Experiment Ideas

Below is a list of potential experiments.  Students should feel free to come up with their own ideas, or revise one of the ideas below.  Only two students (or pairs of students) will be allowed per topic…
Memory
1.  Does using colored paper affect short-term memory?

2.  Memorization – short-term memory (words vs. numbers?) – test one day and the next; 

     faces – do you remember faces more familiar to yours, first/last; stress/pressure’s 

     effects on memory.  Compare men vs. women.  Younger vs. older subjects.
Music

1.  Does music affect mood?  Compare reactions to different genres of music.

2.  Does music reflect personality?  Ex: Are people who like more aggressive music 

     styles more assertive?  

3.  Does the tempo/type of background music influence the completion of tasks?

4.  Does background music cause people to perform unconscious actions (tap feet, nod 

     head to rhythm of music, hum, etc.)?
Courtesy

1.  Perform an act of courtesy (ex:  opening a door) and see how many people 

     acknowledge it (verbally or non-verbally).  

a.  Compare men vs. women, younger vs. older people.  

2.  Put a mark on your face and see how many people point it out to you.  
3.  Do looks influence behavior of others (attractive people get more help, etc.)?  
Appearance/Attractiveness

1.  Does presentation affect food choices? Ex:   Compare reactions of participants to the 

     same food presented differently.

2.   What qualities do men find attractive?  What qualities to women find attractive? 

       How much do looks matter?  

3.  Are more people more likely to believe a story/lie if it comes from an adult vs. teen / 

      man vs. woman?

4.  Gender preferences: fragrances – perfume vs. cologne vs. deodorant.  How do men 

      and women react differently to smells?
Conformity
1.  What impact does gender have on conformity? Are male or female subjects more 

     likely to conform with a group of their peers when presented with choices in a 

     situation?  (Ex:  taste test)
2.  What effect does age have on conformity? Are older or younger subjects more like to 
      conform with a group of their peers when presented with choices in a situation? (Ex:  
      taste test)
3.  How do participation in sports, friends’ work ethics, pressure from parents, affect 

      students’ grades?

4.  Peer Pressure:  Does pressure from peers encourage or discourage risky/dangerous 

     behavior – sex/drugs/alcohol/dangerous driving/etc. – what motivates it, who is more 

     likely to do it (young/old, boy/girl…)?  
5.  Rewards/Punishment – Do speeding tickets, detentions, stealing, etc. change 

     behavior?  Compare male vs. female – or younger vs. older people.  

