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The next portion of the research assignment that is due is the procedure section.  Think of this section as an instruction manual.  What is written should answer the question: can a stranger read the procedure section and conduct the experiment in the SAME EXACT manner?

The procedure section needs to be written in paragraph form; this is not a bulleted list.  It needs to be written in third person.  Naturally details are important.  Since the research is to already have been completed, this section is to be written in past tense.  Please use the examples below for guidance.

Example 1 (part of poorly written procedure):

We handed out 50 surveys on an afternoon.  It took three hours to gather all the data.  A table was set up at the mall so we could have a “home base” to collect the data.  The researchers timed the shoppers on how long it took them to finish the survey.  

Example 2 (part of well-written procedure):

Fifty surveys were randomly distributed on the first Saturday afternoon in December.  This day was chosen because it is early in the holiday shopping season and a variety of shoppers could be surveyed.  Mall management agreed that surveys could be distributed between the hours of 2:00 p.m. through 5:00 p.m.  A table was set up next to the information booth to serve as a base to collect the data.  This location was chosen because it is a high-traffic area and a more diverse selection of potential participants could be surveyed.
	As shoppers passed the table, every fourth shopper that appeared between the ages of 20-50 were asked if they would be interested in completing a survey.  If a shopper agreed to participate she/he was led to the table to complete the questionnaire.  Since one of the factors of the research was timing, shoppers were given instructions that they had a maximum of three minutes to complete the thirty question survey.  

