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Your method section provides a detailed overview of how you conducted your research.  Remember, your goal is for the reader to be able to repeat the research you conducted without needing to ask questions or get clarification.

Participants:  Discuss who was enrolled in or enlisted to take part in your research.  Be sure to identify the number of people who took part, their gender, and all other information that may be relevant (example number who wore glasses or contacts in any experiment involving memorizing facts on cards).  People who participated in your research should be referred to as “participants”.  


Equipment and Materials:  Any equipment used during data collection (such as computers) should be identified.   Materials include scripts, surveys, or software used for data collection (not data analysis). It is sometimes necessary to provide specific examples of materials or prompts, depending on the nature of your study.

Procedure: The procedure includes the step-by-step how of your experiment. The procedure should include:  

1.  A description of how the experiment was set up and the conditions it took place in. 

2.  Identification of your independent variable(s) (IV), dependent variable(s) (DV), and   

                control variables.                   

3.  Important instructions given to participants (in writing or verbally).  
             4.  A step-by-step listing in chronological order of what participants did during the    
  
      experiment.  * If you did a survey, discuss what kinds of questions participants were

                  asked to respond to (type, number, relevance…)
