mother always yells at him to pick them up.  To Fred, this is:
Scene 4

Jenny loves eating dinner with her parents, but she doesn’t like having to clean the dishes afterward.  Her parents already give her an allowance that she always spends quickly, so they offer her a couple dollars to clean up the kitchen after dinner.  To Jenny, this is:
Scene 5

A student gets caught using their phone in class.  The student is given a detention.  To the student, this is (be careful with this one):
Scene 6

Your significant other will not stop badgering you about missing your three-month anniversary, which you think is dumb to celebrate to begin with because an anniversary, by definition, is every year.  To celebrate and prove a point, you break up with this annoying person.  To you, this is:
Scene 7

Your dog will not stop eating food from the garbage.  To correct this behavior, you sound a loud, frightening air horn every time the dog goes near the garbage.  To the dog, this is:
Scene 8

You win the lottery.  Nice.
