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On the first line of the results page, center the word “Results” (no bold, formatting, italics, underlining, or quotation marks)


The results section is where you present the results of your research-both narrated for the readers in plain English and accompanied by statistics.  Begin your discussion by reminding your readers once again what your hypotheses were and what your topic is about.  Next, remind readers of behaviors measured or operations performed.  Write about your findings discussing the most important or significant results first and then working your way through other findings that relate.  Be sure to provide statistics to support your results (ex:  50% of male respondents….).  Do not just list responses to each question if you conducted a survey.  For example if you were talking about class results on an exam you would not write:  “five students scored a 70%, 10 students scored and 82% and 3 students scored a 91%).  Instead you would write something more like “the class did well on its first exam with a mean (average) score of 89.5%.  Female students outscored male students over all with a mean (average) of 91%”.   You could also then identify certain thresholds – for example you could say “80% of students passed the test with a score of 80% or above…”.  Try to set up comparisons between different groups or subgroups within your study, or even generalize your results (where reasonable) to a larger group.  For example you could write something like “according to our recent poll, 43% of high school students brush their teeth incorrectly”, or “our research indicates that only 33% of high school students like purple cars”.  In these last two examples, the researchers have not studied all high school students, but rather you have studied a small group of people, and are generalizing the results to lots of people. This is known as inferential statistics, because you are inferring properties about a large group from a smaller group. As a researcher, it is your hope that this smaller group is representative of the larger group, and that the two groups behave the same way. If they do not, then your inference may not be correct.

